Syllabus for 6th,  7th and 8th grades Spanish Class
Academic Year 2013-2014
Teacher:  Señora Downey

Email: mdowney@sbdiocese.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed as an introduction to Spanish. Students gain appreciation and understanding of the language by Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  Students will not only learn grammar and vocabulary, but the history, geography and culture of Spanish-speaking countries.  The goal of the Spanish class is to prepare students for high school Spanish and to help them become global thinkers.  At the completion of eight grade, students will have obtained the knowledge  equivalent to high school Spanish I.
CLASS EXPECTATION

Students are expected to pay attention throughout the lessons.  Taking risks is important; participation is a substantial part of the overall grade.  Students are expected to follow instruction and to perform all class work as assigned.  Most importantly, students are expected to be respectful of their classmates.   
MATERIALS
Students in 6th and 7th grades will be using En Español 1A and 8th grade students will be using En Español 1B by McDougal Littell along with Más Práctica workbook for each grade.  In addition to the textbook and workbook, students will benefit from teacher-generated materials and supplemental sources such as worksheets, videos, games, music, etc.
All students MUST have a SEPARATE   notebook or three ring binder with pocket folders for handouts.  The binder or notebook needs to be divided into three parts:  Grammar, Vocabulary/Spelling, and Culture and each of these sections must be clearly labeled.  Notebook checks will be conducted at least once a trimester, and oftentimes will be unannounced, so students should be prepared and bring their notebook to class everyday.  Failure to do so will result in loss of points.

HOMEWORK
Students are required to study at least 15 minutes daily in order to reaffirm the material learned in class.  Homework will be assigned at least twice a week.  Sometimes class work not finished in class will be considered homework for the next class. NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED UNLESS THERE IS A FAMILY OR MEDICAL REASON.
EVALUATION

Grades are based on daily participation, homework, quizzes (announced and unannounced) and tests (major tests, projects and presentations).  It is extremely important for students to participate and ask questions as soon as they need help.
Classroom Participation/Notebook   
30%

Homework                                 
30%

Projects & Tests                                
40%

PLEASE PRACTICE, practice, practice your Spanish daily…15 minutes is what I ask in addition to your homework.  An excellent online student resource for daily review is www.ClassZone.com.  Simply click on the En Español Level 1A or 1B book and there you will find several activities to help you practice and improve your Spanish.
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