English 3-4 CP/A: Biblical Literature and the Oral Tradition

Presentation:

Before there was a formal writing system, people shared stories and passed down important cultural information through a process we now refer to as the oral tradition. Most of the societies or civilizations that used the oral tradition we refer to as pre-literate (as existing before there was a written language), and the literature that comes out of this tradition we call oral literature. 
The books that comprise the Old Testament were passed down orally. Later in the semester, we embark on a unit of Anglo-Saxon poetry, looking at some of the earliest pieces of writing in the English language, in an early form of the language we no longer understand today—Old English. Before Christian scribes transposed these poems into writing, Anglo-Saxon warriors also preserved their history through word of mouth and formal storytelling performances.

In the spirit of this tradition, you will research a particular story from the Bible (one of your sources should be the Bible, but the rest you can research online) and orally share your knowledge with the class. In effect you will be teaching that part of the Bible to the rest of the class. Your storytelling should be informative but also entertaining (two of the main purposes of oral literature). As a general rule, you will want to give the big picture and then provide some specific examples and details about your character/story. 
Topics:

~Genesis and Exodus we will read together as a whole class~
1. Samson and Delilah

2. David and Goliath

3. Samuel
4. The Philistines

5. Solomon 
6. Jonah and the whale/Joshua and the Battle of Jerico
7. Job
8. Daniel

9. John the Baptist

10. Parables/Psalms
11. Jesus, Virgin Mary, Mary Magdalene

12. John (the apostle) Simon/Peter, Judas Iscariot, Thomas

13. Revelation and the Apocalypse
14. Satan

Grading:

You will present together, but you will be graded individually. Split up the information/stories so that you each have a more or less equal part in the presentation. Presentations should run 5-7 minutes in length. Your part of the presentation must be memorized (no note cards!). You will be graded as follows:

· Content/Information: 20 points

You should present a clear and well-organized retelling of the story in the Bible, with all the key information. Provide a list of sources—one must be the Bible itself (look for the New International Version) in MLA format to turn in when you present (one for the group).
Presentations Skills: 15 points

Your presentation should be memorized. Eye contact, volume, posture, and enunciation are all important! Remember that your audience will be taking notes on your presentation, so deliver information slowly and clearly. Try to anticipate potential misunderstandings or questions and address them in your presentation. Make sure to rehearse your presentation beforehand, so that everyone knows what he/she is doing and when, and have a smooth delivery, with smooth transitions. Finally, if you are using technology in any way, make sure it works beforehand! Dropbox or Googledocs might be the best option.
· Overall effort/creativity: 15 points

Think outside the box in determining how you will present and teach this information to the class. Maybe you will turn a Bible story into a song to play on your guitar. Maybe you will include helpful handouts and visual aids for the class. Maybe you will make a storybook. Individuals who go above and beyond in teaching the class in effective and creative ways will earn the most points. Be creative, funny, entertaining, but don’t sacrifice the content—you still want to be thorough. 
· TOTAL POINTS: 50  (
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