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ACT to SAT: What Does it Mean for TKHS Students?
By Tony Petersen
TKHS Principal
As many of you have heard, the
State of Michigan recently accepted
the bid from the College Board
to make the SAT the new college
entrance exam portion of the
Michigan Assessment for juniors
starting in spring 2016. For the
past seven years, the ACT has been the
assessment tool used to fill this requirement.
In the past years, TKHS has done much to prepare our students for the ACT assessment. This year for instance,
every junior has taken two practice ACT tests. They were each provided with results, and met with the content
area teachers to review their score and set goals for improvement. The teachers have analyzed data and incorporated
strategies into their curriculum to help build skills necessary to navigate this assessment.
Additionally, there was a workshop provided for parents to help them understand the test, their student’s results,
and the preparation program we have at the high school. ACT is an assessment we have grown familiar with, and
have had success preparing our students for the rigors of the test, which is used to gain entrance into college.
With the announcement of the switch to SAT, we have begun exploring options to begin preparing our current
sophomores. We are working with the ISD and the state to provide a quality program to assist students in
preparing for the new assessment. The good news is the College Board is going to provide SAT preparation tools
for students and teachers at no additional cost. These resources should be available to schools this spring.
The change will not impact the chances for students to be accepted into Michigan colleges. All colleges will accept
the SAT score for admittance. We will continue finding scholarships that are connected to test scores, help students
understand their results, and work with all students on strategies to improve their scores. We will be providing
resources and websites on the TKHS website that will explain the new SAT test and ways to prepare for taking the
test. High school parents will be notified of updates through the weekly Friday communications. Although change
is not easy for anybody, we will strive to provide a quality program that will assist our students in achieving their
highest potential on this assessment.

district news
School Start/Dismissal Times
High School		
Middle School		
McFall Elementary
Lee Elementary		
Page Elementary		

7:30 a.m. – 2:25 p.m.
7:30 a.m. – 2:25 p.m.
8:45 a.m. – 3:40 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 3:55 p.m.
9:05 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Thornapple Kellogg Schools Directory
Administration Building
Tom Enslen, Superintendent
Robert Blitchok, Dir. of Finance
Kim Chausow, Dir. of Curriculum

795-5521
795-5521
795-5522
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Tony Petersen, HS Principal		 795-3394
Kelli Wegner, HS Asst. Principal/		 795-3394
Alternative Education Director
Dave Chrisinske, HS Athletic Supervisor		 795-5432
Brian Balding, MS Principal		 795-3349
Mike Gelmi, Page Principal		 795-7944
Angie Jefferson, Lee Principal		 795-9747
Jon Washburn, McFall Principal		 795-3637
Mari Price, Special Education Director		 795-5571
High School Attendance		 795-5431
High School Counseling		 795-5428
Middle School Attendance		 795-5469
High School/Public Library		 795-5434
Community Education Office		 795-3397
Transportation/Operations		795-5535

Board of Education

School Closings and Delays

Adverse weather conditions and other emergency situations
may make it necessary to cancel school, to delay the beginning
of school, or to send students home early. Our transportation
department is out early in the morning to check road conditions.
They are in contact with neighboring school districts and the
superintendent. The final decision is made by the superintendent.
Whenever it is necessary to delay or close school, notice will be
communicated through TV channels 3, 8, 13, 17 and 41, radio
stations WOOD and WBCH, and the district web site
www.tkschools.org or email through SchoolMessenger
Instant Alert.
In the event of a two hour delay:
There will be no a.m. preschool.
Busses will pick up students two hours later than normal.
All classes will start two hours later than normal.
No morning breakfast will be served.

		·
		·
		·
		·

In the event of school closings:
A decision will be made early in the afternoon regarding
		 contests, evening programs and practices.
The public library and pool is closed during school delays
		 and closings.

		·
		·

Tornado Watch

		· All students will be kept at school if the watch is issued

		 during the school day. Students will be dismissed at the
		 regular time on regular bus routes.
All after school activities will be moved inside or cancelled
		 if deemed necessary by the superintendent. Should the watch
		 expire before the event is scheduled, it may be held.

		·

Tornado Warning
Students will be instructed to take shelter within the 		
		 building until the ALL CLEAR is signaled.
All after school activities will be cancelled.

		·
		·

David Smith................................................................... President
Donald Haney........................................................Vice President
Cindy Ordway................................................................Secretary
Josh Thomas..................................................................... Trustee
Anne Hamming................................................................ Trustee
Kristen Cove..................................................................... Trustee
Open Seat......................................................................... Trustee
Upcoming Board Meetings
March 9, 2015
April 20, 2015
All meetings are at 7:00 p.m. in Middle School Room 1616,
unless otherwise noted.
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The Key is published by Thornapple Kellogg Schools
and is dedicated to informing the district residents of
the activities and programs of the TK School District.
Questions or comments regarding this publication should
be directed to: Erica Dudik at 795-5521.

