Americanization Political Cartoon Assignment
Objective: students will use pencil, ink and colors to design a political cartoon based on their knowledge of “Americanization” and the Industrial Era in America.
	
	Needs Work
	Satisfactory
	Strong

	Context
	Cartoon shows little knowledge of Americanization.
	Cartoon reflects the controversial topic of Americanization.
	Cartoon reflects the controversy and complexities of Americanization.

	Caption
	Title’s connection to the design and Americanization is unclear.
	Title is related to the design and Americanization.
	Title is related to design and provides a clear verbal clue about meaning and issue.

	Design
	Work incorporates design elements in a limited way
	Work incorporates at least two important elements of political cartoon design.
	Work incorporates three or more design elements as visual clues about the meaning of the cartoon.



Use these political cartoon analysis questions to help create your cartoon, does it fill the criteria?
1. General subject of the cartoon?
2. Titles or written messages are included? 
3. Who are the characters and what do they represent?
4. What is the event or issue that inspired the cartoon?
5. Identify the specific artistic techniques used in the cartoon (i.e., symbolism, analogy, exaggeration, labeling, and irony). What is the artist trying to show the reader by using these techniques?
6. What is the cartoonist's point of view or message about the topic portrayed in the cartoon? Give examples to support your interpretation.
7. Is this cartoon persuasive? Explain why or why not.
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