Renaissance Art in 16th Century Europe

chapter 18: Architecture: Palladio (737-738)
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Palladio
Andrea di Pietro della Gondola 
(1508-1580)
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Plan of the Villa Rotunda

1550
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expanded on the principles of Alberti and of ancient roman architecture (see the Pantheon pages 252-253 in Stokstad)


work characterized by harmonious symmetry and a rejection of ornamentation


influenced by Alberti; see the façade of the Church of Sant’Andrea, Mantua (fig. 17-41) 











Church of San Giorgio Maggiore, Venice


1565-80


inspired by Alberti’s Sant’Andrea, Mantua (see figure to the left)


Palladio created the illusion of two temples fronts of different heights and widths—one set inside the other























geometric clarity of the design: circle inscribed with a square which is inscribed within a larger square�


identical rectangular projections on each of the faces (the sides)





use of a central dome for a domestic building was a daring innovation�See the Pantheon pages 252-253 in Stokstad for an interesting comparison.





Palladio influenced the designs of grand houses in England and the United States; Thomas Jefferson was very influenced by Palladio when he designed Monticello.
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