Prufrock/Gatsby Study Guide
Rose

AP Language
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock

Re-read poem focusing on the following:
I. Allusions: Dante, Hamlet, John the Baptist, Lazarus, etc
II. Literary devices: similes, metaphors, imagery, metonymy, etc.

III. Time

IV. Prufrock’s indecision

V. Prufrock’s paralysis/living death

VI. Prufrock’s ambivalence toward women

VII. Disembodied body parts

VIII. Prufrock’s focus on his appearance/ insecurities

IX. Barren/broken down setting

X. Eliot’s philosophical beliefs about the modern world: people are spiritually empty, there are no opportunities to be heroic, modern life is unromantic and unimaginative, people are indecisive and unsure of themselves, etc.

XI. Prufrock’s mental state: feels scrutinized, unable to act, overanalyzes everything, profoundly self-absorbed
The Great Gatsby
I. Events/ Details : know the specific events that occur in the novel and the chronology of the events.

 
Example: What is the name of the hotel where Gatsby and Tom argue over Daisy?

II. Characters: know the traits of the characters, know the symbolic meanings of their names, know how they relate to one another
Example: What is symbolic about Meyer Wolfsheim’s name?

III. Quotes: Know some of the major quotes from the book, who said each quote, who each was said about, and what the significance of each quote is.

Example: Who said, “Her voice is full of money”? Who was it said about? What does this quote tell us about the characters and the society of the 1920s? 

IV. Symbols: Know the major symbols in the novel and what they symbolize: the green light, the eyes of Dr. TJ Eckleberg, Daisy, colors (white, yellow, blue, gray, green, etc).

V. Themes: Know the major themes of the novel.
Examples: What is Fitzgerald’s message about the upper class? What is his message about the American dream? 

