Lesson Five:  Thesis Statements and Topic Sentences
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ay refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents.

1. Analyze the concerns and goals of participants in the Pilgrimage of Grace and of those
who opposed the movement.

Historical Background: In 1534, the Act of Supremacy made Henry VIII head of the
Anglican Church, marking the beginning of the Protestant Reformation in England.
Thomas Cromwell, Henry VIII's Lord High Chancellor and head of the King’s
Council, subsequently implemented a series of governmental policies including new
taxes, the expansion of royal power in the north of England, the dissolution of
monasteries, and the confiscation of Catholic church lands. In reaction to these
measures, marchers staged protests and armed demonstrations known collectively

as the Pilgrimage of Grace from October 1536 to February 1537.
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Discussion Questions for Review

1.  What are the main components of a DBQ?

2.  What are the requirements for a document reference statement?

3.  What is PoV and how can ACORNPEG help with it?

4.  How do you group documents for a DBQ?

Introductory Paragraph for a DBQ or FRQ

History introductory paragraphs are written the same way for DBQs and FRQs, and really only need to have one element—a thesis statement or statements (some people like to divide up the work of the thesis statement into two sentences).   Because DBQs/FRQs are timed, and most of your points come from the body paragraphs (we will discuss scoring in Lesson 6), it is not a good idea to spend a lot of time writing a flowery, literary introduction paragraph as you would in English class.  Write your thesis statement and get right to the body paragraphs.  

You cannot write your thesis statement until you have gathered evidence, be it from reading DBQ documents or prewriting for your FRQ.

Requirements for Intro Paragraphs/Thesis Statements
Thesis statements must do three things:

1.  Address the prompt.  Someone who has never seen the prompt should be able to read your thesis statement and infer what the prompt was.  When you are formulating your thesis statement, be sure to use different words than were used in the prompt—don’t just simply restate the prompt.  

2.  Make an argument.  Someone should be able to make a logical argument against your thesis statement.  

3.  Preview body paragraphs in order.  Give an overview of what your body paragraphs will cover.  This requirement means you CANNOT write your thesis statement until you have gathered your evidence.  

“Don’ts” for Intro Paragraphs/Thesis Statements

· DON’T simply restate the prompt or make a statement that could not be argued with.

· DON’T include specific factual evidence, outside information, or document references in your intro paragraph.  Evidence belongs in body paragraphs, not the introduction.

· DON’T self-reference!  History is not about your opinion or what you think; it is about facts!  NEVER, EVERY mention yourself in a History essay.  These words are Forbidden Words:  I, me, my, you, your, we, our.  Every time you use a Forbidden Word in an essay, two points will be deducted from your score.    

· DON’T write more than three sentences.  Remember, you need to get to those body paragraphs as quickly as possible!

· DON’T use slang or text message abbreviations!  A History essay should be written in formal, academic language.  

· DON’T use present tense verbs!  History was in the past, so use past tense verbs.

Example of a Good Thesis Statement/Intro Paragraph

Prompt:  analyze the factors that led to the birth of the Renaissance in Italy.  

Thesis statement:  Several conditions brought about the genesis of the Renaissance period in Italy.  Though the most prevalent factor in inducing the rebirth of interest in Classical antiquity was Italy’s thriving money economy, the Renaissance was also spurred in Italy by its favorable location for trade and its proximity to the ruins of the Roman Empire. 

Practice Part I:  Evaluate the following thesis statements.  If the thesis statements are invalid, then re-write them correctly.  
1.  Prompt:  analyze the elements of Renaissance painting.

Thesis statement:   There are many elements of Renaissance painting.  

(  addresses prompt     ( makes an argument     ( previews body ¶s       ( avoids don’ts 

Is this a valid thesis statement?       yes     no     If not, rewrite it here:  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Prompt:  discuss the elements of Renaissance Humanism.  How did Italian humanism differ from Northern Humanism?

Thesis statement:  The Renaissance literary movement of humanism focused on the celebration of man’s dignity and achievements, as well as the study of a Classical syllabus of subjects such as History, rhetoric, Greek and Latin.  Northern Humanism, also called Christian Humanism, contrasted with the Italian variety of Humanism in that it was more focused on a synthesis of classical learning with Christian teachings. 

(  addresses prompt     ( makes an argument     ( previews body ¶s       ( avoids don’ts 

Is this a valid thesis statement?       yes     no     If not, rewrite it here:  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Prompt:  what were the causes of the Protestant Reformation?

