Hello Mira Costa Parent/Guardian:

As an introduction to our unit on William Shakespeare, I would like to show the Academy Award-winning movie, “Shakespeare in Love.” “Shakespeare in Love” is a fictional comedy-drama depiction of Shakespeare as an up-and-coming playwright and actor in London, circa 1592. The plot focuses on how Shakespeare, suffering from intense writer’s block, searches for a muse that will provide motivation to write his next play, which turns out to be “Romeo and Juliet.” 
I like to show this movie for two reasons. First, it’s an awesome movie (Best Picture Oscar) in all areas, especially its acting (Gwyneth Paltrow, Best Actress Oscar); its screenplay (Oscar winner); its costume and setting design; and its photography. Second, the movie shows Shakespeare in a different light than what most historical documentaries present, and I think this depiction of Shakespeare is more compelling for students and, by extension, will help the students become more engaged in our studies of Shakespeare and his work.
However, because of its R-rating, due mainly to language, sexual content, and brief nudity, I need parental consent to show the movie. I do fast-forward the four scenes with sexual content and nudity, but there are scenes with cursing that are more difficult to censor. If you approve of your young adult seeing the movie, please sign below; if you do not approve, I will show a more traditional documentary from the History Channel that provides relevant information about Shakespeare and his life. Please let me if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Michael McAvin




310-379-0272 (home)





mmcavin@mbusd.org
Parent/Guardian Signature:_______________________________________
