
Volume 20 Issue 2 

March 2015 
L a  M e s a  J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  

Paw Prints 

La Mesa  

Junior High School 

26623 May Way 

Santa Clarita, CA 

91351 
 

Website: 

www.hartdistrict.org/lamesa 

Webmaster:  Mr. Brian Ludwick 

Principal: 

Mrs. Michele Krantz 

Assistant Principals: 

Dr. Ana I. Dwork 

Mr. Josh McDonald 

Counselors: 

Mrs. Kathy Gorlick 

Mr. Bob Kerman 

Mr. Steve Paterson 

Newsletter 

Editor, Designer, & Advisor 

Ms. Jan Lynch 

 

Published by: 

Wm. S. Hart School District 

La Mesa Junior High School 

A Message from the Principal... 

The weeks are flying by and the Spring semester is loaded with lots of events 

and activities.   

 

Our Spring Open House is March 19th .  We will be meeting a lot of parents 

and they will enjoy seeing their students’ classroom work.  Some students 

will demonstrate skills they have acquired, while displays of student work 

will be showcased in all the classrooms. 

 

Congratulations are in order for the La Mesa participants in this year’s Dis-

trict Honor Band.  (See their names listed elsewhere in this newsletter.)  A 

special thank you to Mr. Jeff Stephan for his tireless efforts in working with 

all of his young musicians.  

 

Congratulations to our 236 Junior Honor Society applicants this semester.  

This represents a record for La Mesa and is evidence of the outstanding 

scholarship and leadership that we promote each day.  In order to accommo-

date all the parents and guests at the induction ceremony on March 24th, it 

will be necessary to move our event to the gymnasium.  We are very proud 

of these outstanding students. 

 

We continue to work on implementing the Common Core State Standards.  

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) outline what students should 

know and what they should be able to do in reading and mathematics from 

kindergarten through the 12th grade.  Common Core promotes the knowledge 

and skills necessary for colleges and career success, and this school year 

marks the implementation of these standards including the administering of 

new tests based on the new standards.  Our school has received several carts 

of computers that have allowed teachers to use technology in the classroom 

to not only meet the needs of the new standards, but to more effectively en-

gage students. I invite all parents to take a look at our website where you will 

find lots of additional information and answers to many of your questions.  

Information is located under the “Common Core” tab on the La Mesa Home 

page. 

 

Spring Break is almost here…students will be on Spring vacation April 6 

through April 10.  Enjoy and be safe! 

Michele Krantz, Principal 
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C 
ongratulations to our talented La Me-
sa band members who have been 
selected to participate in this year’s  

District Honor Band!  The Honor Band con-
cert will be held on Saturday, March 7th, 
7:00PM at the Hart High School Auditorium. 
 
FLUTE 
Victoria Stagner 
Edenn Park 
Abigail DeMuth 
 
CLARINET 
Alea Rodriguez 
Dominique Hundelt 
Kailyn Stevens 
 
ALTO SAXOPHONE 
William Han 
Tanner Gee 
Nicholas Pennington 
 
TENOR SAXOPHONE 
Marisa Rodriguez 
Derrese Morganfield 
 
BARITONE SAXOPHONE 
lsabella Villalta 

 

TRUMPET 
Charles Cabugnason 
Javier Gonzalez 
lvan Marcelo 
 
EUPHONI 
Joshua Santiago 
 
TROMBONE 
Brendan Gulland 
Rae-Anne Ferraz 
 
TUBA 
Ronaldo Medina 
 
STRING BASS 
Maxwell Johnson 
 
PERCUSSION 
Miguel DeGuzman 
Emily Perez 
Cameron McGuinness 

BAND 

NOTES 
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Exploring Culinary Arts 
 

The students in the Exploring Culinary Arts classes have been cooking 

many tasty treats during second semester!  During the third quarter, each 

class learned about kitchen safety and how to use all of the cool and excit-

ing equipment in the kitchens. The students made cinnamon rolls, cookies in 

the oven as well as a couple of microwave recipes.  

