IRELAND

Early Influences


Because of isolation cut off from several major European events



Rome never invaded



Early history=myths of warring Gods and heroic High Kings


Prehistoric 



7500BC-hunters and gatherers cross land bridge from Scotland



4000-3000BC =Neolithic farmers and herdsman




built stone field walls




monumental tombs (Show illustration of Newgrange-spiritual patterned bolders)



300-200BC-Celts (linguistic group-indo European) arrive=dominant culture




100 chiefdoms, owed allegiance to kings of larger provinces

Arrival of Christianity


432 -St. Patrick => golden age of scholarship centered on new monasteries



Typical round towers will be used for Viking lookouts (slide)



MOnasterboice




A lot of 10th century crosses




Muiredach’s High Cross 5.5 m=18 ft.





Scens from the Bbile

Arrival of Vikings-ca. 795=>bring new farming methods and coinage, found walled cities like Dublin.  Initially interested in riches of monasteries. Then the Danes, then the Norse 

Anglo-Normans arrival-invited 1169.  Took control of major towns, Henry II declare himself overlord


English power declined and Crown controlled only small areas around Dublin

Religious problems begin


Henry VIII Break => major problems



Anglo-Norman dynasties and Irish clans=> 150 years to establish English Protestantism.  Not interested in breaking with Rome


Under Elizabeth the I ruthless endings to various rebellions.



 In 1607 major Irish chiefs fled after failed uprising=> end of Gaelic Ire.


Northern Ireland problems start in 1607



Institute Plantation(started by Mary but really popular under James I)-uprooted native Irish, gave land to Protestants settlers from England and Scotland (mostly northern helf and in the center)




Region of  Ulster was divided for Protestants.  




All of Ite. Saw new ownership of land.





Gaelic Ir. Land owned by 2000 Cath Gentry





1660 held 20%





by 1700s below 15%




Old English families now alarmed at anti—Catholic measures and threats to their property rights=>rebellion + dispossessed Irish rebelled against injustice


Oliver Cromwell: 1641 violence occurred against Prot. Settlers.  Maybe 8000 died



Propagand fulled this and multiplied number => huge anti Catholic hatred=>




Confiscation of 2 million acres Irish land




More hatred as CW in Eng. Ch I seen to support Catholic rebels



1649-12,000 men arrive.  9 months later only safe place for Catholics=land-poor west. 


James II-deposed and fled to Ireland where defeated by William of Orange (III) in July 1,1690 at the Battle of the Boyne-ıill allied wit h Spain, dutch and Pope trying to oppose increase of Fr. Power





Still celebrated by Orangemen in Northern Ireland (show slide)


There was upposed to be religious tolerance but didn’t happen anti Catholic laws passed

18th Century


Limerick laws: illegal to own hors more than 5 LBs.


By 1695 only 5% useful land owned by Cathlics


1790s



Birth of Republicanism, unionism, and Orangeism



Influenced by events in Am. And Fr. => Demand independence from English Crown.




Others try parliamentary route




Others opt for armed insurrection





All fail

Famine and Emigration


The Great Famine or Great Hunger



Total failure of potato crop



Irish grain being exported to England



Over 1 million died of hunger or diseas



Huge number flee to N. Am


Late 1870s-agricultural prices plummeted. Tenant farmers evicted.


Hardship=>desire for tenants’ rights and demand for independence


Desire for Home Rule, 18861st Bill by PM Gladstone defeated by Parliament

War and Independence


Home Rule shelved cuz of WWI


Easter Uprising of 1916 inspired Republican cause (reading from world history class)



Court martialed and shot


1919 unofficial Irish Parliament established



war began against occupying Br. Forces


1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty divided land into 2



Irish Free State(1922), N. Ireland part of UK=> CW b/w pro-treaty and anti-treaty factions in the south


1937 New constitution =complete indep from Britain.  Country = Eire


1949 Name changes again to Republic of Ireland and leaves Br. Commonwealth


1955 Joins UN


1973 Joins EEC

NORTHERN IRELAND


1956 IRA launches terrorism campaign along border with NI lasts until 1962


1968 Beginning of the Troubles=>popular art Protestant Shankill Road and Catholic Falls Road


1969 British troops sent to restore order b/w demonstrators in Belfast and Derry


1972 Br. Soldiers shoot dead 13 soldiers in Derry.  Direct rule from Westminster begins


1991 Peace talks instituted by Westminster b/w main political parties


1994 IRA and Protestant cease fires


19951st time in 25 years no troops on daylight patrols in N. Ire


1998 The Good Friday Agreement-set framework for self-gov’t

