Chapter 8 Questions

1. What were the goals of the Second Continental Congress? (P.142)

2. Why did the Continental Congress feel so comfortable electing George Washington to head the Continental Army? (P.143)

3. What message were the colonists sending with The Olive Branch petition? (P.144)

4. How did King George III respond to the petition? (P.144)

5. Why were colonists so upset with the king and his deal with German princes? (P.144)

6. Why were colonists still reluctant to engage in full-scale rebellion as 1775 drew to a close? (P.145)

7. Why did so many colonists embrace Thomas Paine’s message? (P.146-147)

8. What reasons did Jefferson give as justification for the colonies independence? (P.148)

9. What two groups did the newly declared Americans find themselves fighting against? (P.148)

10. Why were the Americans more effective in swaying those who were undecided onto their side? (P.148-149)

11. Why were more Loyalists so passionate with their support for the British government? (P/149)

12. What was the connection between Loyalists and religion? (P.149)

13. Why were there fewest loyalists in New England? (P.149)

14. How did the Declaration of Independence change the division and relations between Patriots and Loyalists? (P. 152)

15. Why did the British want to use New York as a base of operations? (P. 152)

16. How did Benedict Arnold foil the British plan to cut off New England from the rest of the country? (P.153)

17. Why did the French care to assist the Americans against the British? (P.155)

18. Why did other European nations decide to take part in the war against England? (P.156)

19. Why did the Americans gain the upper hand over England only when it became a worldwide conflict? (P.156-157)

20. Why did the six nations Iroquois side with England? (P.158)

21. How did the French participate with the defeat of General Cornwalis? (P.159)

22. Why were so many Brits eager to end the war over their defeat at Yorktown? (P.160)

23. What did Great Britain agree to grant America in the Treaty of Paris? (P.161)

24. Why was Great Britain eager to please America at the time of the Treaty of Paris? (P.161)