 

Recently the students participated in a cookbook fundraiser. Thank you to everyone who pur-

chased a cookbook and supported the students during the fundraiser.  

 

As we go forward this semester, each student will continue to have the opportunity to work in a 

“family” group in the kitchens and gain a deeper understanding about all that it takes to plan, 

shop for, prepare, and serve meals. Miss Rehmann is very proud of the excellent chefs that her 

students are becoming. 

  

Students in Mrs. Pulaski’s history class just finished up the purchase of 

the Louisiana Territory and the “Second War of Independence” – The 

War of 1812.  We are set to begin studying the continued expansion of 

the United States.  As white settlers begin to move farther and farther 

west, the issue of Native Americans (there for thousands of years) be-

comes a problem for the United States government.  When Andrew Jackson is elected 

president in 1828, he takes matters into his own hands and forces thousands of Cherokee Indians to move 

west with 7.000 soldiers escorting them.  We study the devastating consequences of this forced removal 

along what has become known as the Trail of Tears.   

 

    

The Pioneers have just finished discussing systems of equations started a very interactive Geometry unit in 

math.  Systems of equations allowed us to explore different real-world scenarios by comparing different 

options.  This current Geometry unit involves manipulating various shapes in graphs by sliding, flipping, 

and turning them.  We have been able to create human graphs in class to help us visualize the movements 

that occur under these different transformations.  We are excited for the other hands-on  

activities that we have planned for the remainder of this unit. 

 

    

In English this quarter we are exploring the world of Anne Frank and how she is able to see the positive in 

her time of great challenge.  As we read the play we are creating our own “graphic retelling” booklet of 

how life plays out in the dark days of World War II in a tiny attic above a business in Amsterdam.  

 

We would like to acknowledge our top students for this month’s STUDENTS OF THE MONTH:   

Lindsey Schnyder & Allen Vera.  We are proud of your hard work; keep it up! 

HISTORY 

MATH 

ENGLISH 
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The third quarter brought a lot of activity to the La Mesa library.  This year’s library volunteers and student service 

students were planning for the Book Fair.  Abbie De Muth, Chayliel Quintanilla Flores, Jaydeep Athwal, Katelyn Sulett, 

Madeline Fayne, and Nicholas Pennington read books and created commercials to advertise titles for our upcoming 

fair.  Look for their commercials in the library or on video announcements in March.  Thank you to Christina Danford 

and Sheryl Davis-Moore, who have already signed up to help with our fair starting March 13th.  We are still looking for 

a few more parents.  Visit the library web page ( http://lobolib.weebly.com ) if you would like to sign up.    

 

We are looking forward to seeing you all at the fair where every purchase will help us meet our goal of 

buying new books for the library and classrooms on campus.  If we meet our school goal, students who 

purchased books will have a chance to duct tape Mrs. Krantz to the wall.  You won’t want to miss that! 

 

Three teams completed research projects in the library during the third quarter.  We were happy to host the Patriots 

as they built survival manuals in English and studied the Jackson years in History.  The Brainiacs came to learn more 

about World War II and the Holocaust.  They were followed by the Navigators who learned more about people who 

have taken risks to stand out throughout history.  We look forward to seeing Team Phoenix in the last part of the 

quarter as they investigate poets (7th grade) and unsolved mysteries (8th grade).   

 

What should I read? 

Not sure what to read next?   The internet has a myriad of resources to help you make the choice.  The websites Kids 

Reads and Teen Reads from The Book Report Inc., are both a good starting point to find book reviews written with 

kids in mind.  If you have the name of a book you liked, try a site like Your Next Read.  But perhaps the best site for 

FREE book reviews is your library website.  http://lobolib.weebly.com   Visit our website today for book reviews and 

recommendations written by students and staff members about books in our school library.  See you online! 

Library News 

Rule # 
 All societies function better if people have a mutual understanding and respect for each other.  Our school, 

the society in which students and staff all spend a large part of the day, is no exception.  

