	Siddhartha Reading Questions, Vocabulary


Vocabulary
	Words
	Be able to explain the importance of each term below. There is no written assignment for these words.
1. ablutions

2. Om

3. Atman

4. Nirvana

5. Buddha

6. Brahmin

7. Rig veda

8. Prajapati

9. Upaanishads

10. Samanas


Reading Questions
The Brahmin’s Son
	Introduction
	See the contrasts to the movie from the outset, but notice the tone is the same.


	Questions
	1. Why is Siddhartha unhappy? Why is his spirit like a “waiting vessel”?
2. Why is Govinda willing to follow him?
3. How are the Samanas described? From his description, how does the author feel about them?
4. How did Siddhartha convince his father? Why didn’t he just go?
5. Why, do you suppose, Mom doesn’t have more of a role in the decision?


With the Samanas
	Introduction
	Siddhartha gets started on the way.


	Questions
	ANSWER ONLY FIVE QUESTIONS BELOW

1. How does he act when he is with the Samanas?
2. What is his goal? What happens when he reaches that goal?
3. How does Sidd meditate?
4. What frustrates Sidd?
5. Acccording to Siddhartha, what can one learn? Explain.
6. Who is Gotama? What does the author think of him?
7. What does Sidd do with the oldest Samana?
8. What does that feat show?


	Thought questions
	For all his talents, Siddhartha is still learning. How can you tell that Siddhartha is still very young?


Gotama
	Introduction
	Sidd goes on to look for second hand wisdom.


	Questions
	1. How is Gotama different from the Samanas?
2. How do they rcognize him?
3. Why does govinda choose to join him Why won’t Siddhartha?
4. According to Siddhartha, how will he find enlightenment?
5. What has the Buddha robbed from him? What has he given?


	Thought questions
	• Is Siddhartha arrogant?


Awakening
	Introduction
	Sidd goes his own way and goes and goes and goes.


	Questions
	1. What does Sidd decide to study?
2. Why does he feel an “icy chill”?
3. He compares himself to a star. How is that so?



Kamala
	Introduction
	The world of Samsara is open to the master. No more fasting and meditation! Bring on the Courtesans!!!!


	Questions
	ANSWER ONLY FIVE QUESTIONS BELOW

1. How has his point of view changed? How does the writing style reflect this?
2. What dream does Siddhartha see?
3. What does Siddhartha think of the Ferryman and of the river?
4. Why doesn’t Siddhartha “ascend the tree” with the woman?
5. How does Siddhartha prepare for Kamala? What does he want from her?
6. What three things can Siddhartha do?
7. Siddhartha compares himself to a stone. How is this so?


Amongst the People
	Introduction
	After ”ascending the tree” Siddhartha decides he likes his new world.


	Questions
	ANSWER ONLY FIVE QUESTIONS BELOW

1. How does Siddhartha take control of the interview?
2. For all of his holy skills, in the end, why does Kamaswami hire him?
3. In your own words, what did Kamala teach him?
4. What makes Siddhartha good at business?
5. Why might he be an excellent partner for Kamaswami?
6. What does his four day trip to the village show about Siddhartha?
7. What does Siddhartha’s inner voice say? How is life “flowing past” him?
8. How are Siddhartha and Kamala similiar?


 
Samsara
	Introduction
	Sidd is starting to get tired of it all.


	Questions
	ANSWER ONLY FIVE QUESTIONS BELOW

1. Does Sidd have a bad life? What is good about it?

2. What happened when the property finally became chain and a burden?

3. How does his dice playing echo his real life?

4. What was his Kamala dream about?

5. What was the Bird dream about?

6. Why does he feel dead?

7. Why is it important that Kamala is pregnant? Why out of that last trip?


By the River
	Introduction
	Suicide is painless...


	Questions
	1. Why does Sidd wish to kill himself?
2. What is the tone of this section. is it entirely serious?
3. What sound does he here? How does he react?
4. How is he different when he wakes up?Who is sitting with him?
5. What does Sidd start lecturing his friend about?


 
	Symbolism
	How does the river work as a symbol?


The Ferryman
	Introduction
	Don’t pay the Ferryman....


	Questions               Write a 10-bullit summary
	


Questions
	Thought questions
	Kamala has a pretty weak role. How would the story be different if she were stronger? What would happen if she had a sense of humor?


 The Son
	Introduction
	Now, the strangest chapter of the book. The shoe is on the other foot.


	Questions
	ANSWER ONLY FIVE QUESTIONS BELOW

1. What about Sidd would make him a lousy father?
2. How does young Sidd take advntage of the father?
3. What does he try and do for his son? Why won’t it work?
5. Why is the river laughing?
6. How can love be “Samsara”?
7. Why does the son hate the father?
8. Why did he break the oar?
9. In losing his son, what might Siddhartha have gained?


 
	Thought
	When I read this chapter, I laugh at Sidd’s troubles. Whyat is ironic about his losses?


 
Om
	Introduction
	Vasudeva finally gets what he deserves.


	Questions
	Answer the following questions fully.
1. What “wound” does Siddhartha have?
2. What has been his biggest change since becoming a ferryman?
3. What does the river do when Sidd goes to see his son? Whose reflection does he see?
4. Siddhartha and Vasudeva listen very, very closely to the river. What do they hear?
5. Why is everything interconnected?
6. Where does Vasudeva go? (Not just the woods)


	Thought
	Although there is one more chapter left to go, the ultimate realization has come in this one. What is it?


Govinda
	Introduction
	Sidd prepares for his final trip; his apotheosis. And he gets an old visitor.


	Questions
	ANSWER ONLY FIVE QUESTIONS BELOW
1. Why is there still restlessness in Govinda’s heart?
2. What is wrong with seeking, according to Sidd?
3. Why doesn’t Sidd have a doctrine?
4. What is the symbolism of the stone?
5. How can Nirvana and Samsara be the same?
6. What does Govinda see Siddhartha do? What does this show about Sidd’s final change?


