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Some notes on the writer:

· Born in Moscow in 1821, died in St. Petersburg in 1881

· Russian novelist and short story writer

· Known most for his novels Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov
· In 1846 he joined the utopian socialists; in 1849 he was arrested and sentenced to death; his sentence was commuted at the last second; he was imprisoned instead and spent 4 years of hard labor in Siberia

· Returned to St. Petersburg in 1854, devoted to writing and on a religious mission

Socratic Seminar Questions
1. Ivan and Alyosha can be said to represent two sides of human nature. What are those sides?

2. The same can be said for the Grand Inquisitor and Jesus Christ. They also can be said to represent two sides of a philosophical argument. What are those sides and does the text provide any resolution?

3. Do human beings have the capacity for freedom? Is it true that people would just rather be fed and comfortable than have free will?

4. What is the role of “messiahs” and prophets? Is there a place for such people in our society today?

5. Is it the fate of all truth-seekers and artists, to be “crucified” by the world?

6. What is the value/purpose of myth/religion? Does it have a unique purpose that can’t otherwise be filled?

7. Can we reconcile religion with science?

8. Can science (or something else) provide the same kind of moral guidance or values that religion has traditionally?