 The binder reminder discusses this topic in general.  In effect, it describes school policies and procedures 

as well as expected respectful behavior.  For example, students who are in their seat and are prepared for class be-

fore the tardy bell rings, show respect for their fellow students and the learning process.  Likewise, cooperation 

with teachers and peers provides a positive classroom atmosphere.   

 In particular, under School Rules of Conduct, there is one rule that when followed demonstrates self-

respect and the right of all to learn and become successful.   

 

Rule #5:  Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.  

 

 Students know that certain behavior will disrupt the learning process in our school.  Therefore, engaging in 

those inappropriate behaviors shows lack of respect for their fellow classmates.  Administrators are called upon to 

act in those instances when students do not demonstrate respect. Most of those instances can be avoided if students 

follow Rule #5.  For the most part it starts with a nudge, a shove, a tap on the back, a kick, or a smack on the head.  

When asked about it, most students profess that they were “just fooling around”.  Although it may start without a 

harmless thought,  a simple nudge on the arm can escalate into an unsafe situation or conflict.  Following Rule #5 

can eliminate those potentially unsafe situations.   

   

 I commend those students that show respect for their school by complying with all rules, but in particular 

with Rule #5.  Most students at La Mesa display respect for others and for themselves on a daily basis.  It is the 

way our students show pride in their school.  This is what makes La Mesa Junior High School the special place 

that it is.   
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We are half-way through the third quarter of our 

school year. Your student is already getting dis-

tracted and anticipating summer school.  How 

do you keep them focused in school now? 

 

Go back to basics. Ask them questions about 

their school day.  Instead of asking how their 

day was, ask specific questions such as:  “What 

did you learn in Math class today?”   “Tell me 

one thing you learned in History today.” 

 

For parents of 8th grade students, you can begin 

the discussion about high school, and start ex-

ploring  the different classes your student 

needs to take.  Tell them how important it is to 

earn that high school diploma! 

 

In high school, your student will be using a com-

puter program called Naviance.  Naviance is  a 

program  that is used to help make plans for 

high school, college,  and careers.  You and 

your student can log on to this website by go-

ing to:  http://www.naviance.com/college-

a n d - ca ree r - r ead i ne ss -p la t fo rm /s e l f -

discovery/student-and-family-portal. To sign 

in, click on sign in, choose students’ and fam-

ily sign in.  The next page will ask for the 

school postal code (91351), then choose La 

Mesa.  At that point, the next screen will ask 

for email.  In that slot, enter your student’s id 

number only, and the password is your stu-

dent’s birthdate (2 numbers for the month, 2 

for the day and 2 for the year)  e.g.:  090700. 

 

Once you have logged in, there are a number 

of things to explore from colleges to careers. 

If you have any questions, please contact the 

counselor, Mr.Kerman, at 250-0022, ext. 

123. 

Counselors’ Corner 

In today’s world, we all lead hectic, busy lives.  

Parents race around to work, maintain their home, 

and make sure their child or children are enter-

tained and kept busy.  Never a time for children to 

be bored!  If there are no activities planned, there are always video games, TV, friends, and movies.  

 When a child utters the words, “I’m bored” parents scramble to find ways to entertain them or stimulate 

them in some way. 

 Time for imaginative free play is less and less available to children.  Children are stressed with activi-

ties and obligations which may include sports practices and games, music lessons, school work, and appoint-

ments.   

 But what if we gave our children time to be bored?  Studies have shown that a limited time of boredom 

can actually be beneficial for children’s emotional growth and imagination.  Free “boring” time can be seen as 

an opportunity for children to use their imagination and learn to enjoy their own company.  This free time can 

help your child become more relaxed and self-sufficient and allow for time to be more 

creative.   

 Times of “boredom” can become the impetus to try to play an instrument on their 

own, play board games, invent board games, explore nature (their backyard), write, or 

invent something.  A set of dominos can inspire sculptures, towers, and an infinite num-

ber of activities when left to the imagination of a child.  

  Let’s remember that occasional free time, “boring time”, is an opportunity to 

learn and to use the imagination, all of which leads to a happier, less stressed child.   
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“You ask me for a revolution, well you know… 
Team Revolution wants to change the world!” 