district news
District Works to Share More Good News

As it is with any school district, it is the accomplishments of our student body that makes TK so special. It happens
every day within the confines of our school system, whether in the classrooms or in the venues of competition and/
or performance. Those of us in the field of education were drawn to serve at an early age, and over 30 years later, I
am still energized by the great things our students do every day. Chief among my responsibilities as superintendent is
communication... to openly and honestly disclose who we are, and what we are about, and to tell the good news that
might not be heard, otherwise.
Within the next several weeks, our community can expect to find some upgrades in our capacity to communicate,
beginning with a brand new look to our website. Our IT department has been working with consultants for several
months to upgrade our site, and we’re excited about unveiling the new and improved look. Among other things, the
website will be more inviting, featuring an improved calendar, a link to social media, provide a newly developed staff directory, and will be an
overall improvement in navigability.
Additionally, in an effort to better demonstrate who we are, not only to our community but to families looking for a place to settle, we have
developed a brochure that provides a snapshot of the TK School district. Our goal is to distribute them to local businesses, realtors, and
surrounding communities. A second brochure is also in the works that will better define the partnership/possibilities between our home school
community and TK Schools, and we will be sure to make that available to those looking for a blend between the two approaches to education.
Of course, we encourage everyone to follow us on Facebook and Twitter, where all of the district’s schedules, scores, and good news stories can be
found. We will also continue to publish and distribute The Key throughout our community. There will be some additional upgrades there as well,
beginning with this edition where you will find a new human interest component.
Our community has long been supportive of the school system, and a healthy school district is critical to the growth and viability of any
community. Our goal is to help every child realize their potential, and partnering with the community to support our students is an important
ingredient to their success. It is our goal to continue to foster effective communication in order to improve this partnership.

Sincerely,
Tom Enslen
Superintendent TK Schools

Connect with Us
TK Schools		

@TomEnslen		

Celebrate Calm

Thornapple Kellogg Schools will present the parenting workshop
“Celebrate Calm” March 23 and March 24. The workshop is free and
open to the community, and takes place from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. on
March 23 at the TKHS Auditorium and 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. on March
24 in the TK Middle School Room 1616. Content is the same for
both sessions.
America’s calm coach Kirk Martin and his son, Casey, lead the
workshop with 10 ways to stop defiance, disrespect and yelling.
Martin will demonstrate ways to:

@TKSchools		

www.tkschools.org

- Get kids to listen the first time
- Stop whining, tantrums and sibling fights
- Get kids off video games/screens without a fight
- Create stress-free morning, homework time and bedtime
The seminar is suitable for parents, grandparents and caregivers of
children of any age. It’s touted as being “practical, life-changing, and
laugh-out-load funny.”
For more information about “Celebrate Calm” watch a video at
www.celebrationcalm.com/events/thornaple-kellogg.
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preschool
Thornapple Kellogg Preschool Registration – Fall 2015
Our goal at TK Preschool is to provide a safe and caring
environment that will stimulate and challenge young children’s
growth in all areas of development. The TK Preschool curriculum
is designed to provide a variety of carefully planned and appropriate
experiences to enhance and promote learning and development.
Our curriculum will engage all children in activities to address their
social, emotional, cognitive, creative, and physical strengths and
needs.
We believe young children are active learners who learn best
through playful experiences promoting curiosity and understanding
of the world around them. All children are unique in their
strengths, interests, needs, and learning styles.
We work closely with families to plan and implement rich,
meaningful experiences for all children. We strive to help children
enjoy a rewarding preschool experience with other children and
caring adults in a secure setting outside their home.

Tuition-Based Program Options
3 Year Old Program – Child must turn 3 years old on or before
Sept. 1, 2015
Tuesday/Thursday: 9:00-11:30 a.m. or 12:30-3:00 p.m.
Tuition for full year is $775 or $387.50 per semester.
4 Year Old Program – Child must turn 4 years old on or before
Sept. 1, 2015
Monday/Wednesday/Friday: 8:30-11:30 a.m. or 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Tuition for full year is $950 or $475 per semester.
Tuesday/Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Tuition for full year is $1,300 or $650 per semester.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Tuition for full year is $1,800 or $900 per semester.
PLEASE NOTE: Transportation is not provided for our preschool
program. Children must be toilet trained before entering
preschool.
*There is a $45 non-refundable enrollment fee for each child that
is due upon enrollment.

Registration Dates
Families of current preschool students or families who have had
preschool students in the past may register their children beginning
Monday, March 2, 2015.
Open enrollment begins Tuesday, March 10, 2015. There will
be a Preschool Parent Information and Enrollment Night open
house from 6:00-7:00 p.m in the McFall Elementary cafeteria. For
anyone unable to attend the open house, open enrollment will
start the following day. Contact the preschool office for further
information.
For all preschool enrollment, including questions regarding the
various programs, please contact Kim Dannenberg in the TK
Preschool office at 269-795-5571 or at kdannenberg@tkschools.org.

Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) at TK
Great Start Readiness Program is a state funded preschool offered
in cooperation with Thornapple Kellogg Schools and Kent County
Intermediate School District (KISD). The GSRP is available free
of charge to children residing in the TK School district who will
be 4 years old by September 1, 2015, and will not have reached
their fifth birthday by September 1, 2015, and who meet certain
financial and/or other eligibility criteria.
Children who qualify for the GSRP will attend four days per
week (Monday – Thursday), for three hours per day in either
the morning session or the afternoon session. A full-day session,
Monday-Thursday, may be available based on enrollment. Parents
must make a commitment to their child’s daily attendance.
Enrollment for this program is processed through the KISD and is
already started. For enrollment information and availability, please
call 616-447-2409 or the TK Preschool office at 269-795-5571.
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elementary school
Kindergarten Students Get Jump
on Savings for Future

There’s never been a better time to enroll a kindergarten
student at Thornapple Kellogg Schools than now. All
incoming kindergarten students for at least the next three
school years will get a little extra help preparing for their
futures through the “Kickstart to Career” program. Through
the DeKamp Family Foundation, in conjunction with the
Barry Community Foundation, a future education savings
account will be started for each kindergarten student enrolled
at TK beginning fall 2015 and guaranteed to continue for
incoming classes through at least the fall of 2017, with
expectations of continuing far beyond the initial three years.

