Westerberg, English 1-2

OEDIPUS

Irony in Oedipus
Writing Situation: Because the ancient Greek audience of Sophocles’ play, Oedipus the King, already would have known the story of Oedipus, the play itself relies on irony for its dramatic appeal. Sophocles employs all three types of irony—verbal, situational, and dramatic—in order to create suspense and induce, within the audience, the emotions of pity and fear.
Directions for Writing: In an insightful, well-organized interpretive essay, analyze Sophocles’ use irony in Oedipus the King. Be sure to interpret all three types of irony and provide two examples of each type.  You must support each of your claims with specific passages from the play.

Note: It is crucial that you review paragraph structure as detailed in the handout “The Interpretive Essay.”  Provide clear claims, the best possible evidence (at least two examples), and detailed analysis.

Also, incorporate any grammar mini-lessons we have learned so far.
