Helpful Hints When Analyzing a Text (fiction)

You are looking for the theme of the text.  Try to find the deeper meaning, hidden message, lesson or moral.  In order to locate theme, you must understand what you read.  Do not attempt to analyze a piece of writing that you still don’t “get”!  

If you do understand and comprehend what happens in the text, move on to locating the theme.  

In order to locate the theme, look for the following:

· tone  (what the mood of the text is)
· diction  (word choice and degrees of meaning)
· analogies  (relationships)
· figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole) 
· symbolism (what represents something more)  EX:  white = purity, red = passion, etc
· imagery (visual and sensory)  EX:  sensory = images created using the five senses
· allusion (a reference to another text or to something in the world)
These “things” can be found in direct quotes that are spoken or even in the text itself.  Quotes are the best source of evidence! 

Look for these items in the texts that you are reading AND use them in your own writing!!
