
The Cold War 
• The Cold War begins in 1945 and ended in 1990. In 

1945 just after the WWII the alliance between the USA 

and USSR fell through. There was intense rivalry 

between the two groups (communist and non-communist 

nations) and the Cold War broke out. It was a clash of 

two very different ideas: Democracy V/s communism. 

 



Pre-Cold War: 

 • The War was known as Cold War because it 
never led to fighting and never actually became a 
“hot war”. 
• The Cold War was filled with hostility, and 
suspicion between the two sides. 
• This high tension was express by dividing the 
world into two Blocks Eastern and Western and 
between the Iron curtain. 
• The hostility between the nations was express 
by Arms and Space races, nationalism and threat 
of a nuclear war. 
  

 



 

Why really this high tension, hostility and 

suspicion were born after the war? 

 
- The answer will come from the decisions 

made after the WWII, or the lack of agreement 

on Germany unification. 

  

 



THE BIG THREE 





 

Two important conferences marked the beginning 

of the Cold War 

 
1.The Yalta conference in February 1945 –

attended by president Roosevelt, Winston 

Churchill, and J.V. Stalin 

2.The Potsdam conference in July 1945 in 

Germany—attended by president Harry 

Truman, Churchill, Stalin and the French 

president Atlee. 

  

 



 

At the Yalta Conference 

 the Big 3 agreed: 

 
 To divide Germany and Berlin into 4 zones 

occupied by USA, USSR, Britain and France; 

 Also that the USSR should regain its land lost in 

Poland; 

 To hold free elections in the countries freed from 

the Nazi rule; 

 The United Nations was set up to try to maintain 

world peace. 

 





*There were disagreements about : 

 

1) the exact position of Poland’s border with 

Germany and  

 

2) the amounts of war reparations that 

Germany should pay the USSR. 

 



In Potsdam, the 4 countries agreed: 

 

 To have Germany demilitarized and 
denazified; 

 The USSR was to receive 25% of machinery 
or industrial equipment from West Germany in 
return for food from Russia for the German 
people; 

 Stalin promised to hold free elections in East 
European countries that were controlled by 
Russia, and to hand over half of Berlin to 
USA, Britain and France. 

 



*The two sides were disappointed from each other: 

 

-USSR- Because USA dropped the atomic bomb 

-USA, France and Britain-because USSR and 

Poland signed a treaty regarding the new border 









USSR              v/s      USA 
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On May 5, 1961, Alan 
Shepard became the first 
American in space. 

He flew on a Mercury 
spacecraft. There was just 
enough room for one 
person. He named his 
capsule Freedom 7.  

On this flight, Shepard did 
not orbit Earth. He flew 116 
miles high. Then he came 
back down. The flight 
lasted about 15 ½ minutes.  





Sally Ride (1951–2012)  
(Astronaut, Physicist, Educator)  

In 1983, astronaut and 
astrophysicist Sally 
Ride became the first 
American woman in 
space aboard the 
space shuttle 
Challenger.  

Ride died on July 23, 
2012 at the age of 61 

 



Space Mission 
Apollo 11 was the 
spaceflight that landed 
the first humans on 
the Moon, Americans 
Neil Armstrong  on 
July 20, 1969. 
Armstrong became 
the first to step onto 
the lunar surface six 
hours later on July 21. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=PSEbvR6vHckk-M&tbnid=W28pJ8eSla8hdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.techeblog.com%2Findex.php%2Ftech-gadget%2Fneil-armstrong-first-man-on-the-moon-passes-away-at-82&ei=0gyCU_LBK4v6oATHmoLQBQ&bvm=bv.67720277,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGYCXZSN7051rgc254_j7dm1Ct3KA&ust=1401118276997019




The Shuttle–Mir Program 
1993- 

The Shuttle–Mir Program was a collaborative 
space program between Russia and the United 
States, which involved American Space Shuttles 
visiting the Russian space station Mir, Russian 
cosmonauts flying on the shuttle, and an 
American astronaut flying aboard a Soyuz 
spacecraft to engage in long-duration 
expeditions aboard Mir. 