March is Reading Month!

Open a good book and jump into a new adventure. March is Reading Month!
Throughout the TK School district, students at every grade level will take part
in some form with the annual “March is Reading Month” celebration.
Elementary students are encouraged to keep logs of the books they read
and if school-wide goals are met, they’re treated to something special. In
previous years, school principals have agreed to dress up in wild costumes,
get pies in their faces, serve ice cream sundaes, and even jump out of an
airplane after students reach their lofty reading goals!
Special activities, events and guest readers will all help make the month of
March fly! Be sure to check out special events going on in each building
during March. Keep updated by visiting the TK website or like us on
Facebook.
Join the students at TK and pick up your own book to read for the month!

Kindergarten Round-up Meetings Scheduled

Calling all children ready for kindergarten!
The Thornapple Kellogg Schools kindergarten round-up
informational meetings will be held March 18. There will be
two meetings – one at 9:30 a.m. and the second at 6:30 p.m.,
both in the McFall cafeteria. These meetings are for parents or
guardians only. McFall Elementary School is located at 509 W.
Main St., Middleville.
Children must be 5 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2015 to
enroll in kindergarten or TK’s Young 5’s program. Information
about kindergarten and Young 5’s will be presented at the
round-up meeting.
Please call 269-795-3637 if you have any questions.
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The savings account will grow with the child through their
educational career and help give them a “kick-start” to their
future after high school graduation – whether their path leads
to a traditional four-year university, a community college,
or various types of technical training and apprenticeships.
Family and friends are encouraged to add to the savings
account. The hope is that future donors will also add to the
funds as students reach certain goals in schools.
It’s a great way to start a future – with a kindergarten
enrollment at Thornapple Kellogg Schools!
For more information about the “Kickstart to Career”
program, contact the Barry Community Foundation at
269-945-0526 or call TK Schools at 269-795-5521.

elementary school

McFall first graders in
Jaimie Hoeksema’s class
may not even realize
how much they’re
learning while they
play games in math.
The game helps them
learn addition and
subtraction skills by
adding building blocks.

Page Elementary fifth
grade student Kendall
Snyder decided she
wanted to do something
to help her school. So
she wrote a grant and
was awarded $2,250 to
help with playground
improvements. The grant
is from Barry Community
Youth Advisory Council.
Kendall is pictured with
her teacher Jamie Kellogg.

Members of the Lee Student Council are pictured with the donations for
the Martin Luther King Jr. service project. All students decorated food
bags to donate to Kids Food Basket and Lee families donated food items
to donate to Kids Food Basket. This spring, student council members
will be able to volunteer time at the Kids Food Basket in Grand Rapids.

Cold, snowy days of
February are perfect
days to learn about
animals like penguins
who love this kind
of weather. McFall
first grade students in
Michelle DeVries’ class
made penguin fact
books helping them
practice their reading
and writing skills.

Page fifth graders took part in a four-week Circle of Giving project
led by high school students who were trained through the Barry
Community Foundation. The program gave the elementary students a
chance to learn more about the many service organizations in the county
that rely on donations and contributions from the community. The
project also gave students a chance to realize they can make a difference
in the world around them and help others. Each classroom voted on an
organization that would receive their class donations. Some students did
extra chores or donated their allowances toward the giving project.

Lee Elementary students look
forward to the annual Jump
Rope for Heart event from the
first day they step foot in the
school. Each class is allotted
time to jump rope in the gym
throughout the day. Students
collect donations and pledges
to donate to the American
Heart Association. While
learning a great physical fitness
activity, students also learn
about making healthy lifestyle
choices and the importance of
being physically active for life.
Since Lee has participated
in the event, the school has
donated more than $313,900 to the American Heart Association.
Last year alone, Lee students raised more than $27,000. Joanne Desy,
physical education teacher, organizes the yearly event. A very heartfelt
thank you to the community for all the support!
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Middle school

The 8th grade woods classes start with making wood and acrylic
pens on the lathe, then they build oak candy dispensers, and
finish the nine-week course by designing, building, painting
and racing co2 cars in a two-day tournament. Great learning
experiences for beginning woodworking students!

The TKMS Science
Olympiad team is going
strong with 30 members!
This is the first year the
school will be competing
with two full teams.
Sixth through 8th grade
students participate in
Science Olympiad,
generally working with a partner on topics which include anatomy,
solar system, fossils, disease detectives, robocross, bridge building
and air trajectory, to name a few. Students are busy researching
their event topics and preparing folders, binders, data tables and
field guides to be used in competition. Our first competition
this year was held in Ionia in February. In March, teams travel to
Western Michigan University to compete at the regional level.
TKMS Science Olympiad coaches are Mr. Johnson and Mrs.
Bowman, with parent volunteer Ann Siuda.
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TKMS 8th graders present, “Jolly Roger and the Pirate Queen”, on
March 18 at 7:00 p.m., in the high school auditorium. More than 25
eighth graders are participating as well as several high school students
helping behind the scenes. This pirate comedy is sure to entertain all
members of the family. Some of the lead characters are played by Isaiah
Guenther, Grace Hauschild, Chaz Knorr, Turner Halle, Jack Schneider,
and Alyssa Dipert. The play is directed by Laura Nikkel and donations will
be taken at the door. Don’t miss this opportunity to see a family friendly
show presented by middle school students!

