Name: __________________________________________ per: _________
Teasdale/Bradbury Literary Analysis 
Directions: This poem was written by Sara Teasdale but can be found as a part of Ray Bradbury’s short story with the same title “There Will Come Soft Rains.” Read the poem below. As you read, paraphrase each stanza on the lines provided. 

There Will Come Soft Rains

There will come soft rains and the smell of the ground,

_________________________________________
And swallows circling with their shimmering sound;











_________________________________________
And frogs in the pools singing at night,
And wild plum trees in tremulous white;



_________________________________________

Robins will wear their feathery fire,
Whistling their whims on a low fence-wire;



_________________________________________

And not one will know of the war, not one



_________________________________________
Will care at last when it is done.






Not one would mind, neither bird nor tree,



_________________________________________
If mankind perished utterly;









_________________________________________
And Spring herself, when she woke at dawn


Would scarcely know that we were gone. 



_________________________________________
Sara Teasdale

(August 8, 1884 – January 29, 1933 / Missouri / United States)
Directions: To further your analysis, answer the questions below. 

1. What is the topic of the poem? ___________________________________________________________________________

2. What tone does the author use towards the subject? ______________________________________________________

3. What is the theme of the poem? (Remember: topic + author’s opinion = theme) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What mood does the poem set for the reader? ___________________________________________________________

5. What imagery is used in the poem? ______________________________________________________________________

Directions: Write one 8-sentence paragraph explaining why you think Bradbury decided to use this poem as a part of his short story by the same title. What is similar and what is different about the themes in each piece? How does this poem support Bradbury’s point of view? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions: Draw a visual representation of either the poem or the short story (or both if you are  feeling creative). (This must be in color.) 

