SOAPSTone
– An AP Acronym for Analyzing Literature --


Rhetorical Elements


Speaker: The voice that tells the story; remember the speaker and poet may not be the same. Is someone directly identified as the speaker, or can it be inferred? What assumptions can readers make about the speaker? (i.e. age, gender, class, emotional state, etc.). 

Occasion: The time and the place of the piece; the context that prompted the writing. When and/or where is the poem taking place? Is it a memory, a description, an observation, a valedictory, an argument, a diatribe, an elegy, a declaration, a critique, etc.?

Audience: The group of readers to whom this piece is directed. Does the speaker identify an audience directly, or can an audience be inferred? What assumptions can readers make about the intended audience?

Purpose: The reason behind the text. What does the writer want the poem to accomplish? What is the speaker's purpose? (i.e. to teach, to evoke emotion, to tell a story, to inspire, etc.)

Subject: The topic and what the poet is saying about the topic (theme). What does the poet want readers to consider or understand?

Tone: The attitude of the author; attitude, or tone, is created with diction, details, imagery, and syntax. What is the author's attitude toward the subject? Is there a shift in tone? How does the diction/details/imagery/syntax point to tone?
EVIDENCE * (Literary Devices): These are the proof of all your other statements, or how you know what you know. Generally proof falls under the categories of syntax, diction, details, and imagery, but specifically, elements can also include… 
· Connotation
· Idioms
· Puns
· Figurative Language (metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, litotes, oxymoron, synecdoche, metonymy, apostrophe, paradox, symbolism)

· Rhyme scheme

· Rhyme (end, internal, slant, exact)
· Meter
· Sound (alliteration, consonance, assonance, onomatopoeia)
· Repetition
· Form (sonnet, villanelle, free verse, blank verse, ode, elegy, etc.)
· Organization (physical structure or how a poem is built, like cause/effect, compare/contrast, question/answer, story-like, through an analogy)
· Imagery (visual (sight), auditory (sound), gustatory (taste), tactile (touch), and olfactory (smell))
* For each piece of evidence, identify the line number(s) where it can be found in the poem using parenthetical citation, as well as putting an asterisk beside the example in the poem. Also, explain what it means and/or its purpose in the poem.  Try not to discuss any literary technique more than once, but sometimes it cannot be avoided.  
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