All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Marie Remarque          

Notes and Significant Passages Chapter Seven (part two pages 154-185)
Review:

Put yourself in Paul Baumer’s shoes for a moment. If you had witnessed the slaughter at the front, if you had spent two or three years surrounded by death, how would these experiences affect your life and relationships outside the war?

Would you still feel close to family members?

Would you still care about the same hobbies or sports?

Would certain everyday noises bother you?

Would you be okay with adults telling you what to do like you were still a kid?





Questions:

1. When Paul walks in the door of his house and his sister calls to him, he is suddenly paralyzed (157). What do you think causes this profound reaction? 

2. Paul lies to Franz’s mother (180-182). What does he tell her?
3. How does Paul feel about his father’s constant attempts to make him discuss the war (165). Why does he feel this way? 





4. How much does Paul drink when he goes to the beer garden? How fast? Why does Paul like to sit in the beer garden so much? (164). 
 Significant Passages:


“I know their every step and movement; I would recognize them at any distance. Then they disappear” (153).

1. About whom is Paul speaking?


2. What is the situation?


3. Of what is Paul afraid?


“I prefer to be alone, so that no one troubles me” (168).
1. Where is Paul when he offers the reader this statement?



2. What is the significance?

In his room Paul observes, “I want that quiet rapture again. I want to feel the same powerful, nameless urge I used to feel when I turned to my books,” (171).|

1. What does this passage suggest about what Paul was like before he enlisted?




2. What has changed?

Reflection: On his last night at home Paul’s mother comes to his room; she warns him, “I would like to tell you to be on your guard against the women out in France. They are no good” (182-183). 
She also asked him when he first came home, “Was it very bad out there, Paul?” (161).
Paul is incredibly frustrated by her words and questions. Why?
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