Notes commands
I. Terms related to commands

Usted commands – commands given to one person

Ustedes commands – commands given to more than one person

Affirmative commands – telling someone to do something

Negative commands – telling someone not to do something

There are three types of commands: those without pronouns, those with reflexive verbs, and those that require indirect object pronouns.

A. Commands without pronouns

1. Affirmative

Step 1: write the infinitive

             EX: cantar, comer, vivir

Step 2: To form the usted command, change a to e for ar verbs, e to a for er verbs, and i to a for ir verbs

            Cante , coma, viva

 Step 3: To form the ustedes command, change a to en for ar verbs, e to an for er verbs, 

and i to an for ir verbs

            Canten , coman, vivan

2. Negative

Follow all the steps for affirmative and write no before the command.

                  No cante, no canten, 
               No coma, no coman,
               No viva, no vivan

Note

If a verb has a stem change, the change is included in the command:

Volver (ue) = vuelva,vuelvan

                       No vuelva, no vuelvan

Mentir (ie) = mienta, mientan

                      No mienta, no mientan

Servir (i) = sirva, sirvan

                  No sirva, no sirvan

The following verbs have irregular commands

	verb
	usted
	ustedes

	salir
	(no) salga
	(no) Salgan

	poner
	(no) ponga
	(no) Pongan

	Venir
	(no) venga
	(no) Vengan

	Tener
	(no) tenga
	(no) Tengan

	Decir
	(no) Diga
	(no) Digan

	Ser
	(no) sea
	(no) Sean

	Ver
	(no) vea
	(no) Vean

	Estar
	(no) Esté
	(no) Estén 

	Dar
	(no) dé
	(no) Den

	ir
	(no) vaya
	(no) vayan

	hacer
	(no) haga
	(no) Hagan


B. Commands with reflexive verbs

Affirmative

Step 1: write the infinitive

             EX: bañarse
Step 2: Remove se from the infinitive and make what is left into a command, using the rules for commands without pronouns
            Bañe, bañen
 Step 3: Attach the se and write an accent to preserve the original stress
            Báñese, bañense
Negative

Do steps 1 and 2 for an affirmative reflexive command and write no se before the command.

No se bañe, no se bañen
Note

If a verb has a stem change, the change is included in the command:

Volverse (ue) = vuélvase,vuélvanse
                       No se vuelva, no se vuelvan

despertarse (ie) = despiértese, despiértense
                      No se despierte, no se depierten

vestirse (i) = vístase, vístanse
                  No se vista , no se vistan
Ponerse is irregular

Póngase, pónganse

No se ponga, no se pongan

C. Commands with indirect object pronouns
Important terms: 

Indirect object pronouns – used to indicate the idea of to someone or for someone. We will deal with four.

Me – to me, for me

Le – to her , for her

        To him, for him

Nos – to us for us

Les – to them, for them

Affirmative

Step 1: identify the infinitive

Ex  give him the book (to give = dar)

      Tell her the story (to tell = decir)

      Buy me a book (to buy == comprar)

      Write to us (to write = escribir)

Step 2: identify the pronoun

      give him the book (to him = le)

      Tell her the story (to her = le)

      Buy me a book (for me = me)

      Write to us (to us = nos)

Step 3: write the commands for the infinitive, using the rules for commands without pronouns

Dé, den

Diga, digan

Compre, compren

Escriba, escriban 
Step 4: attach the pronouns to the commands, placing an accent to preserve the original stress of the command

Déle, denle (note: denle, denles, denme do not have accents)

Dígale, díganle

Cómprele, cómprenle

Escríbale, escríbanle

Any stem changes are included in the command.

Car gar and zar verbs also change as in commands without pronouns.

Irregular command forms also apply

Negative

Follow steps 1 through 3 as with affirmative commands.

Write no  + the pronoun before the command
Ex

Don’t give him the book – no le dé, no le den

Don’t tell her the story – no le diga, no le digan

  Don’t buy me a book – no me compre, no me compren

  Don’t write to us  - no nos escriba, no nos escriban
