section 41: Backgrounds

1. In what ways did the legal division of society under the Old Regime fail to reflect actual political and social conditions in France? What observations may be made about the existing property system?

2. Describe the changes taking place in both the nobility and the bourgeoisie prior to the Revolution. How did these changes contribute to the Revolution?

3. How did the political unity of France contribute to the Revolution?

4. Describe the condition of the 3rd Estate below the commercial and professional families?

section 42: the Revolution and the Reorganization of France

1. How did the financial crisis facing the French government lead to revolution?

2. What special circumstances created hardship for the lower classes. How did lower class unrest affect the decisions made by the National Assembly?

3. How did the Constituent Assembly overhaul the institutions of the Old Regime?

4. Assess the system of government established by the Constitution of 1791.

5. Describe the legislation introduced by the Constituent Assembly with respect to    a)public finances    b)church lands    c)guilds and other labor organizations

6. Discuss the nature and the consequences of the religious measures adopted by the Constituent Assembly.

McKay pages 796-798, and pages 802-810 (begin at The American Revolution’s Impact on Europe, stop at World War and Republican France) 

section 43: The Revolution and Europe--The War and the “Second” Revolution (1792)

McKay pp. 810-813 (stop at Total War and the Terror)

1. What were the reactions of the various European governments to the revolutionary events in France?

2. How did the Declaration of Pillnitz affect developments in France? Which groups within France wanted war, and why?

3. Why were peasants and urban workers dissatisfied with the course of events and the progress of the Revolution so far?

4. Why may the insurrection of August 10, 1792, be called the “second” French Revolution?

section 44: The Emergency Republic and the Terror (1792-1795)

McKay pp. 813-815 (stop at Thermidorian Reaction)

1. What relationship was there between French military expansion and the spread of the Revolution? How did the European powers resist, and why did they have trouble uniting against France?

2. Explain the political division that developed inside the Convention. What policies did the Mountain represent?

3. Of what significance was the execution of the king and the insurrection of May 31, 1793?

4. Discuss the problems and difficulties faced by the Convention in the spring of 1793. What program did it follow? With what results?

5. Describe the events and significance of 9 Thermidor. What developments took place in the months that followed?

section 45: The Constitutional Republic--The Directory

McKay pp. 815-816

1. How would you characterize the nature of the Directory? From what sources did it face opposition?

2. Why might Napoleon have been disturbed by the elections of 1797?

3. How did the coup d’ état of Fructidor affect the peace negotiations that were going on? Of what significance was the peace treaty that was being signed?

4. Discuss the military and political circumstances that prepared the way for Napoleon’s seizure of power.

section 46: The Authoritarian Republic--The Consulate (1799-1804)

McKay pp. 817-818

1. What kind of government system was set up under the Consulate? Where did real authority reside?

2. Describe and evaluate the significance of the major reforms introduced by Napoleon in    a)law and administration    b)public finance and administration    c)church/state relations

3. How would you summarize the major accomplishments of the Revolution by the end of the Consulate? In what ways had the Revolution strengthened France? How did the governments of Europe regard Napoleon?