Thesis statement:  Hey, wuz ( ?  My name is Jill, and I’m 16 years old and live N Plano, Texas.  Today Ima tell you about the causes of the Protestant Reformation.  Martin Luther became very angry when the Catholic Church began selling indulgences, posting hiz 95 Theses on Wittenburg Cathedral in Wittenburg, Germany (which wuz then part of the Holy Roman Empire) in 1517.  “Those sellers of indulgences R N error.”  (Doc 3)  Martin Luther wuz asked 2 recant, which means 2 take something back.  LOL.  Martin Luther wuz really strong N his beliefs, so he refused 2 recant.  BTW, Martin Luther was not the only 1 who wuz angr-E.  I think Martin Luther wuz aware that back N the Middle Ages, John Wycliffe and Jan Huss were also ver-E ticked off about the Bible not being N the vernacular.  The Bible should B N the vernacular.  (Doc 11)  IMO, Martin Luther wuz right.   ;)  I think Martin Luther should’ve started the Protestant Reformation WAY earlier.  Also, a lot of priests had girlfriends.  OMG! 

(  addresses prompt     ( makes an argument     ( previews body ¶s       ( avoids don’ts 

Is this a valid thesis statement?       yes     no     If not, rewrite it here:  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Prompt:  compare and contrast the views of Martin Luther with those of John Calvin. 

Thesis statement:   Martin Luther and John Calvin, whose ideas formed the foundation of the Protestant Reformation, shared the beliefs that the Bible was the only source of religious truth and that salvation should be based on faith alone.  The main difference in their two philosophies was in regard to the doctrine of predestination, which Calvin supported and Luther did not.     
(  addresses prompt     ( makes an argument     ( previews body ¶s       ( avoids don’ts 

Is this a valid thesis statement?       yes     no     If not, rewrite it here:  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph Topic Sentences

Each body paragraph must begin with a topic sentence, which is a general statement that gives the reader an idea of what the body paragraph will be about.  These should echo your thesis statement using different wording.  Also, remember that your body paragraphs should appear in the same order as you listed them in your thesis statement.  

Examples of Body Paragraph Topic Sentences

Thesis statement:  Several conditions brought about the genesis of the Renaissance period in Italy.  Though the most prevalent factor in inducing the rebirth of interest in Classical antiquity was Italy’s thriving money economy, the Renaissance was also spurred in Italy by its favorable location for trade and its proximity to the ruins of the Roman Empire.
Here are some not-so-great topic sentences that go with the thesis statement above:  

Topic Sentence 1:  First, a factor that led to the start of the Renaissance in Italy was the thriving money economy.
Topic Sentence 2:  Second, a factor that led to the start of the Renaissance in Italy was its favorable location for trade.
Topic Sentence 3:  Third, a factor that led to the start of the Renaissance in Italy was its proximity to the ruins of the Roman Empire.  

See how the topic sentences all use the exact same wording as the thesis statement, and they are all set up in exactly the same format?  It would be better to vary your word choice and sentence structure to improve the flow of the essay, as in the following topic sentences.

Topic Sentence 1:  The most important condition leading to the development of the Renaissance in Italy was the presence of large amounts of capital which could be used to finance artworks.  

Topic Sentence 2:  Additionally, Italy’s geography put it in a prime location for commerce, which further encouraged the genesis of the Renaissance there.  

Topic Sentence 3:  Moreover, since the Italian peninsula had formed the heart of the Western Roman Empire, 14th-century Italians had more access to the ruins of Classical antiquity than did other Europeans.  

Practice Part II  Write sets of topic sentences to go with the valid thesis statements from Practice Part I.  Be sure to use varied word choice and sentence structures.  
5.  Write topic sentences to go with the valid thesis statement from question #1.

Topic Sentence 1:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 2:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 3:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
6.  Write topic sentences to go with the valid thesis statement from question #2.

Topic Sentence 1:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 2:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 3:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Write topic sentences to go with the valid thesis statement from question #3.

Topic Sentence 1:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 2:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 3:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Write topic sentences to go with the valid thesis statement from question #4.

Topic Sentence 1:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 2:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence 3:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Practice Part III:  Pre-write the following DBQ using the chart, then use your pre-writing to write a thesis statement/intro paragraph and three topic sentences.    
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Document 1

Source: “Oath of Honorable Men,” taken by marchers at York, October 1536.

You shall not enter into our Pilgrimage of Grace for worldly gain. Do so only for your love of i
God, for the Holy Catholic Church militant, for the preservation of the King and his heirs, for
the purification of the nobility, and to expel all evil counselors. Take before you the Cross of
Christ, and in your hearts His faith.

