Assignment Guide:  Chapter 4
Population

Major Themes

1. Data and measures used by population geographers:  the meaning and purpose of population cohorts, rates, and other measurements.
2. What we are told by the demographic transition model and the demographic equation.

3. World population distributions, densities, and urban components.

4. Population projections, controls, and prospects:  estimating the future.
Monday, 11/4  Exam Review, World in the Balance:  The People Paradox (DVD and worksheet)

Tuesday, 11/5  DQs for pp. 88-91
1. Examine the population policies adopted by Singapore in the 1970s.

2. Approximately how many humans are added to the world’s population annually today?

The next questions related to data found in Table 4.1.

3. How many of the top ten most populated countries in 2008 are in Asia?

4. Approximately what percentage of the world’s population did the three countries from the Asian subcontinent (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Burma) represent in 2008?

5. Identify the countries projected to be in the top ten populations in 2050 who are not listed for 2008.

6. Which countries fell from the list in 2050?

7. Of the eight countries on both lists, which country is expected to experience the largest percentage growth in its population?

8. Using the date on Figure 4.1, identify the less-developed regions that will increase their percentage of the world’s population the most.

9. Explain the evidence cited by demographers who fear the earth is becoming overcrowded.

Wednesday, 11/6  DQs for pp. 92-95
10. Examine the factors that determine the CBR of a country.

11. Why is India’s birth rate considered to be “transitional”?

The following questions relate to data in Figure 4.3.

12.  Identify the countries in Latin America where the CBR is greater than 30.

13. Identify the countries of sub-Saharan Africa where the CBR is transitional.

14. Identify the countries of Europe where the CBR is 9 or less.

15. Identify the countries of Asia (including the Middle East) where the CBR is high.

The following two questions come from the text box “China’s Way – and Others.”

16. Discuss the problems that China’s successful population policy has created.

17. Explain the problems inherent in Bangladesh’s successful population program.

18. To what extent is women’s education the key to successful population policies?

19. Explain why a TFR of 2.1 to 2.3 is considered as replacement level rather than the more obvious 2.0.

20. Compare the TFR for sub-Saharan Africa in Figure 4.5 with its CBR in Figure 4.3.  You will note that there are a number of countries that have very high CBRs but not as high TFRs.  What might account for this?

21. Examine Figure 4.6.  Why did the chart exclude China from being measured among the developing countries?  How might the bar graphs have changed had China been included?

The following questions come from the text box entitled “A Population Implosion?”

22. How have population trends influenced immigration policy in Europe?
23. Account for the decline in European fertility rates.

Thursday, 11/7  DQs for pp. 95-101
24. Examine Figure 4.7 and explain why the Crude Death Rate (CDR) in Mexico is lower than in the United States.

25. What accounts for the extraordinarily high CDR in Eastern Europe and some of the countries of the former Soviet Union?

26. According to Figure 4.8, what is the current infant mortality rate of India?
27. What are the main factors in lowering a region’s infant mortality rate?

28. Identify the major causes of death in sub-Saharan Africa.

29. Discuss the economic consequences of AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa.

30. Where does the AIDS epidemic appear to be spreading?

The following questions come from information provided in the text box “The Risks of Motherhood.”

31.  How much more likely is a woman in a less developed country to die giving birth than in a developed country?

32. Approximately what are the chances that a woman in sub-Saharan Africa will die in childbirth?

33. Identify the causes of maternal death in developing countries.

34. Based on the evidence provided in the population pyramids in Figure 4.9, why does the text suggest that Sweden will experience slow growth while Austria will experience population decline?

35. According to the data provided in Figure 4.10, what percentage of the population of Western Europe was under the age of 15?

36. Explain the value of the dependency ratio as an indicator of economic challenges for both developed and developing countries.

37. Assess the validity of the textbook’s assertion in “Millions of Women Are Missing” that cultural norms rather than poverty explain the disparity in the ratio of females to males.

Friday, 11/8  DQs for pp. 101-107.

38. Examine the factors that must be weighed in forecasting future population trends at the national scale (Figure 4.13).

39. What would be the rate of natural increase for a country whose CBR was 80 and whose CDR was 64?

40. What would be the doubling time of the country identified in the question above?

41. Explain the difference between the .6% natural increase rate of the US and the overall growth rate of 1.2%.

42. Identify and explain the four stages of the demographic transition.

43. Account for high death rates in the low-growth stage of the transition.

44. Assess the textbook’s assertion that the “first stage of the demographic transition model is no longer found in any country.”

45. What would be the doubling time of Pakistan, according to the data provided on page 104?

46. Explain the decline in birth rates that occurs in conjunction with the third stage of the demographic transition.

47. What is the doubling time commonly associated with stage 4 countries?

48. Account for the rise in the number of marriages and the lowering of the marriage age that occurred during the Industrial revolution.

