Due :___________


Lord of the Flies: Theme Analysis Paper
The theme of Lord of the Flies has been questioned and speculated about for decades. To answer the critics, Golding said that the theme was to trace the problems of society back to the sinful nature of man. He wrote the book to show how political systems cannot govern society effectively without first taking into consideration the defects of human nature. 

The defects of human nature are exemplified in Golding’s novel through the characters of Jack and his hunters. Here, Golding shows that men are inherently evil; if left alone to fend for themselves, they will revert back to the savage roots of their ancestors. This is seen in the novel near the end, when the tribe is hunting Ralph. Matters had become quite out of hand by this time. Even the naval officer who saves the boys knows their society has become savage
Many readers of Lord of the Flies interpret that Golding sees no hope for mankind. Many believe that Golding sees evil as an inborn trait of mankind. Write a paper that supports this argument. First, make the argument that Golding sees no hope and sees evil as an inborn trait. Second, support that argument with examples from the novel. You may follow the format below.

Introduction: 

• Hook. The hook should be general and interesting. It should draw the reader in. It should also connect thematically to the thesis.

• Necessary Information (transition)
o Author’s name (William Golding)

o Title of work (Lord of the Flies) Titles of books should be underlined.

o Very brief plot summary that builds up to your thesis. (Do not summarize entire story.

Summarize only information that will be needed to understand the rest of the paper. This might take four or five sentences).
• Thesis
o Your thesis is the argument of the paper that needs to be supported by everything that follows.

o Sample thesis: Golding’s major argument throughout the novel is that evil is an inborn trait of mankind.

Body Paragraph – (Follow TIQA):You should have 2 or 3 body paragraphs. Each paragraph should focus on one event or portion of the story that provides evidence to support your thesis.
• T Make sure each body paragraph has a topic sentence. It is in the topic sentence that you should mention or portion of the story that provides evidence to support your thesis.

• I Make sure that you introduce your quotes

o Make sure that you provide some context. Who says the words? Where are they said? When are they said? Are they in response to someone? Are they describing something? Pretend that your reader hasn’t read the book in a very long time.

• Q Provide quotes that support your topic sentence.

• A Provide an analysis of how this quote supports your argument or your topic sentence.

Conclusion: (4Rs)

• Restate your thesis. RESTATE, not rewrite. Say your thesis again, but say it in a creatively different way.

• Briefly summarize, or Review, your main points. This should be done in 1-2 sentences.

• State the importance of your argument. Try to Relate the argument to the broader world.

o Use an example from today that proves William Golding correct. Think about war, crime, and other evil doings. (This should take 3 – 5 sentences.)

• Clincher—Round off—your last impression to the reader should relate back to the hook or the title.
Rubric: Response to Literature

4 = Clearly meets criteria

3 = Shows progress toward this criteria and is fairly successful

2 = Makes some progress toward this criteria, but with little success

1 = Attempts, but does not achieve this criteria

0 = No attempt made toward achievement of the criteria

	CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION
	RATING

	· Genre, focus, and organization
	

	Introduction grabs the reader’s attention.
	4      3      2      1      0

	Introduction includes novel’s title, author, brief preview of main points, and thesis.
	4      3      2      1      0

	Thesis provides a clear claim and focus for the essay that addresses the prompt.
	4      3      2      1      0

	Presents points in logical order that connect back to the thesis.
	4      3      2      1      0

	Strong conclusion sums up the main points and presents additional insights/world connections.
	4      3      2      1      0

	· Evidence and interpretation
	4      3      2      1      0

	Provides textual examples and details to support the interpretations.
	4      3      2      1      0

	Develops interpretations that demonstrate a thoughtful, comprehensive grasp of the text.
	4      3      2      1      0

	Uses a clear authoritative voice which conveys the writer’s literary expertise.
	4      3      2      1      0

	· Writing conventions
	

	Standard English spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are used appropriately (especially when punctuating dialogue).
	4      3      2      1      0

	Transitional words connect evidence.
	4      3      2      1      0

	Average Score:
	


