English: Spooky Tale 
Creative Narrative (2008)

Writing Prompt: Compose an original, spooky story centered around a plot and themes traditional to tales of horror and suspense. Demonstrate the ability to provide an adequate exposition (introduction and background) to your story, as well as the ability to narrate a sequence of events in an interesting and coherent manner.
· Write your tale as a first-person narrative, but the “I” narrating the story cannot be you (the author). Create an original character to narrate your story from a first-person perspective. By the end of the tale, the narrator should be well developed and have a distinct personality. It should be obvious that the author (you) and the narrator are two very different people.
· Be sure to set a mood or atmosphere to your writing which is appropriate to the horror or mystery genres.
· Include the creative and innovative use of imagery and stark, shocking sensory details.
· Your paper must be a minimum of three complete pages in length (but must be no more than four).
· Your paper must follow general MLA format, including:

· It must be typed on standard 8.5 x 11-inch paper.
· Double-space the text of your paper and use a legible font like Times New Roman or Courier. The font size should be 12 pt.
· Remember to ensure that your word processing program is spacing correctly.

· Do not insert an extra space between paragraphs

· Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks.
· Set the margins of your document to one inch on all sides. Indent the first line of a paragraph one half-inch (five spaces or press Tab once) from the left margin. 

· In the upper left-hand corner of the page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text. 

· Double space (hit Enter or Return once) again and center the title. Do not underline your title or put it in quotation marks. 

· Double space (hit Enter or Return once) between the title and the first line of the text. 

· Include a creative and attention-grabbing title at the start of your paper.
· Your paper must be grammatically correct. 
· Design an appropriate, artistic cover for this piece of creative writing which is of high quality and reinforces meaning within the story itself. High quality covers will appear to have taken a substantial amount of time to create. Lower quality covers may have been simply printed from sources on the Internet.

· Plagiarism will not be tolerated in regard to this assignment. Students who steal three or more words in succession from an existing source without proper notation will receive a zero on the assignment and a referral to the vice principal. 

· The tale will be worth 50 points.
Spooky Tale Rubric

_____ (10): Adherence to Assignment Guidelines

· Narrative tells a tale of horror or suspense and develops a “spooky” mood; provides an adequate exposition and narrates events in a series in a logical and coherent manner

· The story is a minimum of three complete pages in length

· Follows MLA format

· Includes a creative title

_____ (10): Development of First-Person Narrator (tale is told through the perspective of a well-developed, complex first-person narrator who is obviously quite different from the author)

_____ (10): Use of Sensory Imagery and Detailed Descriptions (essay includes a plethora of sensory images and details which reinforce and develop the plot, setting, and mood of the story)

_____ (10): Artistic Cover (cover is creative, related to the topic or content of the tale, and was obviously created with a great deal of effort and a lengthy commitment of time)

_____ (10): Grammar and Mechanics (the paper is free from errors in grammar, mechanics, and usage)


_____ (50): Overall Score
