Committees in Congress

The senate and house divide their work into ___________. Members of Congress sit on one or more committees, where most _______ start in the legislative process.

Standing committees 

[image: image1]Are permanent ________________ in Congress to which bills of similar nature could be sent?
The House Rules Committee
The Rules Committee decides whether and under what ______________ the full House will ___________a measure.

This places great power in the Rules Committee, as it can ______________, ___________, or even ______________ House action on a measure.

Select committees are panels established to handle a _______________ ______________and usually exist for a __________________ time.

Most select committees are formed to investigate a ________________ matter.


A joint committee is one composed of members of ________ houses. Examples of joint committees include the Joint __________Committee, the Joint Committee on ____________, and the Joint Committee on the ___________of _____________.
A conference committee- a temporary, joint body- is created to iron out _____________________ between bills passed by the __________________ and ___________________ before they are sent to the ____________.

Committee Chairman and Seniority Rule

Committee Chairmen

· The committee chairmen are the members who head the _____________ committees in each chamber of Congress.

· The chairman of each of these _______________ committees is chosen from the majority party by the majority party caucus.

Seniority Rule
· The seniority rule, an unwritten custom, holds that the most __________ posts will be held by those party members with the _____________ records of service in Congress.

· The _________ of each committee is often the _____________-__________ member of the committee from the _________ party.

Review

Committees in Congress

Directions: Using the chart below, choose the correct committee the Bill will originate in.
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1. Bill S. 3588: Great Lakes Ecosystem Protection Act of 2012 
________________________________________
2. Bill H.R. 6568: Back to Work Blueprint Act
________________________________________
3. Bill H.R. 6574: Servicemember Mental Health Review Act
________________________________________
4. S. 3577: Foreign Prison Conditions Improvement Act of 2012

________________________________________
5. What type of committee would create bills related to a recent terrorist attack in the United States? ________________________________________
6. What type of committee would discuss two different versions of the same bill?     

________________________________________
7. What type of committee would always be in existence?  __________________________________________
Level 1 Question


__________________________________________________


_

















Level 2 Question


__________________________________________________


_

















Level 3 Question


__________________________________________________
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