Revolution (rev’ e lu’ shen), n 1. complete change 2. great change 

In History class, we are studying the Middle 

Ages and the Crusades.  The students are learning 

that it was an age of faith, as the Catholic Church 

dominated much of Europe from 1000 to 1300.  In 

1096, the world truly saw the church’s might.  That 

year the Pope gathered some 45,000 knights, archers, 

and swordsmen in Constantinople.  This massive 

army hoped to drive the Muslims out of the holy city 

of Jerusalem.  Yet battles over the Holy City would 

go on for almost 200 years. 

 

Ms. Savage’s Pre-Algebra classes are work-

ing diligently this quarter on solving equations and 

inequalities.  Many students are shining with the new 

concepts. They continue to work on rational num-

bers, Reflex Math and class organization.  Parents:  

Remember to look for rational number quizzes on 

Wednesday night to be signed for extra credit; they 

are taken every Tuesday. I would like to thank the 

many students who are coming in for extra help 

throughout the week. They are improving weekly on 

their rational number quizzes and with their math 

skills.  I offer help 2-3 times a week.  Please encour-

age your child to attend.   

 

Ms. Savage would like to congratulate the 

following students for earning over 100% in math 

second quarter: Reinyel Leonidas, Samantha Mar-

tinez, Alexandra Asi, Ricky Yoingco and Therese 

Cecilio. 

 

Revolution English students are finishing up 

our 1832 voyage across the Atlantic with Charlotte 

Doyle and are about to embark on another engaging 

adventure: Investigating the world of health and fit-

ness! Students will use a variety of sources and writ-

ing techniques to enhance their knowledge and hone 

their research skills. Look for your child's self-made, 

customized fitness plan in the coming weeks!  

 

Also, poetry is just around the corner. Fig-

urative language will be bubbling out of room 464 

like a fountain. Onomatopoeia and alliteration will be 

clicking, crashing, clanging, and clunking their way 

out of our mouths with a profusion of perfect personi-

fied premeditated pedantic pleasure! Here are our A+ 

spellers from the 3rd quarter: Therese Cecilio, Mason 

Ferrar, Maha Hassan, Reinyel Leonidas, Aidan 

Odel, Alexandra Asi, Jose Sandoval, Rocio Bahena, 

Mitchell Favis, Cassidy Florendo, Ashley Garcia, 

Kaleb Moffett, Peter Nameh, Corey Neal, Alexis 

Parada, Benicio Preciado, Zerika Santos, Ricky 

Yoingco, Kasey Alvarez, Isabel Antillon, Ira Calvo, 

Sophia Estrada, Jimmy Kenney, Samantha Mar-

tinez, Juan Palare, Jan Shuntawiwat, Emma 

Strassner, Patrick Vizuete. 

 

In science, we have taken a look at the differ-

ent systems that make up the human body and how 

these systems help our body maintain homeostasis.  

We will continue our journey of the human body into 

fourth quarter.  We have had a great third quarter keep 

up the great work.  

 

Team Revolution honored 25 students with a 

pizza party on February 5 for having straight A’s in 

their academic classes for second quarter. The follow-

ing students were acknowledged: Kasey Alvarez, Isa-

bel Antillon, Therese Cecilio, Natalia Espitia, So-

phia Estrada, Mason Feerrar, Cassidy Florendo, 

Remy Gipson, Landon Hobbs, Sami Hunter, Rein-

yel Leonidas, Samantha Martinez, Maya Morales, 

Shawn Mullaney, Peter Nameh, Karina Nunez, Ai-

dan Odel, Juan Palare, Benicio Preciado, Jaren 

Ringpis, Jose Sandoval, Zerika Santos, Boonya 

Shuntawiwat, Emma Strassner, Ricky Yoingco. 

LOBOS! 
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 “Intelligence plus character 
— that is the goal of true ed-
ucation.”  

 
― Martin Luther King Jr. 

