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Opinion Statement  
Prompt 

 
In a well-written essay of 4-6 paragraphs, answer the following prompt. 
 
In Liam O’Flaherty’s “The Sniper”, how do you think O’Flaherty wants the reader to view the 
sniper – as a coldblooded killer, a soldier doing his duty, or a man caught in a tragic situation? 

 
 

Rubric 
A successful opinion statement should: 

 clearly state the issue and your opinion on it in the introduction 
 support your opinion with convincing examples, facts, and statistics 
 use language and details appropriate for your audience 
 sum up your opinion in the conclusion 
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