Renaissance Art in 16th Century Europe

chapter 18: Painting in the Netherlands Bosch and Bruegel (745-748)
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Hieronymus Bosch
1450-1516
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The Garden of Earthly Delights
1505-1515

oil on wood panel

The Last Judgement 
Hieronymus Bosch

Akademie der Bildenden Künste, Vienna
The Temptation of Saint Anthony 
Hieronymus Bosch

Christ Carrying the Cross

Hieronymus Bosch

Museum voor Schone Kunsten, Ghent 
Christ Carrying the Cross

Hieronymus Bosch

Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder
1525-1569
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a secular commission: commissioned by an aristocrat for his Brussels town house
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There is almost no biographical information about this painter.�He married a wealthy lady in 1480; he was a member of the Brotherhood of Our Lady.�Bosch needs to be “read” by looking at his work. Significantly, he chose not to date his works.


He used the Bible as a source of subject matter.


He also deliberately chose to focus on human folly as a source of his subject matter. He is working within a tradition in which man is viewed as being inherently foolish and prone to sin as a result of this folly.�


His work is characterized by the use of symbols that are contemporary to Bosch’s period; as a result, they are very difficult to decode [arcane symbolism].


His work is also characterized by fantastic nightmare visions and hybrid forms—creatures that are constructed from different animals.


His work focuses on sin.


His work rewards the viewer who is prepared to explore the details of the scene.























lived and maintained a shop in Antwerp (1554-1563) which was an important, busting trade center in the Europe of the period; then he moved to Brussels�


he was very famous for his published drawings in which he illustrated proverbs and depicted human follies�


in his large compositions there is usually a main focus but a tremendous amount of peripheral detail�


he used a bird’s eye viewpoint�


he concentrated on depicting as accurately as possible the natural environment�


his depictions of landscapes are incredible; they push the boundaries of what artists at that time thought was possible�


he was very influenced by Bosch�


his work can be separated into some broad categories: Landscapes, Children’s Games, Proverbs, Village Life, Series of the Month, Peasant Life, and Religious Themes





Carrying of the Cross


1564


oil on wood panel





Return of the Hunters


1565


oil on wood panel
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