AP English Literature and Composition Summer Assignment
Santiago High School, Summer 2011
Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition. I’m pleased that you’re taking this course and I look forward to working with each of you. Even though this is a rigorous course requiring a good deal of reading literature and writing about it, I hope we’ll have some fun along the way. 
Overview
Incoming AP Literature students are required to read several books over the summer in preparation for the course and subsequent exam. One portion of the AP exam, the Free Response essay, demands that students have a wide range of challenging literary works on which they can draw when writing that essay. The goal of this summer’s reading, however, is not so much about the exam but the development of your analytical skills and the conversation of ideas between yourself and the books you will read. 


AP Literature is not a preparation for college; it is college. If you are looking for ways around this reading assignment, you should not enroll in this class.  Students who do not complete all of the summer reading–– as spelled out by these guidelines––will not succeed in the course. 


If you have any questions, email Mrs. Zoratti at szoratti@ggusd.us
or Mr. Werth at jwerth@ggusd.us
Requirements
Obtain the following texts.  My preference is that you purchase these texts so that you can annotate in them and truly own them. You may find the best prices at online sites such as Amazon.com.  If you prefer to check them out from the library, you will need to keep detailed notes rather than annotate the texts.
Read the chosen books and take notes and/or annotate in order to help you to understand the texts (you will be writing essays about these in class). These notes and annotations are for you: I will not collect or evaluate them. Include enough detail to help you think about and help you write a great essay about the books the first few weeks of class.  By the way, I am not interested in the analysis offered by the kind folks at Sparknotes or other sources.  I am interested in YOUR ideas and analysis.  Do not use those sites if you don’t wish for your analysis to be influenced by them. 
Texts
You are required to obtain the following texts (I have listed publisher information and ISBN numbers so that we all have the same version of the text; if you cannot find this exact publication, you may purchase or borrow another version):

1. Foster, Thomas C. How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, Inc., 2003. [ISBN 978-0060009427].
2. Huxley, Aldous.  Brave New World.  New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2006 (Originally published 1932). [ISBN 978-0060850524].
3. Hurston, Zora Neale.  Their Eyes Were Watching God.  New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2006 (Originally published 1937).  [ISBN 978-0060838676]
Assignments   
      
1. Do this first: Read, annotate, and take notes on How to Read Literature Like a Professor from cover to cover. This is not a novel; rather, it’s an eye-opening guide to literature that is, as advertised, entertaining. Moreover, it will unlock many of the mysteries about why teachers “see” things in books that you sometimes miss.
2. Secondly, read the assigned novels as if you are a professor: Use the following chapters from  How to Read Literature Like a Professor (henceforth referred to as HTRL) to help focus your analysis as you read each work of literature:
a. Brave New World/ Analyze using HTRL Ch. 3,7, 17, and  21 
b. Their Eyes Were Watching God/ Analyze using HTRL Ch. 10, 23, 24, and one more chapter of your choice.
This means, for example, that as you read Brave New World, you will analyze it in terms of the ideas presented in HTRL Ch. 3 (“Nice to Eat You: Acts of Vampires”), Ch. 7 (“…Or the Bible”), Ch. 17 (“…Except Sex”) and Ch. 21 (“Marked for Greatness”).  For Their Eyes Were Watching God, you will analyze for the chapters listed above, plus one more HTRL chapter of your choice.   I suggest you annotate the texts thoroughly as you read.
3. Thirdly, write your analysis on 5 x 8 cards:  Show off your interpretative skills by addressing the themes of this work, pertinent symbols the author uses, and significant quotations whose analysis, in your opinion, sheds light on the text, and anything else that piques your interest. From your analysis, it should be clear that you have thoroughly read How to Read Literature Like a Professor: Is there a quest? A dark and stormy night? A biblical allusion? How does geography matter? How is it political?  Who is marked for greatness?
Using 5 x 8 cards, write a selected passage from the novel on the front of the card. Include page and chapter numbers. On the reverse side of the card, write a well-developed paragraph with your rationale for your choice of passage, based on the assigned HTRL focus chapters above.  Your analysis should include a discussion of how the passage represents the idea that Foster presented in the chapter.  Do NOT use Foster’s analysis.  Come up with your own ideas.  Each of our two novels has four (4) focus chapters; so, on the first day of school, I will expect you to come prepared with eight (8) completed 5 x 8 cards.  
4. Finally, be sure to check the school website from time-to-time to see if I have posted any important updates or links for you: www.santiagohs.org  Click on Academics > Classes and Homework > English > AP Lit 2011-2012 > All Homework link.  

Have a wonderful summer, and be ready for a challenging and exciting year!
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