Mexico Fact Sheet

	Federal 
	31 subunits
	Dual system: states are half autonomous, half federal government 



	Presidential
	Head of State and Head of Government:

President Felipe Calderón
(elections will be held this year for a new president)



	Head of State/Head of Government


	-President has abnormally strong powers due to patron-clientalism (bribing), borderline 
 dictatorial
    -has more powers than U.S. president, yet is still subject to separation of powers (in  

      theory)

Powers:

-appoint Attorney General, chief of police for Federal District, secretaries of state, all members of the cabinet, and ambassadors

-supreme power of armed forces; with congressional permission can declare war/peace
-issue foreign decrees and negotiate treaties

-nominate Supreme Court justices, veto laws, and introduce bills into Congress

First-past-the-post (plurality wins election)

    -mid-term elections

    -Sexenio: nonrenewable six-year term


	Legislative Branch


	Chamber of Deputies (500 members, three-year terms)

-300 members elected from single-member districts, 200 elected by proportional representation

Senate (128 members, six-year terms)

-Directly elected by combination of electoral methods


	-stall presidential programs, or re-open them 
for debate

-implementation of laws
-due to corruption, essentially pointless 

branch

	Judicial Branch

	-no independent judiciary or system of judicial review

-11 judges with nonrenewable fifteen-year terms are appointed by president with congressional approval
-Former president Ernesto Zedillo tried to strengthen courts by emphasizing rule of law

-Current president Calderón is trying to reform the court system, including the requirement that lawyers openly argue before the bench, rather than writing papers


	-limited powers because of bad public opinion of courts
-people often prefer to “settle out of court”

-due to increasing interest in human rights and protecting basic freedoms, people are resorting to the courts to battle corruption
 

	Bureaucracy/Cabinet

	Bureaucracy:

-1.5 million people working in federal bureaucracy (mostly in Federal District)
-Poorly organized

-officials are paid little but have lots of power, hence the willingness to accept bribes

-Para-statal sector (semiautonomous and autonomous government agencies) produces goods/service usually produced by private sector; an example of government control and an unnecessary complication
    -ex) Pemex: big state-owned company


	Mexican Executive Cabinet:
-Consists of 18 secretaries of state, federal executive office, and Attorney General

-no mention of the cabinet in the constitution, only the secretaries of state

-Attorney General must be approved by Senate

-secretaries of state are essentially reward positions for “loyal” officials

-advisors to the president
-separate from bureaucracy



	Political Recruitment

	Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) 

-authoritative for 71 years 
-encouraged a system of compromise and rewards given to those willing to play by both formal and informal “rules”

-loyalty based on patron-clientalism

-mostly under the table

	

	Federal District

-Mexico City


	(similar to Washington, D.C.)
-divided into federalized delegations
-the capital of Mexico

-a really significant city for Mexicans


	

	Media
	-PRI had monopoly on government and politics for a while, so media had little power to criticize government or influence public opinion

-1980s: media began to become more independent—citizens now have more access to international newspapers/ networks (i.e. CNN, BBC); freedom of press evident in newspapers offering opinions of government initiatives 

 
	-ownership of media tends to be corrupt (monopoly on media leads to the inability to afford media)
-poor linkage institution due to low reliability

	Legitimacy
	-Nearly every aspect of government has low level of legitimacy

-The citizens view the government as legitimate but unstable, which challenged the government’s authority
	Sources of legitimacy:
-Revolution of 1910-1911

-Revolutionary leaders (i.e. Pancho Villa, Emilio Zapata) paved the way for the 
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), another source of legitimacy


	Features of Constitution
	Current constitution written in 1917, but frequently amended

	Three unique features of the constitution

-Constitution requires free and mandatory education, and prohibits book banning

-Before being amended, there was a provision that put restrictions of the Catholic church and religious freedoms.