The Thornapple Kellogg Middle School Choirs are preparing for a
concert on Tuesday, March 10. It is free and open to the public starting
at 7:00 p.m. in the TKHS Auditorium. Students have been learning how
to sing with correct singing techniques, while adding musical expression
through phrasing, dynamics, and articulation. Students have also been
learning to read music and apply this during sight-reading. In addition
to the concert, the seventh grade choir and the eighth grade choir will be
participating in the MSVMA District 10 Choral Festival on Friday, March
6 at Grandville High School. Each choir will perform two songs, work
with an adjudicator, and then sight-read for a judge. Students will also be
able to watch other area middle school choirs perform at this event.

high school

TKHS Students Teach About Dangers of Smoking

Jacob Emery said he remembers when a group of high school students visited his fourth grade classroom and talked about the dangers
and effects of tobacco use. Now, as a high school junior, Emery returned to the fourth grade classrooms, but was teaching the program
this time. He and other members of the TKHS TATU (Teens Against Tobacco Use) club were trained to present the program that is part
of the Barry County Substance Abuse Task Force. Funds from the Barry Community Foundation help provide materials for the handson lessons younger students remember. This is the 13th year for the TATU program between high school students and Page students.
Pictured are Dan Yates (left) with Emery as they inflate pig lungs and are able to show diseased lungs next to healthy lungs. In another
classroom, Sarah Bakker, Jenna Shoobridge, and Graycen Baily showed students some of the harmful chemicals found in cigarettes.

TKHS Squad has Plenty to Cheer About

Members of the Thornapple Kellogg High School competitive
cheer team won their fifth conference title in 2015. The team
competes throughout the winter sports season at many invitational
and jamboree events. The squad has developed a tradition of
excellence and knows what it’s like to experience V-I-C-T-O-R-Y!
Congratulations TKHS Cheer Team!

TKHS Students are Superheroes!

Thornapple Kellogg High School students took part in Kindness
Week – a week designed to remind everyone about the importance
of being kind to each other and helping others. Members of
TKHS Rise Against Discrimination (RAD) organized the week
giving each day a special theme. One day students dressed up as
Superheroes to show they can combat bullying and stop name
calling. Throughout the week, students were asked to spread
random acts of kindness and show kindness to others.
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high school
Scholarships Available to High School Seniors

Graduation may still be months away, but it’s time for high school
seniors to apply for local scholarships and there are
several available.
The online scholarship application process for the Thornapple
Area Enrichment Foundation (TAEF) and the Barry Community
Foundation (BCF) is now open until March 15, 2015.

TKHS Students to Perform “Bye Bye Birdie”

Don’t miss the Thornapple Kellogg High School performances of
“Bye Bye Birdie” March 6 and 7. “Bye Bye Birdie” is a 50’s/60’s
Rock-n-Roll musical poking fun at the “teen idol” era. When
Conrad Birdie (a not-so-subtle parody of Elvis, Conway Twitty and
the like) is about to go into the Army, his agent sees it as a publicity
opportunity. The agent arranges for Birdie to plant “One Last Kiss”
on a teenage fan chosen at random nationwide. The kiss is to be
broadcast live on the Ed Sullivan Show. But the plan backfires and
chaos and hilarity run rampant through the quaint town of Sweet
Apple, Ohio. Ticket information will be available through the high
school office, 269-795-3394 and at 269-795-7727.

“This is an extremely busy time for graduating seniors who are
focusing on college and postsecondary education goals. TAEF
and BCF are pleased to be offering over 40 scholarships totaling
more than $82,000 in opportunities to Thornapple Kellogg
students,” said Annie Halle, scholarship administrator. “There is
a wide range of scholarships offered. Each scholarship focuses on
different interests, strengths and/or fields of study, so there truly is
a scholarship opportunity for everyone.”
A complete list of scholarships for TK students can be found
on the website. Students are encouraged to visit http://www.
thornapplefoundation.org/scholarship/ to review the scholarship
requirements and complete an online application. All applications
must be submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2015 at 5 p.m.
Students will need to complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) in order to complete the online application.
Contact Annie Halle at 269-945-0526 or annie@barrycf.org with
further questions regarding scholarship opportunities.

TKHS Hosts Hearts and Hoops Tournament

TKHS hosted the Hearts and Hoops Special Olympics
basketball tournament. TK’s team, along with four other
schools districts, took part in a day-long tournament, cheered
on by many of the TKHS students. High school students also
participated as referees for the tournament. Great day for all
the athletes! Great job TK Trojans!
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2014-2015 THORNAPPLE KELLOGG HIGH SCHOOL SPRING ATHLETICS

2014-15 THORNAPPLE KELLOGG HIGH SCHOOL SPRING ATHLETICS

3/25
3/31
4/14
4/16
4/18
4/21
4/25
4/30
5/02
5/05
5/09

3/23
3/26
3/30
4/1
4/14
4/16
4/18
4/21
4/23
4/24
4/28
4/30
5/2
5/5
5/7
5/9
5/12
5/14
5/18
5/20
5/23

VARSITY TRACK
TK CO-ED RELAYS
HASTINGS
@ Comstock Park
@ Wayland
@ Lakewood
OTTAWA HILLS
@ Caledonia Invite
SOUTH CHRISTIAN
@ West Ottawa
@ Catholic Central
Conference @ Houseman

VARSITY BASEBALL
FHE
@ Hamilton
@ Gull Lake
CALEDONIA
HASTINGS (DH)

