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English 3-4 A: The Canterbury Tales, 
“The Prologue” Questions Pt. 2 (12 pts)
1. Which of the pilgrims does Chaucer treat seriously, holding up as ideals?

2. Which does he seem to poke fun at, but not in a mean-spirited way?

3. Which are just a little negative?

4. Which pilgrims seem to represent hardened sinners, the lowest of the low?

5. What methods of characterization does Chaucer use? How does he make his characters come alive, even when many of them were recognized “types” of the day? Where do we see verisimilitude (the appearance of being true or real)?

6.  The adjective Chaucerian is often used to describe a zest for life. Where can you see this “zest for life” or appreciation for humanity, foibles and all?