-Capital punishment is currently prohibited



	Historical Evolution of Political Traditions
	Colonialism 

-Spain’s control over Mexico

-Spanish placed subjects in social hierarchy (natives at bottom)

-cultural heterogeneity (mestizos), Catholicism, economic dependency on Spain

-The end of the colonial period came with the War of Independence, beginning in 1810-1821

Age of dictators (1822-1911)
Revolution of 1910-1911

-Diaz ruled Mexico for more than thirty years after stepping into power via coup d’état: stable dictator, rule ended in 1911

	-After Diaz, an age of warlords (1911-1934)

-Cardenas upheaval (1934-1940) began sexenio and stabilization of Mexican politics
-2000 election: PRI lost presidency after 71 years (not  many people care about PRI)



	Key Political Leaders and Their Policies
	Porfirio Diaz (1876-1911): staged a military coup and placed himself as ruler; encouraged government stability, authoritarianism, foreign investment and economic growth, and the growing gap between rich and poor (as a result of patron-clientalism)
Lazaro Cardenas (1934-1940): Cardenas upheaval; the “Roosevelt of Mexico”; redistribution of land, nationalization of industry; investments in public works; encouragement of peasant and union organizations; concentrated power in the presidency


	President Felipe Calderón (2006-current): stepped up the war on drugs, increased police force in regards to investigation, reformed federal police to make it less corrupt 



	Ethnic Cleavages
Ethnic Cleavages, ct’d


	Mestizo v. Amerindian 

-Mestizos hold majority of the wealth in Mexico, leading to the resentment between the groups

-Mestizos are the result of interracial relations; Amerindians identify themselves more as native American, rather than Latino

-Mestizos support free market economy because of their wealth, while Amerindians usually support more socialist-based economy because of their rural, poor social standing
Social class: greater wealth gap

-Patron-clientalism increases the gap between rich and poor

	North v. South:

-North is more prosperous and has substantial middle class; mountainous

-South is poor, uneducated jungle dwellers; Amerindian
-30 percent of each party’s candidates must be women



	Political Parties
	PRD

-comprised of younger, politically active middle class small town-ers

-alternative to market-centered policies

PRI

-comprised of small town, less educated, older, poorer people

-corporatist structure; competition between elites; appeal to rural people; patron-clientalism


	PAN
-comprised of northern, middle class professionals, usually educated and religious

-represent business interests and advocate regional autonomy

-less government intervention

-build better relationship with Catholic Church



	Role of Political Elites
	-Small groups that hold majority of power
-Competition within the elites threatens to destroy the already fragile democratic structure

-Corrupt, legitimacy issues, patron-clientalism


	

	Citizens
	-most populous Spanish-speaking country in the world
-People usually identify as Amerindian or Mestizos
-considered subjects until recently

-citizens participate in increasingly legitimate regular elections

-patron-client system reaches out to majority of the population as well


	-protests are common

-citizens only have power through voting or patron-clientalism (which encouraged voting)

-groups (depending on ethnicity, region, wealth, etc.) lack cooperation leading to an unstable civil society

-state corporatism mediates between groups, ensuring that no one group takes over



	Interest Group System
-Corporatist (several large groups competing for influence over government)


	-must be woven into political party in order to have influence

-Educational Workers’ Union (Latin America’s largest trade union- negotiates teachers’ salaries; has great influence because of its prominence)


	

	Economic System
-leaning towards socialism


	-unequal distribution of wealth

-economically dependent on larger power (i.e. Spain, U.S.)

-Para-statal sector (PEMEX) 
	- Identify state-owned industries, foreign-owned industries, nature of privatization)

-“The Mexican Miracle”


	Third World
	-uneven distribution of wealth

-drug trafficking

-patron-clientalism

-violent protests

-inhibited free trade

-conflictual political structure: procedural democracy yet authoritarian


	

	Supranational Organizations
	-North American Free Trade Association (NAFTA: U.S., Canada, Mexico)- has slowly helped encourage the progression of free trade effectively

	-General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT: global)- Mexico is exporting more diverse goods and has developed new trade relations with countries other than the U.S.

	Public Policy
	Identify and describe 3 recent policies
-Immigration policy: Calderón is trying to improve the economy as to remove incentive to illegally immigrate to U.S.
-Drug trafficking: the war on drugs
-suppression of ethnic rebellions


	

	
	
	


Review Questions:

How many years and terms can the president of Mexico serve?

What are the features of the legislative branch?

What is the name of the cabinet?

What are the three main political parties?

What is one of the main conflicts in Mexico?

What are the two supranational organizations Mexico is a part of? 