@ Hastings
@ Barry Co Inv @ Hastings
@ Wayland (DH)
WAYLAND
@ Byron Center (DH)
OTTAWA HILLS (DH)
@ Ottawa Hills
TK INVITE
SOUTH CHRISTIAN (DH)
@ South Christian
@ Kentwood (DH)
@ Catholic Central (DH)
CATHOLIC CENTRAL
@ GR Christian (DH)
@ Allendale
@ Davenport vs. Kentwood

4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:15 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 PM
TBD
4:00 PM
8:30 am
4:00 pm
9:00 am

4:15 PM
4:15 pm
4:15 pm
4:15 PM
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
9:00 am
4:15 pm
4:15 PM
4:00 pm
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
10:00 AM
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
10:00 am
4:15 pm
4:15 PM
4:00 pm
4:30 pm
7:00 pm

3/23
3/26
3/30
4/1
4/14
4/16
4/18
4/21
4/23
4/24
4/28
4/30
5/5
5/7
5/9
5/12
5/14
5/18
5/20

JUNIOR VARSITY BASEBALL
@ FHE
4:15 pm
HAMILTON
4:15 PM
GULL LAKE
4:15 PM
@ Caledonia
4:15 pm
@ Hastings (DH)
4:15 pm
HASTINGS
4:15 PM
@ Barry Co Invite @ Lakewood
9:00 am
WAYLAND (DH)
4:15 PM
@ Wayland
4:15 pm
BYRON CENTER (DH)
4:00 PM
@ Ottawa Hills (DH)
4:15 pm
OTTAWA HILLS
4:15 PM
@ South Christian (DH)
4:15 pm
SOUTH CHRISTIAN
4:15 PM
KENTWOOD (DH)
10:00 AM
CATHOLIC CENTRAL (DH)
4:15 PM
@ Catholic Central
4:15 pm
@ GR Christian (DH)
4:00 pm
ALLENDALE
4:30 PM

3/18
3/23
3/25
4/01
4/15
4/17
4/20
4/22
4/27
4/29
5/1
5/04
5/06
5/07
5/11
5/13
5/18

JV/VARSITY SOCCER
@ West Ottawa
5:30/7:00 pm
ALLEGAN
5/6:45 PM
@ Forest Hills Eastern
5/6:45 pm
@ Hamilton
4/5:45 pm
@ Northview
5/6:45 pm
WYOMING
5/6:45 PM
HASTINGS
5/6:45 PM
WAYLAND
5/6:45 PM
WHITEHALL/OTT HILLS
5/6:45 PM
SOUTH CHRISTIAN
5/6:45 PM
@ Byron Center
5/6:45 pm
CATHOLIC CENTRAL
5/6:45 PM
@Hastings
TBA
OTSEGO
5/6:45 PM
@ Wayland
5/6:45 PM
@Hopkins/Ottawa Hills
4:15/5 pm
@ South Christian
5/6:45 pm

3/26
3/30
4/01
4/14
4/16

VARSITY GOLF
WYOMING
@ Hamilton
ALLENDALE
Jamboree @Gracewill

Kent County Classic @ The
Highlands

4/18
4/21
4/24
4/27
4/28
4/30
5/4
5/6
5/8
5/11
5/18

@ Zeeland East
Jamboree @ The Mines
TK INVITE
CALEDONIA
Jamboree @ Hastings CC
DELTON KELLOG
JAMBOREE @ YSGC
Jamboree @ Railside
@ Lakewood (Centennial)
Jamboree @ Orchard Hills
Conf @ The Meadows

3/26
3/30
4/2
4/15
4/17
4/20
4/22
4/27
4/30
5/4
5/6
5/8
5/11
5/13
5/18
5/22

JUNIOR VARSITY GOLF
Wyoming
HAMILTON
ALLENDALE
SOUTH CHRISTIAN
Caledonia
CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Hastings
Wayland
DELTON KELLOGG
South Christian
Catholic Central HS
LAKEWOOD
HASTINGS
WAYLAND
@ Caledonia
@ Conf @ Watermark

3/30
4/1
4/15
4/17
4/20
4/22
4/27
4/29
5/4
5/6
5/9
5/11
5/13
5/18
5/20

3/30
4/01
4/14
4/16
4/18
4/20
4/22
4/23
4/29
4/30
5/02
5/04
5/06
5/07
5/12

FRESHMAN BASEBALL
SOUTH CHRISTIAN
@ Wayland
MONA SHORES
@ Calvin Christian
@ Catholic Central
@ Hastings
ZEELAND EAST
@ South Christian
WAYLAND
@ Mona Shores
@ Kentwood
CALVIN CHRISTIAN
CATHOLIC CENTRAL
HASTINGS

@ Zeeland East

3:45 PM
3:30 pm
3:30PM
3:45 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
3:45 pm
9:00 AM
3:45 PM
3:45 pm
3:30 PM
3:45 PM
3:45 pm
3:30 pm
3:45 pm
9:00 am

3:45 pm
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
2:00 pm
3:30 PM
3:30 pm
3:30 pm
3:30 PM
3:30 pm
3:30 pm
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:45 pm
3:30 pm

4:15 PM
4:15 pm
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
4:15 pm
4:15 pm
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
10:00 am
4:15 PM
4:15 PM
4:00 PM
4:15 pm

