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Theme 

Appearance v. Reality- 
The truth of one's intentions are hidden under a superficial image. 

A time where one's true intentions are concealed under an appearance occurs when Lady Macbeth welcomes Duncan into her and Macbeth's home for the night. She gives off a genuine persona of a kind woman but in reality, her plan is to murder Duncan while he sleeps. Before Duncan leaves to bed, he acknowledges Lady Macbeth as a fair and noble hostess, which goes back to the truth of one's intentions being hidden under a superficial image. Though the image Lady Macbeth possesses parallels Duncan's claim, her true intentions are hidden. 

During Macbeth's coronation, Macbeth begins the night with a toast to all the Lords that have arrived and puts emphasis on Banquo's absence by calling him a true friend. To everyone else, Banquo is alive but absent. Macbeth, however, knows that he sent assassins to murder Banquo and the man's son. Macbeth is obligated to keep up with the image of an innocent man when in reality he murdered Duncan with his own hand and sent for Banquo to be murdered in order to keep his kingship. 

When Macbeth is trying to convince Malcolm to return to Scotland to reclaim the throne, Malcolm claims that he is a tyrant who is unfit to rule Scotland. In reality, Malcolm is a kind man who would be a fair king, but he is testing Macduff to see where his loyalties lie. By deceiving Macduff about his appearance, Malcolm shows that one's true intentions can be easily hidden under a false image. Most of the time, people lie about who they are un order to make themselves look better, but Malcolm demonstrates that the opposite can be true where people make themselves seem worse than they are in order to protect themselves. Not only is Malcolm's true self hidden under an image, but Malcolm's real intentions are disguised under a believable guise.
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