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A vigorous ninety-four, he's the oldest member of the board of General
Motors. In the early part of the century, he served as three-time mayor of
Flint. As head of the Mott Foundation, he is responsible for many philan-
thropies. He says of himself: “Old man Mott is working days and nights,
and Sundays, not knowing when to quit. I'd be busy if I were three peo-
ple.” He is weary of being reminded of his remarkable resemblance to the
the late British film actor, C. Aubrey Smith.

ALFRED P. SLOAN came to GM in 1932 and was made president. He was
a master of corporate procedure. He brought order out of chaos. For
every one share of stock in 1913, we had 562V4 shares in 1935. We en-
listed the help of the DuPont company. At one time, they held twenty-four
percent of the stock. I don’t know what we'd have done withont them.
Since that time, it’s gone up and up and up.

I never became involved in the labor matters. Even in companies where
I own all the stock, I leave those matters to those better able to handle it.
T'm not the kind of person that worries, certainly not about something
that’s water over the dam. I get more pleasure out of the foundation busi-
ness than anything I can think of.

At board meetings, labor matters were described but not discussed. We
had a vice president in charge of labor relations, a very able chap. He was
in close contact with the directors of GM to see that he didn’t cross them
up—that he does things the way they approve of. We meet the first Mon-
day of every month. Sometimes, he’d appear to tell us what the situation
was. We’d merely approve.
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Three Strikes

I knew Frank Murphy. (Laughs.) I don’t like to speak ill of a dead
man, but he certainly lacked an awful lot of things that might have been
good. Frank was Mayor of Detroit in the early Thirties. I remember him
saying: “The water department of Detroit is in terrible shape, We supply
water to contiguous communities, and they can’t pay. Water companies
are tough things. . . .” Well, I own six or eight or ten, T guess, water
companies. And they're the easiest things to run. I said to him, “If they

"take water and don’t pay, all you have to do is apply to the courts and

demand payment. You'd collect.” He didn’t understand. . . . He was
Governor during the sit-down strikes, and he dida’t do his job. He didn’t
enforce the law. He kept his hands off. He didn’t protect our property.

You feel the National Guard should have evicted the sit-downers?

.H.rm@mmi to sit-down there. They were illegally occupying it.
The owners had the right to demand from the Governor to get those
people out, It wasn’t done. The same as today.

Communities allow all this hoodlum stuff. It’s an outrage. When you
have people breaking into stores, and you have police and the National
Guard with things leaded, and they don’t stop those people—it’s terrible.
They should have said, “Stop that thing. Move on, or we'll shoot.” And if
they didn’t, they should have been shot. They'd have killed a certain
number of people, but it would have been a lot less than would have been
killed afterwards. It’s an absolute duplicate of the Thirties, with the sit-
down strikes.

What are your memories of Franklin D. Roosevelt?

Someone said to me: Did you see the picture on those new dimes? It's
our new destroyer. It was a picture of Roosevelt. He was the great de-
stroyer. He was the beginner of our downhill slide. Boy, what he did to
this country. I don’t think we’ll ever get over it. Terrible.

Do you remember seeing lines of unemployed men . . . ?
I recollect there were such things. .

POSTSCRIPT: A Flint cab driver, on the way to the Mott Foundation
Building observed, “He's a great man. If you live in Flint, that's one name

you get used to. He’s done great things for us. . . . Sure, I remember the
sit-down strikes. Boy, did they wreck this town . . . the way they de-
stroyed property. The papers here were full of it. I tell you. . . .*
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