JUNIOR VARSITY TENNIS
WYOMING
4:00 PM
@ Kelloggsville
4:00 pm
@ Lakewood
4:00 pm
@ Hamilton
4:00 pm
@ Lowell Invite
9:00 am
@ Hastings
4:00 pm
WAYLAND
4:00 PM
@ Comstock Park
4:00 pm
@ South Christian
4:00 pm
@ Plainwell
4:00 pm
Conf @ South Christian
8:30 am
CATHOLIC CENTRAL
4:00 PM
LAKEWOOD
4:00 PM
SPARTA
4:00 PM
@ Cedar Springs
4:00 pm

3/23
3/26
3/30
4/1
4/14
4/16
4/18
4/21
4/23
4/28
4/30
5/2
5/5
5/7
5/12
5/14
5/16
5/18
5/20
5/26

VARSITY SOFTBALL

FOREST HILLS EASTERN

@ Hamilton (DH)
@ Gull Lake (DH
CALEDONIA
HASTINGS (DH)

FHC (DH)
Barry Co Inv @ Hastings
@ Wayland (DH)
EGR (DH)
OTTAWA HILLS (DH)
@ Hopkins
@ Allendale Invite
SOUTH CHRISTIAN (DH)
@ Lowell (DH)
@ Catholic Central (DH)
@ Plainwell (DH)
TK TROJAN INVITE
@ GR Christian (DH)

@ Allendale
DISTRICTS

4:15 PM
4:15 pm
4:15 pm
4:15 PM
4:15 PM
4:15 PM
9:00 am
4:15 pm
4:30 PM
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
9:00 am
4:15 PM
4:15 pm
4:15 pm
4:15 pm
10:00 AM
4:00 pm
4:30 pm
TBA

3/23
3/26
3/30
4/1
4/14
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/21
4/28
4/30
5/2
5/5
5/07
5/09
5/12
5/14
5/18
5/20

JUNIOR VARSITY SOFTBALL
@ FHE
4:15 pm
HAMILTON (DH)
4:15 PM
GULL LAKE (DH) (5 inn.)
4:15 PM
@ Caledonia
4:15 pm
@ Hastings (DH)
4:15 pm
@ FHC (DH)
4:15 pm
BYRON CENTER (DH)
4:00 PM
Barry Co In @ Hastings
4:15 pm
WAYLAND (DH)
4:15 PM
@ Ottawa Hills (DH)
4:15 pm
HOPKINS (DH)
4:15 PM
@ Caledonia Invite
9:00 am
@ South Christian (DH)
4:15 pm
@ Lowell (DH)
4:15 pm
@ Kelloggsville Invite
4:15 PM
CATHOLIC CENTRAL (DH)
4:15 PM
PLAINWELL (DH)
4:15 PM
@ GR. Christian (DH)
4:00 pm
ALLENDALE
4:30 PM

3/13
3/2
3/30
4/01
4/13
4/16
4/18
4/20
4/22
4/23
4/27
4/29
4/30
5/04
5/07
5/09
5/12
5/14

VARSITY TENNIS
Scrimmage @Ferris State
Cadillac @ MSU
@ Wyoming
KELLOGGSVILLE
GR UNION HS
HAMILTON
@ Lakewood Invite
HASTINGS
@ Wayland
COMSTOCK PARK
OTTAWA HILLS
SOUTH CHRISTIAN
PLAINWELL
@ Catholic Central
@ Sparta
Conf @ South Christian
CEDAR SPRINGS
Regionals -TBA

TBA
TBA
4:00 pm
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
8:30 am
4:00 PM
4:00 pm
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
8:30 am
4:00 PM
TBA

Last Updated 2/6/2015
Schedule Subject to Change
For schedule updates, please go to
www.tkathletics.com
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community enrichment
Pre-registration is required for classes unless noted. Classes are offered on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Payment is due one week prior to first class except where noted otherwise. Classes are self-supporting; therefore, no refunds can be made after the first night of class.
You will be notified, and a full refund will be given, if class is cancelled or filled. Make checks payable to TK Schools and mail to TK Community Ed, 10375 Green
Lake Road, Middleville, MI 49333. Please call 795-5578 to register. Payment is due with registration before start of class.
NOTE: If school is cancelled due to inclement weather, evening classes are also cancelled. Every attempt will be made to make-up cancelled classes. Cancellation
notices will be communicated through TV channels 3, 8, 13 and 41; radio stations WOOD and WBCH; and the district website www.tkschools.org. Child care is
not available during class.

Intermediate/Advanced
Watercolor-Acrylic
This class follows a step-by-step approach
to finished watercolor painting. Students
will complete a painting every class.
Prior watercolor class experience is a
pre-requisite for this class. Instruction
on working with acrylics will also be
covered in this class. Creating a painting
in acrylics is as versatile as painting with
oils. Students will learn/review color
theory, division of space, composition
and painting techniques. Prior experience
with acrylics is preferred. Painting surface
will be provided for the first class, as well
as supply lists. Class is limited to 10.
Date: Tuesdays 4/21 - 5/26
Time: 6:30-9:00 pm
Location: McFall Elementary art room
Cost: $60 for 6 weeks (plus supplies)
Instructor: Don Williamson
Digital Photography for Beginners
Are you interested in improving your
photo taking skills? Participants in this
class will review and learn the features
of the digital camera, create quality
pictures, review the process of social
composition, learn photo editing and
selection, and sharing photos through
printing, emails & networking. This
course will investigate all functions of
the digital camera for the reproduction
of quality images through landscapes,
portrait and nature, as well as how to
use the computer for image storage and
communication. Digital camera (Point-nShoot or SLR) and portable USB thumbdrive are required for this class.
Date: Wednesdays 4/22-5/27
Time: 6:30-8:30 pm
Cost: $55 for 6 weeks
Location: High School office lab room 103
Instructor: Ken Williamson
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Aqua Aerobics
This fun, low impact, high intensity
workout for adults is geared to tone,
strengthen and increase flexibility. This
is an excellent workout for men and
women. Certified instructor Tammy
Sirk will tailor the workout to meet your
needs.
Date: Tues. & Thurs. through school year
No class 4/7, 4/9, 5/21
Time: 7:00-8:00 pm
Cost: 12 visit pass for $35 (passes are
valid for 12 consecutive visits from
date of purchase) or $5 per visit. Please
register and pay instructor at pool
before class.
Location: TK High School Pool

