China and the West Timeline
The Qing (Ching) / Manchu Dynasty 
1644 – 1912
The Manchus invaded and conquered China but did not change their ways.

They maintained their dynastic identity by forbidding the intermarriage between Manchu and Chinese, retained Manchuria as an exclusive preserve for themselves, limited the army to Manchurians, and increased further the absolutism of the emperor

The Chien- Lung Period 


1736 – 1795

This was the height of Manchu power. Chien-lung himself is considered the greatest of the Manchus, equal to Catherine the Great of Russia and Fredrick the Great of Prussia, his contemporaries. A period of internal peace prevailed, with the improvement in the rural situation and religious tolerance. China stood in marked contrast to Europe at the time and was certainly its equal if not its superior. It was also a period of great physical extension ​​​--- the Tarim Basin area, Manchuria, Mongolia, Tibet, all were under China’s control, and even raids into Nepal were conducted. 

The Coming of the West 

The Portuguese arrive in China in 1514, followed closely by the Spanish and the Dutch.

From 1514 to 1644 there was little direct trade, and when the Manchus came to power in 1644 they prohibited trade by sea for forty years. From 1685 to 1759 there was multiport trade, but by 1670 the Manchu government decided that with increase of foreigners, particularly British, who were soon to dominate the trade, something had to be done, and the factory system was introduced.
The Factory System 

A system of trade regulations was established whereby foreigners, limited to the port of Canton, were not allowed to deal with anyone other than one of the thirteen cohongs who were representatives of the government. The cohong decided not only what China would sell but also what it would buy and for what price. 

The regulations on foreigners were severe: they could not live in China during the non-trading season, and during the trading season they were forced to live outside of the city in factories or warehoused built for the purpose, and under no circumstances were they allowed to bring women with them. Their goods were taxed at whatever rate the government chose, and they were allowed no freedom of trade

The purpose of the system, as far as the Manchu government was concerned, was to milk the trade and keep the barbarians under control.

Despite these restrictions the foreigners, particularly the British East India Company and the Americans, profited.
The First Opium War                       1840 – 1842


Causes
1. The Opium Trade

2. Lack of Diplomatic Equality

3. Clash between Legal Systems
Extraterritoriality

The Treaty of Nanking (Nanjing)
1842

1. Ends the Factory System and established the (unequal) Treaty System
2. Five ports open to trade, Hong Kong given to the British

3. Diplomatic equality with an indemnity of $21,000,000.


Immediately other treaties followed with United States, France, Holland, Russia 
and 
Prussia (Germany).


Taiping Rebellion begins


1850 



Nanjing becomes the capital of the Taiping government 

1853



Similarities to 1949 Revolution
The Second Opium War

1856 - 1860




- Britain and France occupy Beijing.


- Self strengthening movement begins in an attempt to modernize country: 


  Foreign affairs, taxes, western technology and ideas.


Treaty of Tianjin legalizes opium sales lead to European Spheres of Influence
Taiping Rebellion collapses

1864



- 20 million dead



- Pseudo Christian doctrine professed.



- Military tactics: 5th columns and guerilla warfare.



- Redistribution of land.



- Equality of women.



- Language simplification.


Taiping Rebellion led to more foreign intervention and growing decentralization 


in China with the growth of Chinese militias (growing independence of warlords).

Self Strengthening Movement
1860s - 1870s

Reformers sought Western technology, setting up factories to make modern 
weapons. China builds shipyards and railroads and also develops mining and light 
industry. Western works on science and government are translated. Yet the 
movement is fails to gain the full support of the government.

 
Adoption of Western institutions would later undermine the very thing the state 


was developing.

Sino Japanese War
1894 – 1895


Chinese lose.



This impressed the Chinese in the rapid modernization of the Japanese and the 

weakness of the Chinese.


Chinese had recently lost land to Russia

The Reform Movement
1895 – 1900


China to follow western ideas, learning from the Japanese example.

Hundred Days of Reform
1898
(June 14th – Sept. 16th)


Emperor Guang Xu to make a series of reforms.



- A new educational system.



- A western army.



- Eliminating corrupt offices.


Empress Dowager Ci Xi (the real power, feels threatened) overthrows Emperor 


Guang and abolishes all reforms.

Boxer Movement
1890


Boxer movement gains each year from growing unrest and anti foreignism 


(supported by the Throne quietly).

Boxer Rebellion 
1899 – 1900


The group called itself “Fists of the Righteous Harmony” and directed itself 
against those Chinese who came under the influence of the West. Some 140,000 
Boxers attempt to drive Westerners out of China.

242 Westerners were killed and several thousand Christians (Chinese converts).

………55 Day Rescue
1900


Allied Army puts down rebellion.


Japan sends largest army – 80,000.


U.S., Britain, France, Germany, Italy also.

Effects of Boxer Rebellion

1. China to pay an indemnity of $333,000,000.

2. Forts dismantled.

3. Foreign occupation of Beijing (13 sites).

4. Officials punished (ordered to commit suicide).

5. Genuine Foreign Ministry created.

6. Centralization of government (since Taiping Rebellion it had been 

      decentralized). 

1901 – 1907

Reforms of Manchu


1. Schools were established.

2. Students sent abroad to study.

3. An army created after German model.


Drastic change undermined the foundations of the government.

1908


Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi dies the day after the imprisoned emperor dies.


New emperor is only 2 years old, regent is 73 years old.


A constitution is drafted.

1910

National Assembly created.


A struggle between centralized and decentralized control.

1911


Revolts break out (Revolution of 1911).

1912


Nationalist Party Membership of 300,000.


The last Manchu Emperor leaves the throne after 4,000 years of unbroken 


dynastic rule.


Three Principles of the People

1. Nationalism

2. Democracy

3. Economic Security


Communists consider Sun Yat-Sen a revolutionary with Marx and Lenin.

1905


Sun Yat-Sen organizes “Together Sworn Society” later known as KMT:


Nationalist Party.


The Manchu military were led by Yuan Shikai.


Sun Yat-Sen, serving as temporary president, know the only hope for making the 


revolution a success was to have the military behind the new republic.


Yuan Shikai made president with the endorsement of Sun Yat-Sen.

1913


Yuan Shikai thrown out political opponents from the government and rules as a


military dictator.


His plans are to bring back the Chinese Empire.


Civil War erupts.  Sun Yat-Sen leads opposition.

1916


Yuan Shikai dies.  China in chaos.

1925


Sun Yat-Sen Dies

