Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Notes: chapters 23-25

Nature Responds A common literary device in 19th century literature is the use of Nature as an active, responsive force. Often Nature will either respond to human events or foreshadow human events. At times Nature will even sympathetically reflect human emotions.  

1. At the end of chapter twenty-three, what happens to the “great horse-chestnut” tree at the bottom of the orchard? 
What human event took place under this tree?

2. Mr. Rochester says, “’I know my Maker sanctions what I do. For the world’s judgement—I wash my hands thereof. For man’s opinion—I defy it’” (324).

How does Nature respond to Mr. Rochester’s utterance?

3. In chapter twenty-five, Jane waits fro Rochester to return, because she has a terrible story to tell him. While she waits for his return outside in the orchard, how does Nature respond (350)?
When he finally arrives on horseback (Mesrour), how does Nature respond?




1. How does Mrs. Fairfax respond to Jane Eyre at the breakfast table the morning after she sees Rochester and Jane embrace?
2. Mr. Rochester tells Mrs. Fairfax that he and Jane are to be married. Mrs. Fairfax raises some concerns about the union with Jane. What are they?

1. How does Jane feel about the clothes Rochester wants to buy her?
 How does she respond to Rochester’s intention to send for the family jewels to give her? 
What objection does Jane raise?



2. Jane does not want to become like whom?




3. Why is Jane suddenly interested in the money she might inherit from her Uncle, John Eyre?





4. Jane and Rochester do not marry for four weeks. During this time, how does Jane prevent Rochester from taking advantage of the fact that she lives under the same roof as Rochester (and could easily be drawn into inappropriate behavior)?









5. Where does Rochester plan to take Jane after the wedding? For how long?



6. What terrifying thing happened to Jane’s veil?


Reflection: “…I would rather have pleased than teased him. My future husband was becoming to me my whole world; and more than the world: almost my hope of heaven. He stood between me and every thought of religion, as an eclipse intervenes between man and the broad sun. I could not, in those days, see God for His creature: of whom I had made an idol” (348)
What fatal mistake is Jane making? (Why as a reader do you know that she will be punished?)









Jane does not want to be treated like a mistress.





Mrs. Fairfax is displeased.





Miscellaneous Questions: Important Ones
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