Biographical Narrative Outline & Examples
Intro

· Begin with a descriptive image of your person (appearance, a defining action or dialogue, etc.). This will help you with your controlling impression and full circle ending!

· Example: Pa-Paw was a giant to me with a deep baritone voice and a square, intimating jaw. He had a hard-nosed look and a rough exterior.
· Provide any necessary background information
· Example: He grew up with little love and he did not want his brothers and sisters to grow up the same way.

· Hint at the controlling impression

· Example: But it is his wisdom I would one day learn from and absorb in. One day, he would teach me the ways of an ant and possibly nourish my curiosity.

Body P

· Give one anecdote (story) for each body paragraph with specific details. Paint a picture (image) of your “character” (the person you are writing about)! Consider including dialogue, actions, gestures, description, etc.). Use SMTs: details for effect, expanded moment, figurative language, etc.
· Example: My first memory of my sister’s guidance was in my first year of elementary school. It was a warm, sunny day, but I was stiff with anticipation, not knowing how to prepare myself for the day ahead of me. She was cool and calm, her hair bouncing off her back as she skipped along in confidence. She was only two years older, but she held my hand the way my mother would have, and as she pulled me along, I fell into step with her bubbly bounce. She looked at me periodically to “check in” – not with words, but with a reassuring smile. I had worried so much about being away from my mother, about whether or not I could fend for myself in a busy sea of chattering children…but now, I began to smile, too. As we entered the school, people looked at my sister and me, cheerily smiling as if we knew exactly what the day would bring… and I did. I knew, by the way she held my hand and looked at me, she was watching out for me. I knew that she would not be far away. I knew that she would be there to greet me after school, as any guardian would be. 
· Reflect on your thoughts and feelings in your concluding sentence (the last sentence of each body paragraph) and hint again at the controlling impression. What did you learn? How did you feel or think differently after the experience?
· Example: He laid out a plan to let me acknowledge it all by myself. Now that I look back, I smile with thankfulness and glee when I think of all he taught me with his gentle guidance.

· Make sure you order your anecdotes in a logical way!

Conclusion
· Come full circle (SMT)! Revisit the image from your intro paragraph and tie it into the final comment on your controlling impression.

· Example: Pa-Paw stood back up, turned, and gave me that hard-nosed look I was so familiar with, but there was something else in that look as well.

· Directly state your controlling impression. What do you you want your readers to know or feel about the person you are writing about?
· Example: My grandfather taught me all he could about life, not only through his words, but also his actions. He taught me about the world beyond the little city where I lived. He brought me with him to travel through his stories. He showed me that I can do anything if I try: I could stop the roll of time. I appreciate so much now how much he implanted in me. Through observing his actions and confidence in life, I learned the way ants are. Just like my grandfather, ants are those hardy little creatures; tough and knowledgeable…but grandpa is better to hug!
Note: Use the sample essay on page 125 of your textbook to help you with the format. This essay is missing a full circle ending, though, so make sure you add one to yours!
