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     B
notes for pages 10 through 54

“The chaos was even greater here than in the large ghetto. Its inhabitants evidently had been caught by surprise. I visited room that had been occupied by my Uncle Mendel’s family. On the table a half-finished bowl of soup. A platter of dough waiting to be baked” (20).
1. What is going on in this scene that Elie describes?

2. Why is the “half-finished bowl of soup” significant?

Factual Questions:
1. What is a synagogue?

2. What is a ghetto? 

3. What does it mean to liquidate a ghetto?

4. What does “transport” mean?

5. What are cattle cars?

6. Who is Mrs. Schachter?

7. What is a kapo?
Significant Passages:

1. “I became A-7713” (42).


What is the significance of this passage?

2. “Not far from us, flames, huge flames, were rising from a ditch. Something was being burned there. A truck drew close and unloaded its hold: small children” (32).


What is happening in this scene that Elie is describing?

3. “And as the train stopped, this time we saw flames rising from a tall chimney into the black sky” (28).


What does Elie see? Please explain.






4. “’Fire! I see a fire! I see a fire!’” (24).


Who is the speaker?
When are these words spoken?

Why are her words so significant?

5. “I had watched it all happening without moving. I kept silent. In fact, I thought of stealing away in order not to suffer the blows. What’s more, if I felt anger at that moment, it was not directed at the Kapo but at my father” (54).


What is the significance of this passage?
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