Do our lives have equal value?
Feinberg NPR Broadcast: “What is the Value of a Human Life?”

	Read Aloud
	Complete each #1 with your group & each #2 on your own

	The ways things have always been
After September 11, I confronted the challenge of placing a value on human life by calculating different amounts of compensation for each and every victim. The law required that I give more money to the stockbroker, the bond trader and the banker, than to the waiter, the policeman, the fireman and the soldier at the Pentagon. This is what happens every day in courtrooms throughout our nation. Our system of justice has always been based upon this idea-that compensation for death should be directly related to the financial circumstances of each victim.
	1. According to this argument, how has our justice system traditionally valued life?
2. What is your opinion on this perspective?



	Questioning the legal system
But as I met with the 9/11 families and wrestled with issues surrounding the valuation of lives lost, I began to question this basic premise of our legal system. Trained in the law, I had always accepted that no two lives were worth the same in financial terms. But now I found the law in conflict with my growing belief in the equality of all life. "Mr. Feinberg, my husband was a fireman and died a hero at the World Trade Center. Why are you giving me less money than the banker who represented Enron? Why are you demeaning the memory of my husband?" 
	1. According to this argument, why does Feinberg question this policy?
2. What is your opinion on this conflict?



	Read Aloud
	Complete each #1 with your group & each #2 on your own

	The Law Prevails

My response was defensive and unconvincing. At first I gave the standard legal argument-that I was not evaluating the intrinsic moral worth of any individual. I was basing my decision on the law, just as juries did every day. But this explanation fell on deaf ears. Grieving families couldn't hear it. And I didn't believe it myself. I was engaged in a personal struggle. I felt it would make more sense for Congress to provide the same amount of public compensation to each and every victim-to declare, in effect, that all lives are equal. But in this case, the law prevailed.
	1. According to this what is missing from Feinberg’s argument?
2. What is your opinion on this issue?



	Feinberg’s current perspective

Last year, however, in the wake of the Virginia Tech shootings and the deaths of 32 victims, I was again asked to design and administer a compensation system, this one privately funded. And I realized that Feinberg the citizen should trump Feinberg the lawyer. My legal training would no longer stand in the way. This time all victims-students and faculty alike-would receive the same compensation. 

In the case of September 11, if there is a next time, and Congress again decides to award public compensation, I hope the law will declare that all life should be treated the same. Courtrooms, judges, lawyers and juries are not the answer when it comes to public compensation. I have resolved my personal conflict and have learned a valuable lesson at the same time. I believe that public compensation should avoid financial distinctions which only fuel the hurt and grief of the survivors. I believe all lives should be treated the same.
	1. According to this, what is Feinberg’s recommendation for future tragedies?

2. What is your opinion on his position?



	Now, formulate your opinion for our Philosophical Chairs (do this part on your own).
I agree/disagree with Feinberg’s current stance on  how to handle compensations for victims because _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

____________________________________________.

A second reason that I agree/disagree with  Feinberg’s stance on how to handle compensation is that _________ 

_____________________________________________
____________________________________________.
	Evidence from the texts to support your position
An example of this can be seen with the case of _________ _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________.

This is depicted by _________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________.



Name: _______________________________

Ticket out the Door

1. Wrap up: After our Philosophical Chairs discussion, what is your opinion on how human life should be valued?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Reflection: What new insights did you gain today about the opinions of others and yourself regarding reading this issue?  Did you change your mind during our Philosophical Chairs?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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