2H: Qtr. 3 Grammar Review
1. Capitalize the first and last words and all important words in titles and subtitles.

a. Unimportant words in a title include:

i. Articles: a, an, the

ii. Short Prepositions (fewer than five letters): of, to , for, from, in, over
iii. Coordinating conjunctions: and, but, for, nor, or, so, yet

iv. The sign of the infinitive: to
2. Capitalize only subjects in school that are names of language classes or course names that contain a number.

a. This year I am taking geometry, English, civics, Art II, and biology. Next year I plan to take Spanish, French, and trigonometry. 
3. Lay vs. Lie: The verb “lie” means “to rest”, “to recline”, or “to remain in a lying position. Lie does not take on an object. The verb lay means “to put” or “to place (something somewhere)”. Lay generally takes on an object.

a. Lie 
i. Lie down if you don’t feel well. // He had lain on the couch for too long.
b. Lay (Note the OBJECT)
i. Please lay the towel down. // He laid the towel on the couch.
4. Commas: Use commas to set off elements that interrupt the sentence and avoid run-on sentences.

a. His guitar, according to him, used to belong to Bob Dylan. 
b. My teacher, Mr. Farley, told me to get my homework from my locker.
c. The President of the United States, Barack Obama, began his speech. 
d. In a well-written essay, paragraphs should be logically arranged.
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Grammar Practice: Re-write the sentences on a separate sheet of paper. The number of corrections needed is indicated in the parenthesis. 

1. Thomas lay the flowers on the counter. (1)

2. My friend advised me to take french, english, algebra, and history. (2)

3. The short story, geraldo no last name, is known for its brevity. (5)

4. The president of the Key Club, John Smith began to list the activities. (1)

5. My mother was very upset with me however she let me go to the dance. (2)

6. I enjoyed the short story night calls more than I enjoyed the novel night. (5)

7. “The Big Apple” which is New York’s official nickname makes no sense because there aren’t very many apples grown in the state. (2)
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