ZUMBA “Exercise in Disguise”
ZUMBA is a Latin-inspired, dancefitness class that incorporates Latin
and International music and dance
movements, which create a dynamic,
exciting, and effective fitness system!
This class format combines fast and slow
rhythms that tone and sculpt the body
in an aerobic/fitness fashion to achieve
a uniquely blended balance of cardio
and muscle-toning benefits. No dance
background required, just a willingness
to have fun. Childcare is not provided.
Instructor: Rachel Carter/certified
ZUMBA instructor
Date: Mondays 3/9-4/27
(No class 4/6)
Time: 6:30-7:30 pm
Cost: $42 for seven sessions ($6 per
class, drop-ins $8 per class)
Location: Page Elementary Cafe.
Date: Mondays 5/4-6/1
(No class 5/25)
Time: 6:30-7:30 pm
Cost: $24 for 4 sessions ($6 per class,
drop-ins $8 per class)
Location: Page Elementary Cafe.

Hall Walking
The halls of TK High School are open
for walking Monday through Thursday,
6-8:30 p.m. through April 2. Come in
from the cold and walk for your health.
Walkers should enter the athletic lobby
on the south side of the high school off
of Bender Road. Halls are not open for
walking if school is closed due to holidays,
in-service days or inclement weather. No
need to pre-register.

Date: Wednesdays 3/11-4/29
(No class 4/8)
Time: 4:15-5:00 pm
Cost: $42 for 7 sessions ($6 per class,
drop-ins $8 per class)
Location: McFall Elementary Cafe.
Date: Wednesdays 5/6-6/3
Time: 4:15-5:00 pm
Cost: $30 for 5 sessions ($6 per class,
drop-ins $8 per class)
Location: McFall Elementary Cafe.

Senior citizens
Senior Citizens Corner

It’s time to usher in spring with open arms. The cold and snow of Michigan should
be well on the way out of town by the time you receive this. Spring flowers and warm
breezes are a welcomed thought. We invite you to join us for some fun. Call Shar at
the Community Education office, 795-5578 to register, or for more information.

TKHS Musical Dress Rehearsal – Bye Bye Birdie

Senior Citizens living within the TK School district are invited to attend the dress rehearsal performance of the high school musical comedy “Bye Bye
Birdie” on Thursday, March 5 at the TKHS Auditorium. Light refreshments will be served before the dress rehearsal performance beginning at 6:15 p.m.
in the high school cafeteria. Performance begins at 7:00 p.m. While there is no cost for this enjoyable evening of theatre, seniors wishing to attend the preshow reception and performance do need to make reservations by calling the Community Education office at 795-5578 no later than Tuesday, March 3.
Please park in the west parking lot (by the stadium entrance) and use the main entrance.

Do you have a Golden Age Card?

What is a TK Golden Age Card? It is a card issued to Thornapple Kellogg senior citizens to be used for admission to school functions,
including athletic events.
How do I qualify? You must live in the TK District, be 60 years of age or older, and retired.
Where can I get one? Simply contact Shar at the Community Ed. Office (located at the middle school), 795-5578; Sharon in the
HS Athletic Office, 795-5432; or Heidi at the Administration Building, 795-3313. Please stop by one of these offices and leave your
name, address and birthday.
What events might I use the card for? Sporting events, plays, anything school-sponsored requiring an admission fee. Certain athletic
contests, such as state tournaments may require a fee or picking up a ticket prior to the event.
How long is a card good for? LIFETIME

community POOL
Swimming is great exercise and a fun family activity. Please be aware that the pool schedule may change without notice due to water
conditions and weather, so please call the Pool Information line at 269-795-5400, ext. 6643 for information and updates. In case of a
tornado watch or warning, all pool events will be automatically cancelled.
Adult Lap Swim
Monday – Thursday 5:00 – 6:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday 8:00 – 9:00 pm.
Open/Family Swim
Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Swimmers must be 8 years old or
accompanied by an adult.
Aqua Aerobics
Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 – 8:00 pm
This is a fun, low impact, high intensity
workout for adults.

Pool Rental
Pool rentals are available, and detailed information is available on the Operations page of the TK web site at
www.tkschools.org. Please contact the Operations Department at 269-795-5535 for additional information.
Pool Fees
Per Visit Pass:
TK district children and senior citizens $1.00
TK district adults $2.00
Out of district children and senior citizens $2.00
Out of district adults $3.00
Passes:
TK district children and senior citizens $18 for 20 visits
TK district adults $38 for 20 visits
Out of district children and senior citizens $38 for 20 visits
Out of district adults $56 for 20 visits

Swim Lessons
In conjunction with the
YMCA of Barry County,
swim lessons are offered
on Saturday mornings.
You may go to the
YMCA website
www.ymcaofbarrycounty.org
to view the different swim
levels and scheduled dates.
Questions and registration
information can be directed
to the YMCA office at
269-945-4574.
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alumni corner
TK Alumnus is Leaving His Prints on the World

Kevin Michael Schmitz, a 2002 Thornapple Kellogg High School graduate,
said he’s living his dream as a professional and highly successful photographer.

