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Chapter 10: Congress
CONGRESS 

1.  What is the major function of Congress?

2.  Explain why you agree or disagree with the following statement, "Had the states not been equally represented in the Senate, there might never have been a Constitution."

3. Why is Congress rarely called in to Special Sessions today?

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

4.  What is the exact size of the House of Representatives?
5.  What does it mean that the seats of the House will be apportioned among the states?

6.  Why is it important to reapportion the House after every census?

7.  What four items does the Reapportionment Act of 1929 provide for?
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8.  What is the difference between a "Single-member district" and an "at large" district?

9.  What is the term for creating district lines that are beneficial to a certain political party?

10.  What are the three qualifications required of a person running for the House?
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THE SENATE

11.  How does the Senate provide each state with equal representation?

12.  Were members of the Senate always voted on "at large"?  How were they previously chosen? What amendment allows voters to choose their state Senator?
13.  Why do Senators have longer terms then members of the House?

14.  Can the Senate be described as a continuous body, why or why not?

15.  What are the three qualifications to become a Senator?
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16. List and describe the five roles that members of Congress play.








KEY

CONGRESS (pg. 235)

1.  What is the major function of Congress?


MAKE LAWS FOR THE UNITED STATES
2.  Explain why you agree or disagree with the following statement, "Had the states not been equally represented in the Senate, there might never have been a Constitution."


YES, SMALLER STATES FEARED LARGE WOULD DOMINATE



EX. TODAY ALASKA 600,000 PEOPLE TO CALI 34 MILLION




STILL EQUAL IN THE SENATE AT LEAST
3.  Why is Congress rarely called in to Special Sessions today?


CONGRESS IS IN SESSION LONGER, NO NEED TO CALL BACK

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
4.  Is the number of representatives for each state equal in the House?


NO
5.  What does it mean that the seats of the House will be apportioned among the states?


SEATS WILL BE DIVIDED BASED UPON POPULATION
6.  Why is it important to reapportion the House after every census?


POPULATION CHANGES, AS SHOULD REPRESENATION



EX. ARIZONA 6 TO 8 AFTER 2000
7.  What four items does the Reapportionment Act of 1959 provide for?



1-HOUSE IS PERMANANTLY 435 MEMBERS


2-CENSUS BUREAU DETERMINES SEATS PER STATE


3-BUREAU FINISHES, PRESIDENT SENDS TO CONGRESS


4-60 DAYS OF NEITHER HOUSE REJECTING, TAKES EFFECT
8.  What is the difference between a "Single-member district" and an "at large" district?


SINGLE MEMBER- DISTRICTS VOTE FOR A REPRESENTATIVE


AT LARGE- ENTIRE STATE VOTES FOR ALL REPRESENTATIVES


1842- CONGRESS REALIZED THAT MAJOR PARTIES ALWAYS WON

9.  What is the term for creating district lines that are beneficial to a certain political party?
GERRYMANDERING

10.  What are the three qualifications required of a person running for the House?


25 YEARS OLD, SEVEN YEAR US CITIZEN, RESIDENT OF STATE

THE SENATE
11.  How does the Senate provide each state with equal representation?


BY PROVIDING EACH STATE WITH TWO MEMBERS

12.  Were members of the Senate always voted on "at large" in their states?  How were they previously chosen?


NO, CHOSEN BY STATE LEGISLATURES
13.  Why do Senators have longer terms then members of the House?


TAKE AWAY POLITICAL PRESSURES OF BEING RE-ELECTED


NEED TO SEE NATIONAL PICTURE, NOT JUST LOCAL INTERESTS
14.  Can the Senate be described as a continuous body, why or why not?


NOT ALL MEMBERS TERMS ARE UP AT THE SAME TIME.


1/3 ARE UP FOR RE-ELECTION EVERY TWO YEARS
15.  What are the three qualifications to become a Senator?


30 YEARS OLD, NINE YEAR US CITIZEN, RESIDENT OF STATE
