
Mill Children Lesson Plan Gr 7 

By Christina King 

Learning Standards: 

 4.4 Produce work that shows an understanding of the concept of craftsmanship 

1.7Use the appropriate vocabulary related to the methods, materials, and techniques 
students have learned and used in grades PreK–8 
 
1.5Expand the repertoire of 2D and 3D art processes, techniques, and materials with a 
focus on the range of effects possible within each medium. 
 
4.8 Create and prepare artwork for group or individual public exhibitions 
 
Length; Five 40 minute class periods 

Objectives Student will; 

Demonstrate the ability to create a piece of artwork for display in a gallery exhibit 

Experience creating a piece of work as a response to written music and photographs 
published about our local history. 

Demonstrate their knowledge of a variety of materials 

Demonstrate the ability to illustrate an excerpt from a text, music and video.  

Materials; 

 Unlimited art room supplies with a focus on recycling. 

Procedure; 

Students will read excerpts from Counting on Grace by Elizabeth Winthrop  as a 
class.  Students will underline areas in the text that speak to an area of history that 
is new knowledge. Students will identify areas in the text that show emotion and 
support or enhance their original highlighted area. Students will listen and watch 
Babies in the Mill by  Dorsey Dixon on You Tube. Students will work in groups on a 
visual interpretation of their excerpt. In their group they must decide which section of 
text they wish to illustrate. Each group will then identify the materials with which 
they wish to work. They will use the following questions to guide their work; Does your 
piece describe the setting/environment? Does your piece convey an emotion? Does your 
piece express a conflict or struggle? Does your piece explain a reaction to something? 
Does your piece utilize the elements of design? How will your piece be displayed? 

Students may use any materials in the art room to accomplish their project after 
discussing their plan with the teacher. 

 



 

 

Experiential Learning 

Students will attend a class trip to the Eclipse Mill and view the Mill Children Exhibit 
for which they have created these works of art.  Students will be met by historian Joe 
Manning and Artist William Oberst  to discuss their creative processes and the ties to 
the community that were uncovered in this experience.  Students will then divide into 
2 teams; one staying with the exhibit, the other “working on the assembly line” in the 
mill itself.  Technology and art teachers have combined the process of creating to 
assist students in their understanding of what it must have been like for children 
growing up 100 years ago in this local area.  Students will be asked to make beaded 
bracelets in a prescribed pattern while some are blindfolded or have one arm behind 
their back to simulate the injuries that occurred to these real children at the turn of 
the 19th century as child labor was beginning to be regulated. 

Extension; Students may write about the experience of creating one or both pieces of 
artwork, reflecting on the differences in their lives compared to a child’s 100 years 
ago. 

Special Needs Students; will join a group of students to work with collaborating as 
possible 

 

 

 