The Brainiacs are coming off their second consecutive 
Spirit Week championship.  We were first rewarded 
with an ice cream party in December, and we will be 
having another ice cream celebration on March 9.  
Brainiac students have rocked in ASB activities all 
year and will continue to do so!  We also expect to win 
the 2015 Olympics competition which will consist of 
such diverse activities as the Sponge Splash, Food 
Relay, Obstacle Course, Academic Decathlon, Tug of 
War, and Art Contest. 

 

The Brainiacs will be visiting the Ronald Reagan Li-
brary on May 4 for a tour of the museum and to take 
part in an exciting simulation of the Grenada crisis 
which occurred during Reagan’s Presidency.  Stu-
dents will take on the role as either a member of the 
Cabinet and participating in a planning session in the 
Oval Office; as a member of the Armed Forces Strate-
gy Team and analyzing the data in the War Room; or 
as a member of the national press corps and reporting 
on the President’s press conference straight from the 
President’s Press Room.  Parent chaperones will be 
needed as a 1 adult to every 10 student ratio is re-
quired.  If interested, please contact Mr. Schulman.  
More information will be distributed soon.  The trip has 
no cost. 

 

Congratulations to our Students of the Month so far 
this year:  Ashley Malloy, Miguel DeGuzman, 
Vanessa Felix, Timothy Kim, Brooke Milam, Tris-
tan Mendoza, Ashley Rens, Joey Harand, Abbie 
DeMuth and Avo Dermenjian.  These students not 
only turn in all work and excel on assessments, but 
are great participants in class discussions and activi-
ties.  

 

In U.S. History, the Brainiacs have been analyzing 
primary source documents to discover the true causes 
and effects of major events from the first half of the 
19

th
 century such as the Louisiana Purchase, the jour-

neys of Lewis and Clark, the War of 1812, the Monroe 
Doctrine and the positive and negative of the Age of 
Jackson.  Coming up, the Brainiacs will experience 
the westward expansion of our nation as pioneers 
take the Oregon Trail, settlers fight for their independ-
ence in the Texas War, and the United States at-
tempts to complete its “Manifest Destiny” in a war with 
Mexico.  Standout students include Angeline De-
Vega, Nico Marino, Maddie Rafter, Hazel Aguiluz, 
Jacob Andrus, Ivan Davila, Jhovany Hernandez, 
Andrew Campos, Jered Telow, McKayla Andrus, 
Kaci Danford, Logan Morrison and Samantha 
Scaglione as well as the aforementioned Students of 
the Month. 

B R A I N I A C S 

In English, we are nearly done with The Giver.  
We've enjoyed identifying foreshadowing clues and 
then discovering the secrets to Jonas's dystopian 
society. It has been a fascinating journey into a dark, 
future world. We are refining our paragraph writing 
skills and are working toward well developed, pol-
ished essays. Fourth quarter we will be learning how 
to give a formal presentation when we deliver our 
Book Talk to the class. We will end the year with Mrs. 
Frank's famous unit on the Titanic, and learning how 
this tragedy has changed our world. 

 

In Science, it is all about body systems.  We are fin-
ishing up on the cardiovascular system and will soon 
look into the effects of smoking on that system.  It is 
sad, but we often think only of the lungs (respiratory) 
system when talking about smoking.  But this should 
be a real eye-opener for students! 

 

Speaking of eyes, we will conclude our body system 
quest with information on the nervous system; specif-
ically neurons and the sense organs: eyes and ears. 

 

Math 7 has been busy solving equations and inequal-
ities.  As always, students continue to work on Reflex 
and work to build their tree house.  The next unit will 
be Geometry. 

 
In World History, we have begun our journey through 
Europe in the Middles Ages. Our quest will take us 
from the chaos of the fall of the Roman Empire, to 
glimmering works of Renaissance art. Just as this 
exciting study of history was beginning, 500 students 
from La Mesa including 150 students from our Quest 
team attended Medieval Times in Buena Park on 
February 13th.  The students experienced history 
from centuries ago in action during a morning of 
feasting and cheering for knights engaged in compe-
tition and combat. 

