U.S. Imperialism Notes

CUBA

-In 1898, the Unites States fought and won a four month long war with Spain that was sparked by a revolution in Cuba.

-Cuba, being only 90 miles off the coast was afraid of a Spanish ruled Cuba.

-Jose Marti, a Cuban exile, gathered arms, money, and men in New York to help fight the Spanish.

-Once the United States beat Spain in the war, the United States became a dominant power in the Caribbean.

-After the war, Spain granted Cuba independence.

-Cuba was left in chaos, the government was non-existent, and disease was rampant.  

-President McKinley set up a military government in Cuba.  The United States began to rebuild Cuba.

-The U.S. insisted the Cubans sign the Platt Amendment before U.S. military departure.

-The Platt Amendment stated that the U.S. had the right to intervene in Cuban affairs to protect American lives and property, and also gave the U.S. two military bases on the island.

PHILIPPINES

-During the Spanish-American War, the United States sought to take over the Philippines, another Spanish colony.

-Emilio Aguinaldo, a native Filipino started an uprising against Spanish rule.

-His rebellion had successfully ousted Spanish rule in all territories in the Philippines except Manila.

-Aguinaldo, used the U.S. as help to take back Manila, thinking that the U.S. would grant the Philippines independence.  

-In the treaty ending the war, President McKinley debated if the U.S. should take over.  McKinley decided it would be best for the U.S. to take the islands and civilize the Filipinos.  

-The Filipinos resisted U.S. control, and Aguinaldo was thrown out of his own country.  

-The Filipinos resisted and started a revolution against U.S. control.  

-After 3 years, the U.S. finally crushed the revolution costing them 600 million dollars and thousands of deaths.

PUERTO RICO

-After the Spanish-American War, the United States acquired Puerto Rico from Spain.

-The United States began to rebuild Puerto Rico for business and trade purposes.

-The United States Supreme Court passed the Jones Act deciding that Puerto Ricans should be granted U.S. citizenship in 1917.

-Looking for cheap labor, U.S. businessmen invested heavily in Puerto Rico.  By 1930, U.S. investors owned 60 % of public utilities and the banking industry, 80% of the tobacco industry, 60 % of the sugar industry and all overseas shipping.  

-Small plantation owners were slowly out of work.  With a 30 % unemployment rate, the Puerto Ricans found themselves poor.  

-After 30 years of U.S. rule, living conditions were deplorable, with little sanitation, widespread disease, and low life expectancy.

PANAMA

-At the end of the Spanish-American War, the U.S. gained control of Puerto Rico and the Philippines.  

-These new territories gave the U.S. reason to build a canal to make trade easier.  

-The U.S. was determined to build a canal through Panama.  

-Pres. Theodore Roosevelt negotiated with the Columbians who controlled Panama.

-The Columbians did not want the U.S. in the area.

-Roosevelt was very upset but he was determined to get the canal completed.

-Roosevelt was determined to meet any international challenge.

-Roosevelt had developed the “big stick diplomacy”, which asserted the right of the United States to act as an international police power in Latin America.

-Roosevelt’s next step was to get the Panamanians to rebel against the Columbians.  

-With U.S. help, the Panamanians easily won independence from the Columbians.

-Construction of the canal started.  It took 11 years, and 400,000 men to complete.  

-The construction of the canal was the most amazing technological project ever seen by man.  

-After Roosevelt died in 1921, the United States sent a letter of regret to the Columbians on how the U.S. took the canal.

HAWAII

-The United States became interested in Hawaii in the 1820’s.

-Many missionaries became prosperous sugar growers who dominated the economy.

-In the late 1800’s, the United States made trade agreements with Hawaii; the U.S. also received Pearl Harbor.

-In 1891, Queen Liliukalani came to power.  She wanted the power to return to the monarchy and reduce the power of foreign merchants.

-A revolution broke out between native Hawaiians and U.S. merchants.  Assisted by the U.S., the merchants restored power and set up a provisional government.  

-Pres. Grover Cleveland decided against taking the Hawaiian Islands.  Grover Cleveland fought for Liliukalani in restoring power.  It was unsuccessful due to the white rich settlers.

-5 years later, Americans favored annexation due to the strategic and commercial value of the islands. 

-After the Spanish-American War, the U.S. annexed the islands
MEXICO

-In 1910, the Mexican Revolution began.  Porfirio Diaz, the Mexican President allowed foreign investment that led to a large division of wealth.  

-In the late 1900’s, U.S. businesses had invested over a billion dollars in Mexico and over 50,000 Americans lived in Mexico.

-The unequal distribution of wealth led to the Mexican Revolution.

The leaders of the rebels were Emiliano Zapata and Pancho Villa.  

-Causes of the Revolution: 

Mexico’s population doubled between 1880-1910


Peasants consisted of 96.6%


Large foreign Investments

-In 1914 relations between the United States and Mexico grew tenser.  

-President Wilson did not know whom to support.  Poncho Villa was infuriated by Wilson’s decision not to support him.  Poncho Villa retaliated by executing 16 Americans in New Mexico.

-Wilson, with Mexico’s Presidents permission led a manhunt for Villa and his 1500 men.  The long manhunt raised more tensions between the two neighbors.

-Wilson did not recall troops until the start of WW1.

-1919 – Zapata assassinated

-1921 – Poncho Villa assassinated

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
-The Dominican Republic was ruled by Spain throughout the 1800’s.

-The Dominican suffered from corruption and instability.  After the Dominican gained independence in the late 1800’s, the country was left in a state of lawlessness and disorder.

-Ulises Heureaux took power and made many improvements in education, infrastructure and foreign investments.

-Heureaux allowed the United States and Europeans to invest in land purchases.  Heureaux was assassinated in 1899 leaving the Dominican in enormous debt with no government.

-Pres. Teddy Roosevelt felt it was his responsibility to meddle in the affairs in Latin America to keep the area safe.  “Speak softly and carry a big stick.”  

-The United States took over the Dominican to help rebuild its financial debt.

-For two years, the United States acted as a customs collector for two years until foreign debts were paid.  

-Pres. William Taft followed Roosevelt in occupying the Dominican.  Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy encouraged American businesses to invest in foreign regions.  

-Taft believed that dollars not bullets would be a better way to achieve prosperity and worldwide stability.

-After years of civil war and unrest in the region, Rafael Leonidas Trujillo rose to power in 1930.  

CHINA

-During the 1880’s, the United States had a growing interest in China.  In the late 1800’s, the Manchu Dynasty was weak and unstable.  China was not strong enough from preventing foreign powers from invasion.

-Russia, Japan, Britain, France and Germany all took control of a specific region in China.  

-These regions became to be known as “spheres of influence.”

-U.S. missionaries and businessmen were cut off by the foreign powers.  After years of unrest between the five nations in China, the U.S. urged the foreign powers to protect the interests of China.

-The United States asked the foreign powers to respect the “Open Door Policy”:

-No power would prevent others from trading in its sphere of influence.


-All taxes on imports and exports would be collected by China.

-No power would discriminate against other powers in its sphere of influence.

-All powers agreed to the Open Door Policy.

-Most Chinese were outraged by foreign control and the condition their country was in.  

HAWAII

