Questions to Ask About a Poem for “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning”
1. Paraphrase the poem by stanza. (You can do this here or on the poem itself.)
2. What is the significance of the title?

3. To whom is the poem speaking? Elaborate.

4. What is the “occasion” of the poem?

5. Explain or outline the form or structure of the poem.

6. What is the rhythm or pattern of the poem?

7. Point out examples of simile, metaphor, personification, symbolism, etc. and explain their appropriateness.

8. State the central idea or theme of the poem.

9. Criticize and evaluate the poem.

