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Period_________

Philadelphia alternate assignment

Andrew Beckett is a respected senior associate at the largest corporate law firm in Philadelphia. Beckett is not open about his homosexuality at the law firm, nor the fact that he has AIDS. On the day he is assigned the firm's newest and most important case, one of the firm's partners notices a small lesion on Beckett's forehead. Shortly thereafter, Beckett stays home from work for several days to try to find a way to hide his lesions. While at home, he finishes the complaint for the case he has been assigned and then brings it to his office, leaving instructions for his assistants to file the complaint in court on the following day.  Later that morning, while still at the ER, he receives a frantic call from the firm asking for the complaint, as the hardcopy cannot be found, nor can the original document be on the computer's hard drive. However, the complaint is finally discovered and is filed with at the last possible moment. The following day, Beckett is dismissed by the firm's partners, who had previously referred to him as their "buddy", but now question his professional abilities in light of the misplaced document.

Beckett believes that someone deliberately hid his paperwork to give the firm a pretext to fire him, and that the firing is actually as a result of his diagnosis with AIDS. He asks several attorneys to take his case, including personal injury lawyer Joe Miller.   Miller, who is admittedly homophobic and knows little about AIDS, initially declines to take the case.  Unable to find a lawyer willing to represent him, Beckett is compelled to act as his own attorney. While researching a case at a law library, Miller sees Beckett at a nearby table. A research librarian comes to Beckett and tells him that he has found a relevant case on AIDS discrimination for him, others in the library begin to first stare and then move away, and the librarian suggests Beckett retire to a private room. Disgusted by their behavior, Miller approaches Beckett and engages him in small talk, before eventually taking a look at the research he has gathered. Seeing discrimination and previous rulings that could help the case Miller changes his mind.  Upon being served by Miller, the head of the firm, Charles Wheeler (Jason Robards), worries about the damage the lawsuit could do to his business and reputation, although one partner (Ron Vawter) unsuccessfully tries to convince them to settle out of court with Beckett.  Wheeler is angered and wants to get “dirt” on Beckett.

As the case goes before the court, Wheeler takes the stand, claiming that Beckett was incompetent and claiming that he had deliberately tried to hide his condition. The defense repeatedly suggests that Beckett had invited his illness through promiscuity and was therefore not a victim. In the course of testimony, it is revealed that the partner who had noticed Beckett's lesion had previously worked with a woman who had contracted AIDS after a blood transfusion and so would have recognized the lesion as relating to AIDS. 

Beckett collapses during Wheeler's testimony. During his hospitalization, the jury votes in his favor, awarding him back pay, damages for pain and suffering, and punitive damages totaling more than $5M. Beckett dies shortly after.

Questions: (on back or separate paper)

1. Who is Andrew Beckett?

2. Why would Beckett be considered a good attorney at his law firm?

3. How does Beckett try to hide his disease?

4. What happens with the important case Beckett was handling?

5. What do the partners do to Beckett?

6. Why does Beckett think the partners acted this way?

7. Why did Miller take the case at first?

8. Why does Miller change his mind?

9. How does Wheeler react to being served?

10. What did Wheeler say in court about Beckett?

11. What happens to Beckett during the trial?

12. What does the jury rule?

