Alfred, Lord Tennyson: “Ulysses” Questions

1. Who is the speaker in this poem? What prior knowledge or associations do you have about him? 
2. How does the speaker feel about his present position/condition?

3. What mood do the opening lines have? Support your answer with specific words and phrases from the text:

4. Does the speaker believe he can stop roaming and relax in his old age?

5. What is the “untravell’d world” from line 20? Can it be reached?

6. How does the speaker describe his son?

7. Find three examples of parallelism in the poem.

8. Beginning on line 56, whom is the speaker addressing? What does he seek?

9. Does the speaker ever mention his wife, Penelope? How do you think Telemachus and Penelope would feel about his leaving?

10. Summarize the message of the poem in 2-3 sentences. How do you think the poet feels about the speaker?
