Study Guide Eng. 9B(H) 


Study Guide for Literary Terms Quiz 

This is just a sampling of the types of questions you will see on your test. Please review past homework and classwork assignments in addition to this study guide to prepare for the test. 

I. Define: Be able to define the following terms. 

A. Metaphor

a. Tenor (know how to identify) 
b. Vehicle (know how to identify)
B. simile

C. personification 

D. alliteration 

E. onomatopoeia 

F. hyperbole 

G. oxymoron
H. diction
I. tone

J. mood

II. Identify: Be able to identify examples of these terms in any poems. 
Example: Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow. 
Identity
by Julio Noboa Polanco

Let them be as flowers,
always watered, fed, guarded, admired,
but harnessed to a pot of dirt.

I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed,
clinging on cliffs, like an eagle
wind-wavering above high, jagged rocks.

To have broken through the surface of stone,
to live, to feel exposed to the madness
of the vast, eternal sky.
To be swayed by the breezes of an ancient sea,
carrying my soul, my seed,
beyond the mountains of time or into the abyss of the bizarre.

I'd rather be unseen, and if
then shunned by everyone,
than to be a pleasant-smelling flower,
growing in clusters in the fertile valley,
where they're praised, handled, and plucked
by greedy, human hands.

I'd rather smell of musty, green stench
than of sweet, fragrant lilac.
If I could stand alone, strong and free,
I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed.

1. Identify one example of a metaphor in this poem, and state what the tenor and vehicle are. 

2. Identify one example of personification in this poem. State what is being personified and how it is being personified. 

3. Identify one example of hyperbole in this poem. Quote the line, and state what is being emphasized in this example. 
4. Identify one example of alliteration in this poem, and underline what is being alliterated. 

5. Write one example of an under-the-surface (open) question that relates to this poem. 

5. Write one example of an on-the-surface (closed) question that relates to this poem. 

III. Application: Be able to write an analysis paragraph on the presented poem using the “Say-Mean-Matter” pre-writing strategy discussed in class. 
Discuss what central message the speaker is trying to send in Julio Noboa Polanco’s poem, “Identity.” 

	Topic Sentence: 



	Say 

· Word-for-word, letter-for-letter, mark-for-mark accuracy 
	Mean 

· On-the-surface and under-the-surface meaning. 

· Identify any figurative language and explain meaning. 
	Matter

· Connect evidence to topic sentence. 
· Break down text and explain how text supports topic sentence.. 


	
	
	


IV. Use this page to write your paragraph. 