Document 2

Source: Marchers’ Proclamation, delivered at several gatherings in northern England, October
1536.

Because the rulers of this country do not defend us from being robbed by thieves and Scots, we
have to rely on charity, faith, poverty and pity. We must be ready to help one another when
thieves or Scots would rob or invade us either by night or day.
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2004 AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS (Form B)

Document 3

‘Source: Re-creation of a banner, carried by peasant marchers at Horncastle, depicting the.
“Wounds of Christ,” a communion chalice, a plow, and  catdle horn, October 1536.
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Document 4

Source: Marchers™ ballad composed by Catholic monks from an abbey near Lancaster.
December 1536.

Great God's fame

Does the Church proclaim
Now to be lame

‘And held in bonds.
Robbed. spoiled and shorn
Of cattle and corn,

Houses and lands.

Document §

Source: Selected articles from a petition presented to members of the King's Council, written
by Robert Aske, gentleman, Pontefract Castle, December 1536.

‘We humbly beseech our most Sovereign King:

To have the heresies of Luther, Wycliffe. Hus, and Tyndale annulled and destroyed.

To have the supreme head of the Church be the pope in Rome as before.

To have the monasteries” houses. lands and goods restored to them.

To have the heretics consigned to punishment by fire.

To have Thomas Cromwell, the Lord Chancellor, punished as a subverter of the good
laws of this realm.

To restore tenant rights by an act of Parliament.

To repeal statutes against handguns and crossbows.

To pull down all recent enclosures.

To have Parliament convene in York or some other nearby place as in the past.

To repeal the statute for treason for the spoken word alone.
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Document 6

Source: Anonymous pamphlet attributed to Sir Thomas Tempest, former member of
Parliament for Newcastle, December 1536.

The King should grant our petition against the traitor Thomas Cromwell and his adherents, or
at least exile them from the realm. o

The current Parliament has no authority or virtue. It is little more than a council of the King’s
appointees. Counties and towns ought to elect knights and burgesses who would speak on their
behalf. Instead we have a Parliament where men may not speak of the King’s vices but only
say what Cromwell says is right.

Document 7
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Document 7

Source: Richard Morrison, writer hired by Thomas Cromwell, “A Remedy for Sedition,”
pamphlet, published by the Royal printer, December 1536.

When every man rules, who shall obey? Those that are of the worser sort must be content that
the wiser rule and govern them. An order must be had and a way found so that the better rule
the rest. This arrangement is not only expedient, but also most necessary in a commonwealth.

Document 8 O

Source: Nicholas Leche, Catholic parish priest, testimony given while imprisoned in the
Tower of London 1536.

During the whole insurrection, not one gentleman tried to warn the commoners of Lincoln

that it was treason. The gentlemen could have stopped the rebellion then, but did not, never
believing their actions to be offensive to the King. In fact, they had waged the rebellion against
the Privy Council in the name of the King.
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Prompt:  
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Document 9

Source: Henry VIII, pardon granted to marchers, London, December 1536.

Let it be confessed that you, the King’s subjects and commoners, have recently committed
rebellion that might have ruined your country. You have given comfort to your enemies the
Scots, to the high displeasure of God who commands you to obey your sovereign in all things.

Nevertheless, the royal majesty, duly informed that your offenses proceeded from ignorance
and false tales, is inclined to extend his most gracious pity and mercy towards you and to
grant to you his free pardon provided that you heartily repent your offenses and make humble
submission to his highness.

Document 10 -
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Document 10

Source: Statistics collected from court records, Letters and Papers of Henry VIII.

Results of the First Treason Trials of Participants in the
Pilgrimage of Grace, January to March 1537

Status of

Number Number Percentage

Accused Tried Convicted Convicted
Gentlemen 21 14 67%
Clergy 25 20 80%
Commoners 177 110 62%
Total 223 144 65%
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Document 4
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Document 11

Source: Robert Aske, gentleman, Lincoln, testimony given shortly before his execution,
April 1537.

Once the monasteries in the north gave great help to poor men and laudable service to God.
Now no hospitality is shown to travelers. Instead, farmers rent out farms and taverns for
profit. Any monies earned from abbey lands are now going to the King. Also, many tenants
who were fed and aided by abbeys now can barely live. Traveling strangers and beggars have
no help on the roads. Sea walls, dikes, bridges and high walls that were once maintained by
the monasteries for the good of the Commonwealth are now left untended.
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Thesis statement:  ________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic sentence 1:  _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Topic sentence 2:  _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Topic sentence 3:  _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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