Q U E S T 
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Third quarter report 

cards will be available 

for viewing online on 

Tuesday, March 24th. 

 

In February, 
La Mesa 7

th
 

graders were treated to an exciting adventure 
through their history classes.  Students who 
signed up could attend the annual field trip to 
Medieval Times in Buena Park. 

Tito Mora was the King of the Round 
Table that day. Along with the other 
lords & ladies they all rooted for actual 
jousting knights on horseback while eat-
ing 3-course meals.  Students enjoy go-
ing to see Medieval Times every year 
during the 2

nd
 semester as they begin 

study on the Middle Ages. 

A Key to your Student’s Success:  ATTENDANCEATTENDANCE 
 

Schools are responsible for teaching your child.  But schools can’t do their job if your child is absent.  Learn-

ing builds day by day.  A child who misses a day of school misses a day of learning. 

 

Research shows that children who are in school most of the time do better on standardized tests.  Studies 

also show that kids who are absent more often score lower on standardized tests. 

 

Being late for school hurts a child’s learning, too.  A student who is 10 minutes late every day will miss 30 

hours of instruction during the year. 

 

Children can copy notes or make up an assignment, but they can never get back what’s most important:  The 

discussions, the questions, the explanations by the teacher and the thinking that makes learning come alive. 

 

Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid educational background – one that can only be gained 

through regular school attendance. 

 

By law, if parents are legally separated or divorced, 

each parent has equal rights to the child unless a par-

ent has a court order that indicates which parent has 

custody. The school MUST HAVE A COPY OF THE 

COURT ORDER on file; otherwise, either parent may 

check the child out of school with proper identification. 
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The third quarter of 2015 has been an exciting 
and educational time for Team Phoenix stu-
dents. In Mr. McCarthy’s Life Science class, stu-
dents are currently studying the bones, muscles, 
joints, and other aspects of the human-body.  
They will be going on to the circulation, respira-
tion, nervous, endocrine, and reproductive sys-
tems of the human body in the next unit. Mr. 
McCarthy’s history students are studying Feu-
dalism, the Crusades, and the Plague. They will 
soon be learning about the Renaissance, the 
Silk Road, the Reformation, the Scientific Revo-
lution, and the ages of exploration and enlight-
enment. 

 

In Mrs. Rojas’s 7th grade history class, students 
are moving along through the medieval times. 
Students had an enriching and fun time on the 
Medieval Times field trip.  They were able to 
make so many connections to what they had 
already learned.  Soon they will start creating an 
“Information Box” on a medieval topic of their 
choice to display for Open House. 

 

In 8th grade history, students have completed 
the Era of Andrew Jackson and will be learning 
about the more tumultuous times in U.S. History.  
Students will be exploring the causes for the Na-
tion dividing as well as conflicts with other coun-
tries regarding the securing of land.  The 8th 
grade students will also be creating an “Info 
Box” on a person that we have discussed and 
the important role they played in history. 

 

In Mr. Galarza’s 8th grade science class, they 
are learning about the amazing ways that atoms 
join together to make up all of the substances 
we use every day.  The elements found on the 
periodic table serve as the ingredients that bond 
together to make up all matter. In 7th grade sci-
ence, they are studying the human muscles. In 
the works is a model of a human joint that is be-
ing made from K'NEX and Lego pieces.  We will 
see how well the students get them to move. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Phoenix 

Swing Dance Competition 
 

Congratulations to Cobi Villalba and 

Marisa Rodriguez for winning the swing 

dance competition back on December 

16th.   A special thank you to all the 

partici-

pants and 

also to 

the huge 

crowd 

who came 

out in 

support 

of the 

dancers. 
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This quarter in art, students have been developing their observational drawing 

skills and exploring possibilities for mixing colors with watercolor colored pencils.  

We are now embarking on a three- dimensional art project, using recycled mate-

rials and paper mache to build sculp- tures of animals, characters, and creatures!   

