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England and Spain

• Allies for centuries

• Become rivals

• England is Protestant

• Spain is Catholic

• England defeats Spanish Armada (1588)



Queen Elizabeth





Roanoke Colony (1588)

• Founded by Sir Walter Raleigh

• Raleigh returns to England

• Settlers disappear

• English don’t try again for 20 years



Chesapeake Bay





The Lost Roanoke 
Colony



Jamestown (1607)

• 1st permanent British settlement in New World

• Modern day state of Virginia

• “Land of second sons”



Primogeniture

• Oldest sons inherit good (or all) land

• Younger sons leave for New World

• Others join priesthood

• Chance to strike it rich on their own





How do you get over 
here?

• Joint Stock Companies

• Pool resources together

• Get investors, promise of wealth

• Virginia Company

• Looking for gold



Indentured Servitude

• Come over for free

• Work off your debt (Usually 7 years)

• Get land, money when you’re done



Tobacco

• John Rolfe saves Jamestown

• Marries Pocahontas  

• Grow/export tobacco to Europe

• Becomes major cash crop of N. America



Pilgrims and Puritans

• Pilgrims settle at Plymouth (1620)

• Want to separate from Church of England

• The Mayflower

• Puritans want to “purify” the COE

• Rejected in Europe, come to America





The Mayflower



Massachusetts Bay

• Settled by Puritans (1629)

• Expands following Great Migration

• 20,000 Puritans flee to Mass. Bay

• Religious freedom for them

• Practice Purified Protestantism





New England 
Settlements