Schmitz now lives in Manhattan Beach,
California and although he’s given up the snow drifts and below
zero temperatures of Michigan for the waves and sun on the beach,
Schmitz still fondly recalls Middleville as home and credits the TK
Schools for preparing him for his future. “TK gave me a good foundation for college. I think it really prepared me for college and ready
for the next step. It’s a really good school system,” he said.
Schmitz is the son of Dave and Jackie Schmitz of Middleville and
attended TK Schools from kindergarten through high school graduation. After high school, Schmitz graduated from Grand Valley State
University and was honored with the GVSU young alumni award in
2009. Schmitz earned his bachelor of photography at GVSU then a
master of fine arts in photography at the Academy of Art University
in San Francisco.

Today, Schmitz owns five companies, traveling the world shooting
advertising and editorial fashion photography and cinematography.
He has a team of 16 employees working around the world and recently became represented by JP Reps – one of the top agents in Los
Angeles. He’s also represented in New York and Paris.
He is the founder of Kevin Michael Schmitz Photography, specializing in location lighting, digital imaging and large scale production.
He photographs magazine spreads, advertising campaigns, fine art
pieces, documentary spreads, album covers, and celebrity fashion
photography. He’s been published in more than 60 magazine covers
and editorials worldwide. He started the “Photography Workshop
Series” in 2009 and has directed workshops across the country.
Schmitz said he never picked up a camera until he was 16 years old.
In high school, TK Schools offered him the chance to dual enroll
in college courses while still in high school and he took advantage
of the opportunity. One of the courses he ended up taking was a
photography class. “I fell in love with it. It changed my life,” he
said. “Who knows where I would be if TK hadn’t offered the dual
enrollment opportunities,” he said.
Know an alumnus we should feature in an upcoming edition of The Key?
Contact us at jmakarewicz@tkschools.org.

teacher feature
Spark in Students’ Eyes
Gives Kindergarten Teacher Joy

Kindergarten teacher Kay Griffith has 23
years teaching experience with the last 18
years at Thornapple Kellogg Schools. But
what she did before she became a teacher
might surprise some people.
“I was a police officer with the Kent
County Sheriff’s Department in the
juvenile bureau,” said Griffith from her
colorful kindergarten room at McFall
Elementary.

Griffith said during her seven years in law enforcement she worked
with the child abuse cases, juvenile crimes and criminal sexual
conduct cases against children. “I realized I loved working with
children and decided I wanted to teach,” she said.
She returned to school to obtain her teaching degree and began her
successful career in education at Kent City Schools before coming
to the TK district.

Page 14

Griffith said what she loves best about the TK district is the parental
and community support. “We just get so much support and we
get kids who are ready to come to school,” she said. She said the
district is also a very “down-to-earth” district. “Even when the
budget is tight, we get the important things covered and we pay
attention to the things that really matter. ”
Favorite color: Red
Favorite vacation: Hiking at the Grand Canyon
Favorite book to read to students: “The Three Questions” by Leo
Tolstoy
Last book she read for herself: In the process of reading the
“Outlander” series.
Favorite subject when she was in school: Reading
Best part of her day: “When the kindergartners come in first
thing in the morning they are like it’s the first day of school all
over. They’re full of excitement with their eyes bright. They want to
be here and they want to be the first ones in the classroom. I love
seeing that expression and excitement in them.”
What she does in the summer: Hiking, reading, bicycle riding,
vacations, Dominican Republic mission trips and spending time
with family and especially three grandchildren.

calendar
March 2015
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

2

3
Lee parent advisory
mtg. 9:15 a.m.

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

4

5

H.S. Juniors take
ACT test

9
School Board mtg.
7 pm
MS Room 1616

10

6

HS Musical
7 p.m.

H.S. Juniors
take ACT test

8

HS parent advisory
mtg. 8 a.m.

SATURDAY

11

MS choir concert 7 p.m. HS Band festival all day
at HS Auditorium
HS Parent Teacher
Page Parent Teacher
conferences
conferences
4-8 p.m.
4-7 p.m.

12

Chess tournament at
middle school

7

HS musical
7 p.m.

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

MS Parent Teacher
conferences
4-8 p.m.
Page parent mtg. 9:15 a.m.
Page Parent Teacher
conferences
4-7 p.m.
HS concert and symphonic band concerts
7 p.m.

15

16
8th grade orientation

17
7th grade vision
screening

Kindergarten roundup
9:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.

MS parent advisory
meeting 9 a.m.

22

23
Celebrate Calm
parent event
6 p.m. HS auditorium

29

30

18

MS play
7p.m. HS Auditorium

24
HS concert choir and
jazz band concert
7 p.m.

25
MS activity
event 2:30 p.m.

31
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boxholder

april 2015
SUNDAY

MONDAY

5

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

SATURDAY

No School
Spring Break

3

4

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

No School
Spring Break

12

HS M-STEP testing for
juniors 14th-23rd

HS parent advisory
mtg.
8 a.m.

HS honors choir to
Chicago

HS honors choir to
Chicago
HS powder puff game
6 p.m.
HS Night with the
Stars 7 p.m.
NHS blood drive

19

School Board mtg.
7 pm
MS Room 1616

20

21

22

23

27
HS spring week
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25
HS Prom
8 p.m.

MS parent advisory
mtg.
6 p.m.

26

24

28

29

30