49. If the population growth rate of France was 1% per year throughout the 19th century, what was its doubling time?

50. Examine the factors that led to the epidemiologic transition.

51. Identify the Western technologies that contributed to the explosion of population in the developing world.

52. According to the data provided in Figure 4.19, what should be the doubling time for the populations in developing countries?

53. Discuss the program implemented by ProMED in addressing the challenge of new epidemics that have accompanied the processes of globalization (discussed in “Our Delicate State of Health”).
Tuesday, 11/12 DQs for pp. 107-111

54.  Read “The Cairo Plan” and prepare a response to the four Questions to Consider.

55. Examine Figure 4.20 and identify all of the countries where more than 50% of the population is descended from immigrants.

56. Which countries have had an emigration rate of over 10% in recent decades?

57. Discuss the common characteristics of those who choose to emigrate internationally.

58. Explain the large human settlements in areas that normally are consigned to the nonecumene.

Wednesday, 11/13   DQs for pp. 112-116
59. Explain the textbook’s assertion that crude density or arithmetic density is “the least satisfying expression” of regional variations in population distribution.
60. How can crude density figures be modified to make them more useful?

61. Analyse the data presented in Table 4.4 and discuss the conclusion that can be drawn both within countries and between the countries indicated.  What specific conclusions can be drawn?  Provide at least three.

62. Outline the component elements of carrying capacity.

63. Examine Figure 4.25 and identify the countries where the carrying capacity was exceeded by 1985.

64. Explain the effects of urbanization on physiologic densities.

65. Examine Figure 4.27 and identify the countries where there is greater than 80% urban population.

66. Identify the sources of data that are the basis for population studies.

67. Analyze the problems inherent in population projections
Thursday, 11/14 , DQs for pp. 116-120

68. Summarize the population theory of Thomas Malthus in his An Essay on the Principles of Population (1798).

69. Evaluate Malthus’ theory.
70. Examine the factors that impede implementation of neo-Malthusian fertility controls.

71. Explain the concept of population momentum.

72. Compare and contrast the dependency ratio and the potential support ratio.

Friday, 11/15  Review of population materials
Monday, 11/18  Essay review for exam 
Tuesday, 11/19  Exam

Wednesday, 11/20  Essay Exam
1. Compare and contrast arithmetic (crude) population density, physiological density, and agricultural density.  To what extent are these measures reliable indicators of the carrying capacity of a country?
2. Compare and contrast the current demographic experience of Western Europe with that of developing nations today.  Include in your discussion an analysis of the challenges posed by the dependency ratio in both the developed and developing world.

3. Compare and contrast the terms "J-curve" and "S-curve" with reference to human population growth.  Explain how the transition from one to the other is achieved.
4. Analyze the spatial patterns of the distribution of world population with reference to environmental relationships and physical geography.  What generalizations about spatial patterns and environmental relationships can be drawn from the distribution of world population? 

5. Neo-Malthusianism argues that programs of population control are necessary to preserve scarce resources for investment in economic development. Discuss the arguments for and against neo-Malthusianism and identify the types of people and areas most closely associated with them.
6. Discuss the meaning of demographic momentum and explain the world pattern of population we might expect in the year 2020 because of it. 
 Latin American Geography

	Countries 
	Cities
	Landforms, Water Bodies and Mountains

	Argentina

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Cuba

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

French Guiana

Guatemala

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Puerto Rico

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

Uruguay

Venezuela 
	Acapulco

Asunción

Bogotá

Brasilia

Buenos Aires

Caracas

Chihuahua

Ciudad Juarez

Colón

Cuzco

Fort de France

Georgetown

Guadalajara

Guantanamo

Havana

Kingston

La Paz

León

Lima

Managua

Medellín

Mexico City

Monterey

Montevideo

Panama City

Port-au-Prince

Quito

Recife

Rio de Janeiro

San José

San Juan

San Salvador

Santiago

Santo Domingo

Sao Paulo 

Tegucigalpa

Tijuana

Veracruz

Willemstad
	Amazon River

Andes Mtns.

Brazilian Highlands

Cape Horn

Caribbean 

Falkland Islands

Gulf of California/ (Sea of Cortez)

Gulf of Mexico

Isthmus of Panama
Isthmus of Tehuantepec

Lake Titicaca

Orinoco River

Pampa

Panama Canal

Paraná River

Patagonia

Rio de la Plata

Rio Grande River

Sierra Madre Occidental

Sierra Madre Oriental

Strait of Magellan

Tierra del Fuego

Yucatan Peninsula
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