 

As part of our observational drawing unit, we completed still life drawings representing recycled everyday 

objects, including a plastic bottle, a Styrofoam cup, empty paper towel rolls, and a paper bag.  We used pen-

cils and blending stumps and paid close attention to the different values we saw as we sketched the ob-

jects.  Then we mixed opposite (or complementary) colors to create different types of brown to represent 

the objects.  See some examples of our projects below! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still Life by 

Charlotte Holmes (8th grade) 

Still Life by 

Layla Vashchenko (8th grade) 

Still Life by 

Saray Juarez (8th grade) 

Still Life by 

Jonah Austria (7th grade) 
Still Life by 

Roselyn Uy (7th grade) 

Still Life by 

Preston Swanson (7th grade) 

Still Life by 

Julia Onu (7th grade) 

Still Life by  

Cesar Ramirez (7th grade) 

  

  

  



N A V I G A T O R S 

 
ADDRESS/PHONE CHANGES 

Address changes require proof of new residence. 

FYI – the post office will not forward school mail; 

it is returned to La Mesa.   

Registrar:  kreid@hartdistrict.org 

(661) 250-0022 x 132 
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In Mrs. Dabbeekeh’s 8
th
 grade math classes, 

students are wrapping up the systems of 
equations unit and are beginning an exciting 
new unit of geometry, focusing on transfor-
mations. This unit focuses on the translations, 
rotations, and reflections of shapes on a coor-
dinate plane. In seventh grade, students are 
using worksheets hot off the press to solve 
multi-step equations and inequalities; skills 
that will be invaluable as they transition into 
8th grade. 

 

In Mr. Arteaga’s and Mr. Strauss’s classes, 
students are having their imaginations and 
performance skills put to the test. Mr. Arte-
aga’s students got to “strut their stuff” to their 
favorite song in his Drama class’s patented 
“lip synching” project. Currently, they are 
working on adaptations from a dramatic 
screenplay. In Mr. Strauss’s class, the 7th 
graders are expanding their horizons by se-
lecting and performing a poem recitation from 
some of the most influential poets of the 20

th
 

century. The 8th graders, after having solved 
a genuine Sherlock Holmes mystery, are tak-
ing their Arthur Conan Doyle inspirations and 
attempting to solve a real-life unsolved mys-
tery as their third quarter research project. 

(Continued from page 9) 

History 

Medieval Times has reigned supreme in your 

Navigator's history class!!! We have been living 

the medieval feudal system through the King-

dom in the Classroom simulation. All hail the 

Kings and Queens: Isaias Ramirez and Namita 

Shyam in A period, Katelyn Sulett and Bern-

nette Zappala in B period, Frank Rodriguez and 

Kaylee Toma in C period, Bella Estrada and 

Brenden Suwansawasdi in D period, and Chloe 

Phan and Philip Sorila in F period. The king-

dom simulation came to a close when students 

"perished" due to the Black Death! Fourth quar-

ter brings the Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific 

Revolution, Age of Exploration, and the Meso Ameri-

can civilizations (Aztecs, Inca, and Maya).  

 

Science 

In Ms. Lobitz's science class, students will be studying 

the process of Natural Selection, and how organisms 

on the earth have changed over time.  We will finish 

out the year studying the Human Reproductive sys-

tem, and viruses, such as HIV, that can be transmitted 

through the reproduction system.  We have had a 

great year in science, and we know it will continue 

throughout the 4th quarter. 

 

Math 

We have just finished leaning how to solve equations. 

We learned how to solve one-step, two-step, and mul-

ti-step equations. Please remind your student that Mr. 

Ludwick is available for help during brunch. Also, 

keep signing those Rational Number Quizzes for ex-

tra credit. 

 

English 

Students have enjoyed getting to know the quirky 

main character in 3rd quarter's novel Stargirl. They 

really got in the spirit on Stargirl Day when we 

dressed and acted like Stargirl to see how it would 

feel to be completely unique. During fourth quarter, 

we will be reading non-fiction and working on per-

suasive writing. In addition, we will be doing a poet-

ry unit. The year will come to a close with students 

writing speeches and practicing public speaking.  

 


