Name: ___________________​​​​​_________________ Period: _________Date of Seminar:  ____________

Socratic Seminar #1 
Based on readings from Unit 1: Good, Evil and Freewill: East of Eden, The Negative Impact of Pacifism, The Ways We Lie, Imagining the Hanson Family, Young Goodman Brown, On Compassion, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, The Insufficiency of Honesty, Among the Thugs 
1. Analyze the Text: Consider the themes of Unit 1:
1. Good vs. Evil (How do we define these two terms?)
2. Individual choice and its role in morality
3. The role of honesty in society
4. How do we become good or evil? (nature vs. nurture)
5. Changing perceptions of good and evil
6. Any other important concepts/themes that you recognized in these texts

2. Talking Point Questions: Using the selections and notes/annotations, generate a list of at least five (5) questions that you would like to ask or discuss with the class. BE SPECIFIC.. 

· For every question that you create, you must provide a possible answer. Cite examples, line numbers, and/or page numbers to support your answers.
· Do not ask questions that can be answered by “yes” or “no”.

· Be able to ask & answer higher-level questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy & Costa’s Levels of Inquiry.
3. Seminar Discussion Questions. Give specific and detailed evidence, properly citing your examples from the texts (chapters & page numbers). Each answer should be approximately 75-100 words.
Opening Question: 
1. Where do our definitions of good and evil come from? What qualifies a person as “good” or “bad”? Is “evil” ever justifiable? Are there instances when “good” can actually be considered evil?

Core/ Central Questions: 
2. Morality and the ideas of good and evil are not absolutes. In what ways are these concepts based on perceptions and circumstances? Use specific examples from the readings to support your answer.
3. Is it ever moral to lie? Explain. Does the proliferation of lies lead to the moral degradation of our society, as Stephanie Ericsson asserts in “The Ways We Lie”?

4. Why is freewill so important to humans? What does freewill enable humans to do beyond the simple choosing of right from wrong?
5. Why does Steinbeck say that “we have only one story” that is “built upon the never-ending contest in ourselves of good and evil” (543). In what ways do the other readings from this unit prove or disprove Steinbeck’s assertion? 

6. Of the short selections we read, which do you think Lee would have most connected with and why?

Closing Question: 
7.  How do the themes expressed in these selections relate to society and to you, personally? Essentially, what lessons did you learn from this unit that you might apply to your life or your understanding of the world around you?  Explain using specific examples from media, current events, movies, books, etc.
STUDENT FACILIATATOR: _____________________________________________

- Make sure group is on task and focused


- Encourage thoughtful responses


- Make sure the group is asking higher level thinking questions


- Discourage cross-talk and enforce the “rule of five”

- Encourage shy classmates to speak

- Remain neutral throughout the discussion
