Amy Tan Socratic Seminar
The Joy Luck Club
CA State Standards: 
Reading: Comprehension. 3.7 Recognize and understand the significance of various literary devices, including figurative language, imagery, and symbolism, and explain their appeal.
Reading: Literary Criticism 3.11 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative language on tone, mood, and theme, using the terminology of literary criticism. 

Reading: Literary Response & Analysis 3.5 Compare works that express a universal theme and provide evidence to support the ideas expressed in each work.
Writing: Responses to Literature 2.2 a. Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary works. b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works. c. Demonstrate awareness of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created. d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within text.

Listening & Speaking Strategies 1.1 Formulate judgments about the ideas under discussion and support those judgments with convincing evidence; 1.9 Analyze the occasion and the interests of the audience and choose effective verbal and nonverbal techniques (e.g., voice, gestures, eye contact) for presentations. 

2.4 Deliver oral responses to literature: a. Advance a judgment demonstrating a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of works. b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works. c. Demonstrate awareness of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created. d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text
1. Analyze the Text: Read & annotate The Joy Luck Club, paying close attention to diction, symbols and the author’s use of other significant literary devices. What message is Tan trying to communicate to the reader? How does the author manipulate point of view, characterization, and organization of the novel to convey her message?
2. Talking Point Questions:

a. Use the selection and your annotations to generate a list of at least TWO original questions that you would like to ask or discuss with the class. BE SPECIFIC! 
i. For every question that you create, you must provide a possible answer. Cite examples and page numbers to support your answers.

ii. Do not ask questions that can be answered by “yes” or “no”

3. Seminar Discussion Questions: ALL answers to the questions MUST be supported with evidence from the texts (MLA – direct quotes + parenthetical documentation)!

a. Opening Question: How does Tan explore the importance of family relationships in the novel?
b. Core/ Central Question:

i. These four Chinese mothers made a transition from their homeland to life in America. How successful were they in their transition? What strengths allowed them to make this transition?  What weaknesses held them back in their transition?  Are these women truly transformed in America?  
ii. The novel stresses how these Chinese women were given guidance in life through superstitious stories told by elders.  How does this compare to the way most Americans raise their children in contemporary society?   Relate (compare/contrast with examples) this to how you have been raised in an American household.  
iii. These mothers, being raised in a very different culture, have difficulty connecting with their daughters who are quite rebellious in their youth, which is rather normal in American cultures.  How does this make the connection for the mothers and daughters more difficult?  Is this a good thing?  Defend your answer. 
iv. Each of the daughters in the story faced difficulties in their marriages, just as their mothers did.  Explain the similarities and the differences.   How can these differences and similarities strengthen the relationships the mothers and daughters have with each other?  How can this understanding help them to have better marriages in the future? 
v. What lessons have the mothers learned from their daughters?  What lessons have the daughters learned from the mothers?  Discuss a personal experience in which you have learned something from a parent or older close relative whom you felt was quite different from you.   Discuss what lessons that person may be learning from you and how.  
c. Closing Question: How can understanding the characters and relationships in the novel help you understand yourself and/or those around you?
