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LECTURE NOTES

THE SENATE

SECTION OBJECTIVE-To understand the structure of the Senate

A. Election and Terms

1. Since 1914, members of the Senate have been chosen by the people at regular November elections.

2. Because senators serve longer terms than the House members and because they represent the views of their entire State, senators are expected to focus less on the interests of small localities and more on the interests of their entire State and the nation.

B. Qualifications for Senators

1. The Senate judges the qualifications of it’s members and may exclude a member-elect by a majority vote.  The Senate may punish members with a majority vote or expel them with a two-thirds vote.

