Terms
Germany and Italy

Anschluss:    The Anschluss, or “union” or “connection” between Austria and Nazi Germany, was accomplished by Hitler in the spring of 1938.

Blitzkrieg: A radically new military strategy based on the use of massed armor, tactical air support, and motorized infantry to achieve a rapid victory, it was employed by the Germans between 1939 and 1941.

Blockwart: During the Third Reich, in each neighborhood or apartment building one individual served as the “block watch,” keeping tabs on his neighbors. The Blockwart watched to determine who was loyal to the regime and who was not.

Carbonari: A secret society in early nineteenth century Italy, the name derived from the practice of swearing in new members by making a mark on the initiate’s forehead with charcoal. The Carbonari were originally organized to resist Napoleon’s armies, but after 1815 they agitated for Italian unification and opposition to the presence of foreign monarchies on Italian soil.

Croix de Feu: Created in France in 1929, the Cross of Fire was a right-wing veterans’ organization that denounced the “decadence” of the Third Republic. It was not unlike the fascist paramilitary organization in Italy and Germany after the First World War, opposing parliamentary democracy and especially the socialist left.

Diktat: The “dictated peace,” or Diktat, was the derisive description applied by the Germans to the hated Treaty of Versailles after the First World War.

Dreadnought: The newly designed battleship of the late 1890s that promised to revolutionize navel warfare and render existing fleets largely obsolete. The determination of the Germans to construct a fleet of Dreadnoughts led to a bitter navel rivalry with Britain and poisoned Anglo-German relations before 1914.

Duce: “Leader,” in Italians, was the title taken by Mussolini upon his consolidation of power in the mid-1920s.
Drole de Guerre: The French tern for “phony war” or “Sitzkrieg” in German, it referred to the strange lull in fighting between the fall of Poland in 1939 and the German onslaught in Western Europe in the spring of 1940. 

Einsatzgruppen: Special SS commando units dispatched into Poland and the Soviet Union to conduct “special operations” against the Jews. During the summer of 1941 they conducted a bloodbath on the Stern front, slaughtering perhaps as many as a million Jews. 

Endlosung: The Nazi “final solution to the Jewish question,” the Endlosung in 1941 came to mean the physical extermination of the Jews.
Entjudung: “De-Jewification” was the ugly term used by the Nazis to describe their policy of urging/forcing Jews to leave Germany between 1933 and the outbreak of the war in 1939.

Fuhrer: Hitler assumed the title of “leader,” or Fuhrer, within the NSDAP shortly after his release from prison in1925. It would become his formal title after the death of Hindenburg in 1934, when he merged the offices of chancellor and president. 
Gestapo:  The Gestapo was the Nazi “Secret State Police” created by Goring in 1933.  It became one of main pillars of Nazi totalitarian rule in Germany and Europe.

Gleichschaltung:  Gleichschaltung was the term used to describe the Nazi policy of bringing all agencies of the German state and society into line, coordinating them under Nazi rule.  The period from 1933-1935 is usually referred to the period of Gleichschaltung.
Grossdeutschland/Kleindeutschland:  During the Revolution of 1848 in Germany, the liberals meeting in Frankfurt to create a united German state were divided over whether the new German state should be a greater Germany (Grossdeutschland including Austria), or a small Germany (Kleindeutschland) excluding the Habsburg lands.

Italia Irrendenta:  During and after the First World War, Italian nationalists called for the return of “unredeemed” Italian lands to the north and across the Adriatic, especially Fiume, Istria, and Dalmatia. 

Kristallnacht:  The “night of broken glass” against the Jews was carried out by the Nazi regime on November 9-10, 1938.  It marked the first nationally coordinated campaign of violence against Jews with clear direction and support of the regime.

Lebensraum:    From his earliest speeches and writings, Hitler demanded “living space” for the German people.  This desire for living space was directed largely toward the East, where Hitler anticipated a war of conquest.
Luftwaffe:  The German Air Force was reestablished in 1935 under the leadership of Hermann Göring.

Realpolitik:  “The politics of realism,” Realpolitik is associated above all with Otto von Bismarck’s rule in Prussia/Germany.  It implied ignoring ideological principles when they conflicted with concrete objectives of the monarchy.  Typically, his Realpolitik infuriated doctrinaire liberals and conservatives alike.

Sippenhaft:  Sippenhaft was the Nazi policy, initiated by the Gestapo, of arresting whole families for the crimes of one of its members. 

Squadristi:  Squadristi were Mussolini’s fighting street organization used to keep opponents in line, similar to Hitler’s Strom Troopers.

Zollverein:  The Zollverein was the Prussian Customs Union, originally established in 1819, which evolved gradually into a powerful weapon for the Hohenzollerns in their efforts to bring unification under Prussian auspices.  By cleverly excluding the Austrians while incorporating all the other German states by the early 1860’s, conservative Prussia made itself the economic leader of Germany and the darling of liberal business interests everywhere in German central Europe.  
